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LETTER I. | 
, of bis Royal Highneſs the Commander in Chief's 
„Miss LUCY LOVEGROVE's 


From Capt. JOHN 
Family, to Capt. THOMAS 
favourite Aid-de-Camp in England. 


Containing an Account of the various Amuſements in Winter Quarters, and a 
Deſcription of the Ball given at Ghent, in Honour of ber 
BRITANNIC MAJESTY's BizTu Dax. 


Heap QuarTERs, 170 Jan. 20, 1794. 


IN . alas! I've no kind hearted fair 

To greet me with ſmiles, and a welcome prepare ; 
No Lucy to dazzle my ſight with her charms, 

To meet me at Dover,* and fly to my arms. 

Yet envy has never once enter'd my breaſt, 

And I truly rejoice that my friend is ſo bleſs'd ; 
Inferior our pleaſures, yet ſtill I'm content, 

With the trifling amuſements afforded by Ghent. 
The reception t᷑ we met with, I needs muſt confeſs, 
Lack'd much of their wonted extoll'd politeſle ; 


1 Alluding to leiter, ſuppreſſed, from Miſs Lucy Lovtcrov * fa. 
vourite Aid-de-Camp, to his friend, upon his landing at Dover. 
+ When the guards marched through Ghent on their way to join 
Prince CoBoure's army in April 179g, they were uſhered into the town 
by bells ringing from every ſteeple, amidſt the ' loudeſt acclamations of 
the inhabitants. The Nobleſſe were anxious to have officers quartered 
upon their houſes, and overwhelmed them with civilities. The places of 
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Till finding Jonx BULL on his rights would inſiſt, 
The Ghentois agreed twas in vain to perſiſt. 
Que faire ? ces Angleis ſont des Gens entetes!” 
And wide flew their doors without further yy 
Dripping wet our poor men obtain'd roofs o'er their heads, 
And taſted once more the enjoyment of beds. 
Good barracks * and beef will their vigor reſtore, 
And make them as ſtout as our Britons of yore; 
But let me, dear Tom, ere I finiſh my ſcrawl, 
An outline attempt of our elegant ball. 
For a fortnight preceding this grand celebration, 
Our buſtling denoted ſuperb preparation : 
What profuſion of pheaſants and woodcocks were ſeen, 
That render'd their lives up, to honor the Queen; 
All the ſtreets round Head Quarters with feathers were 
And many a mother bewail'd her fond brood. ¶ ſtrew' d, 
F x anxious that all ſhould be perfectly nice 
Lent both his French Cook, and his friendly advice; 
But what gueſts ſhould be bidden, and where draw the 
Were delicate eee and hard to ne. [line, 


public amuſement were thrown open, and ridottos given to welcome the 
Britiſh troops, and pay a proper compliment to their Commander in 
Chief. It muſt however be recollected, they were then birds of paſſage; 
far different was the reception they. met with when they entered the 
town to take up their ſettled winter quarters, the 16th of December, 
aſter a fatiguing march in rainy weather. Many of the officers might 
have paſſed the night in the open ſtreets, had they not forcibly made 
their quarters good. 

The barracks at Ghent were extremely commodious, and it was no 
little luxury to the poor ſoldiersto find themſelves in ſuch ſnug and comfort- 
able births, after toiling through a ſevere and harraſſing Campaign; at 
the cloſe of which, their tents had been pitched upon ſuch marſhy 
ground, that they were generally, owing to the frequent and heavy rains, 
half full of water. They had recovered ſurprizingly ; at Tournay, but at 
Ghent the ſick liſt decreaſed daily. | 
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At t length twas decreed, * Counteſs M—R— ſhould fix 


Who were worthy with ſo many Grandees to mix; 


And an Aid- de- Camp poſt was immediately ſent 


To crave her advice, Supreme Ruler of Ghent. 
Without any diſtinction, ſhe ſaid that each friend 

Of her on, and the Biſhop's T, was fit to attend: 

But the Bourgeois, mechanical filthy Cannaille, 

Muſt all be excluded, to do things in ſtyle. 

Jack M—R -x was voted: M. C. for the night, 

As then we were certain that all would be right; 

What man for the ſtation ſo proper could be? 

So active, well bred, or ſo graceful as he? 

A grand feu- de- joie in the morning, was fir d 

By horſe and by foot, which was greatly admir'd; 

It ſmoothly went off, indeed how could we doubt it, 
When Sir J—M—M—'s ſucceſlor, ſuch pains took about it. 
He ſhew'd them the method to march, form, and wheel, 
Till he blunted his pen , though the point was of ſteel! 


* Counteſs Mn gave very elegant weekly en onde was re- 
garded as the leader of faſhion and etiquette at Ghent. Cards and 
dancing took their turns alternately, But upon a hint from the Duke, 
the tables were ſent up ſtairs to the lumber garret, and the fiddlers were 
decreed a permanent ſitting every Wedneſday Evening. Her huſband 


vas an old general officer in the Emperor“ s ſervice, and either Deputy 
Governor of the Town, or officiating in that capacity. 


The Biſhop of Ghent commenced his career in life as a Soldier, and 
though he had exchanged the ſword for the croſier, he fill retained a 
natural partiality for the military, and contributed much to the amuſe- 
ment of the officers in garriſon, by pleaſant Sunday parties. A general 
invitation for the ball had been givento all thoſe ladies and gentlemen 
of the town who were admitted to his houfe ; but as it was afterwards 
thought neceſſary to iſſue tickets, in the hurry of. inſerting. names, 
many, who would have been included in the n ur vere 
overlooked. | oft; 


4 The line 1 through 2 . 3 was formed. onthe | 


banks of the Canal, with the cavalry. on the flanks.. The orders given 
for this purpoſe by General C—e, were full as de thoſe ifued: by 
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The Ball-Room was crowded with faſhion at night, 
And the coup d œil fill'd ev'ry one's heart with delight. 
For there's ſomething in women, when ſet off by dreſs, 
More exquiſite far than I've words to expreſs; 

And ſurely, that poet no judgement could boaſt, 
Who ſaid, unadorn'd beauty triumphs the moft. 

After all our precautions you'll ſcarcely believe 

The Direttreſs a little Bourgeoiſe* ſhould perceive; 
Yet ſuch was the fact, and upright ſtood each feather, 
While ſhe and her name-ſake conſulted together. 

All the company ſhewing ſtrong marks of ſurprize, 
On the handſome intruder at once fix'd their eyes; 
Some declar'd that the room, like her huſband's OE ſhop, 
Smelt ſtrong of the true Aſſa Fœtida drop. 

Jack MR at length though it gave him great pain, 
As his duty requir'd, undertook to explain; 

And advanc'd with a minuet ſtep, to declare 

He was ſorry to ſay, ſhe'd no right to be there. 

This created a buſtle and whiſp'ring about, 

And at length the poor Drug-ſeller's wife was turn'd out; 
Jack made his report in due form, with a bow. 
And a ſmile of delight ſmooth'd the Counteſs's brow. 
The Deputy M. C. well pleas'd, undertook 
Round the room with the utmoſt attention to look ; 

To ſmell out Bourgeois, and to keep the coaſt clear, 

By 1 ng 225 of a IT of mu. bon d Grenadier; 


Fore; "B25, 2 


Prince benen 05 to 5 the Aifferent cans of the Auſtrians, advancing 

to the attack of Famars, previous to the inveſtiture of Valenciennes! 
The wife of an Apothecary at Ghent, obtained a ticket from one 

of the officers quartered upon her huſband's houſe : but as the Nobleſſe 


and the Bourgeois move in different ſpheres, her appearance was con- 
ſtrued into an inſult to the Atiſtocratic blood of all thoſe, who related 
in the moſt diſtant manner to a __y or n enrolled themſelves 


[70 
And with perfect ſang froid, bowing ſhew'd to the ſtreet, 
An unfortunate ſtranger* he happen'd to mee: 
Tis needleſs to ſay, who and who danc'd together, tops 
How they glanc'd at the faſhions and talk'd of the weather; 
My partner liſp'd ſmall talk, I heartily thank her, 
As glibly as thoſe at the Crown and the Anchor. 
At Brighton, at Tunbridge, at Bath, or Almack's; 
There was never a greater diſplay of click clacks; _ 
While Cogremont ſhew'd off her elegant paces, 
Pr—ce N gaz d, enraptur d, on ſo many graces; 
And many a fair one from Bruſſels was ſeen, 
Overloaded with wiſhes of life to the Queen f. 
Like Dervizes, all theſe fair Flammandes gain force, 
In the Valtz 4, as they ſpin in their whirligig courſe: 
So rapid their motions the ſharp-ſighted lover, 
In vain tries his favourite's face to, diſcover. 
Tho' I mention it laſt, of our pleaſures not leaſt, 
The ſupper at length was announc'd; ſuch a feaſt! 


under the banners of nobility. The diſmiſſion of this little intruder, 
was attended with rather unpleaſant conſequences to the officers in gar- 
riſon, as they had previous to that epoch, been admitted to the Bour- 
geois aſſemblies, but were afterwards univerſally excluded, and depri- 
ved of many other pleaſant parties. 
This gentleman, (an Emigrant of ſome rank) was enquiring the way 
to the ſupper-room, when a door was pointed out leading to the ftreet, 
which he was told would convey him to the place he was in ſearch of, 
nor was it till he was fairly handed down ftairs by the guard, that he diſ- 
covered this was a tormenting piece of wit, intended to exclude him 
from the entertainment, as he was ſuppoſed to have intruded without a 
ticket of admiſſion. | 

+ Moſt of the ladies, in compliment to his Royal Highneſs, Hs 
in ſcarlet ſaſhes, and ornaments ſtreaming from their head dreſſes, with 
the motto of Ne la Reine,”” embroidered upon them. 

| A favourite German dance, uſually introduced at the Balls and 
Ridottos in Flanders, 

After ſupper the merry dance was renewed, and chit tin the Ma- 
tin bells were heard to toll; harſh ſounds, which hurried the gay damſels 
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Grenadiers made their entre, with each a hot diſh, 
And ſeem'd for a taſte moſt devoutly to wiſh: 
Midſt pyramids, figures, and tropes emblematic, 
Each dainty was ſerv'd up, land, air, and aquatic: 
The wines of all ſorts were acknowledg'd the beſt, 
And gave to the whole a moſt excellent zeſt. 
I wiſh'd from my Heart you'd been here, but no doubt 
While with Lucy in England ſuch pleaſures you ſcout; 
And who can expect that the'll lengthen your chain, 
Till Mars calls us forth to the buſtling Campaign. 

"TE ſtays in Ghent but a few days at moſt, [roaſt; 
And DRC. J=x*,i in his abſence, of courſe rules the 
I ſtill ſhall remain, as we're certain to find 

Winter Quarters delightful, his taſte's ſo refin'd; 

And now my dear Tom, I muſt haſten to dreſs, 
Remaining your's truly as words can expreſs. 


bedizened as they were from the animating Ball. Room, to the gloomy 
Cloiſter, from their ſprightly partners, to the rigid Monks. 

His Royal Highneſs the Commander ia Chief quitted Ghent Feb 6, 
and though Pr—ce J—N, in bis abſeace did the honours at head-quar- 
ters, the late Sir William Ex $x1NE-commanded the troops in garriſon, 
and often entertained them with little ſprightly dances, made up upon the 
ſpur of the moment. At one of theſe a ludicrous circumſtance occurred. 
Not being able to procure partners for the ladies, an orderly ſerjeant was 
diſpatched to tellall the officers he met with, thatthe Commandant wanted 
them immediately. The meſlage beingaccidentally delivered to ſome of the 
beavy cavalry, they haſtened to their quarters, and pulled on their Jack- 
boots and ſpurs: Thus equipped, they were introduced to the ladies, 
to the great annoyance of ſilk gowns and Bruſſels lace. 

Such were the innocent amuſements cf winter quarters; and happy 
would it have been, had they been the only ones adopted for deſtroying 
the cankering Tyrant, Time; but it could hardly be expected, that the 
dice-box would remain totally neglected, when ſo many idle hours in- 
truded ; hazard tables were kept, Pharo and all his Hoſt, marched into 
Ghent, in the rear of the army, and many a OOO n may rue 
be en ae. 8 A : 


LETTER II. 
From M1ss LUCT's 's fawourite Aid-de-Camp in England, to 1835 ny ==, 
i ne PA Ns at Ghent, | | 


, 


” 1 Alarm — 4A Joyful Reprieve. 
PICCADILLY, Feb, I6, 7294. 


AN idea was — 9 7 dear Jack, t other night, 

Which put your poor friend in a terrible fright: 

*] felt all my greatneſs and happineſs flown, 

As you well may ſuppoſe, when the reaſon is known; 
Twas with confidence ſtated our Chief would remain 
On this ſide the water th' enſuing Campaign. 

And Prrr (entres nous) it was pointedly hinted, 
Tow'rds the Marquist from India, had frequently ſquinted. 
All things put together, bets ran five to four, 

The would return to the army no more; 

That a council was ſummon'd to meet and determine, 
If again we ſhould march to extirpate the vermin, | 
My ſufferings I will not pretend to relate, 

I flew out from BROOKES s, and curs'd my hard fate: 
Not Lucy herſelf could my anguiſh allay, | 
Tho' ſhe look'd moſt alluringly handſome that day! 
But neither her ſmiles nor the bottle, could cure 
The pangs of ſuſpence I was doom'd to endure. 

All night long I toſs'd to and fro in my bed, 


Thoſe five curſed words never out of my head. 


OA 
# 4M ebe FER ps to an Aid - de- Camp, 26 Epior 
It was generally thought that Lord C— R n—w—L=—1s who re- 
turned from the Eaſt, about this period, would have been ſent to the Ar- 
my on the Continent as Commander in Chief, in caſe his Royal High- 
neſs had not returned. 
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- The — * gays at home,” and you 1 readily think 
Their magic prevented my ſleeping a wink: | 
But joy, my dear Meſſmate, the die has been caſt, 
We're firm in the ſaddle in ſpite of what's paſt. 

PITT harrangued, and declar'd ſhould his Highneſs by 
Fall into the hands of theſe Miſcreants of France; [ chance, 
From the thoughts of what madneſs might urge them to do, 
He ſhrunk, and the picture held up to his view, 
Shew'd the K —0, and the Nation deploring the fate 
Of the Champion now ſafe, and the cauſe of debate. 
True, Prrr, ſaid our S—v—cx, but happen what may, 
His laurels ſhall never be wreſted away, 

A noble example to Britons! again, 

He ſhall lead them to glory—new conqueſts obtain, | 
The ſound of Reprieve, never brought more relief, 

At New Drop, to the ſoul of a hemp-collar' d chief, 
More joy, not the burſts of applauſe could convey 

To an author awaiting the fate of his play, 

Than was felt by your friend when this news was related: 
No Alderman could be more highly elated P 
At the thoughts of rich turtle, or ſnug ven'ſon feaſt, 
Which he cate in idea, three days at the leaſt. 

To Brookts's I haſten'd in high exultation, 

And triumphantly took a conſpicuous ſtation; 

With raptures beheld all the knowing one's pay 

The odds they had vauntingly ventur'd to lay. 


* The Aid-de- Camp does not appear to have had the leaſt idea of 
his Royal Highneſs being appointed Field Marſhall on the Home Staff, 
or he muſt have been aware that all thoſe enjoyments to which he ap- 
pears fo peculiartyattached, would have been kept up aig the ws 
; ments 105 nnn N with a ane ane 201 
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You ſoon may expect us, as JohN Bull again 

Is panting to hear of our ſecond Campaign: 

By the bye can you give me a hint of Mack's “ plan, 
The papers are full of that wonderful man, 

It. ſeems he's to ſit at the helm in the ſpring, 

And ſucceſs to our arms by his talents muſt bring. 
Well, ſomething moſt brilliant, I truſt will be done, 
And ourſelyes have a ſhare in the glory that's won, 
But not in the danger : we know better things, 
Adieu for the preſent—the dinner-bell rings. 


* General Mack had been about this period appointed Quarter-Maſtet 
General to the Auſtrian Army, under the command of Prince Cozourc. 
| His plan for penetrating into the interior of France, it was gene- 

rally thought would have been ſucceſsful, had a ſufficient force been 
left to maſk Lille, and protect Weſt-Flanders from invaſion, Fatal ex- 
perience has ſhewn, that while that fortreſs is in the hands of the 
enemy, ſuch ſchemes are chimerical in the extreme. 

General Mack had been diſpatched to conſult with the Cabinet of 
St. James's, and the Britiſh Commander in Chief, on the feaſability of 
his propoſals; and much was naturally expected from his well-known 
abilities as an Engineer, 


FO COIN, kern III. 


From Capt. JouN - — „Aid. de- Cong. at Ghene, FY Sr. to 1 Tao. 
MAS . Miss LUCY's fawourite Aid- de. Camp in England. : 


* Ai to Ghent !—March toxwurds the Frontiers, 


HEAD QuarTRs, Guenrt, Feb. 22, 1794. 


FULL loi in \ the” ſcabbard hath ruſted the blade; 
To the terror of Frenchmen it now is diſplay d; 
Our banners triumphantly wave in the air, 

And fill ev ry Carmagnol's heart with deſpair. 

The trumpet re-echoes its warlike alarms, 

The fife ſhrilly ſounds, and the drum beats to arms. 
To morrow we leave all the good folks of Ghent, 
With whom ſo much time we have pleaſantly ſpent; 
The Biſhop's ſmug parties Will ne'er be forgot, 
Wherever we ramble, whatever our lot, 


In conſequence of a report that the French were collecting in force on 
the Frontiers, the iſt detachment from the Brigade of Guards, amounting 
to 800 men under the com mand of Col. DxummonDd, marched from 
Ghent to Courtray, Feb. 16; and on the 22d, a ſecond detachment 
of 200 marched to St. Eloi Vive, and proceeded the next day to join them, 
The whole Brigade aſſembled at Courtray on the 24th. Thoſe regiments of 
cavalry which had been in winter quarters with them, were cantoned in 
the villages of Deſſelgem, Beveren, Roaſbeke, Wartegem, Sweveghem, 
and others in the neighbourhood, The Second Brigade had been in 
winter quarters only one month, at Oudenarde ; from whence they alſo 
advanced by detachments, | 

The moſt formidable preparations appeared to have been made 
by the French. The army of the North received a reinforce- 
ment of 15,000 men from that of the Moſelle; a ſtill greater num- 
ber from the army of La Vende, and 20,000 recruits from the Re- 
quiſitions, enabling P1cuzcRy to muſter 220,000 men. Thoſe of the 
Rhine, Alps, and rs, were alſo reorganized, making a grand 
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Poor F—x] your French Cook muſt be now turn'd away; 
| You give up nice diſhes, he gives up good pay: 

As to part with your Louis, you never yet griev'd, 
Provided your ſtomach ſaid value receiv d. 
Pr—c—e JN, lucky fellow, remains in the town; 


Leſt the barracks, ſhould after our march, be pull'd down, 5 


For the Ghentois, you know, are a riotous ſet, 
And its well if ſafe out of their clutches we get. 
In a ſquabble laſt night, a Firſt Guardſman * was ſlain, 
And we ſtill apprehend they may riſe up again. 
Each Aid de Camp ſoon may expect ſome ſnug place, 
To comfort his age, and to keep him in caſe; | 
No matter if forc'd like his — — to toil, 
In a dung hill his delicate fingers to ſoil? 
He'll ſoon get them ſweet, as juſtly ſuppoſes, 
With eſſence of vi'lets, and otto of roſes. 

Now C—<6 in the room of Sir |J—-M—1E we ſee, 
While C&—w—r—xD ſigns thus with a daſh; D. A. G. 


And H—Rr—vy appears Deputy's, Deputy. 


total of French Citizens in arms, according to the returns given in by the 
War Miniſter, of 280, ooo men, excluſive of thoſe in the neighbourhood 
of Paris: The following laconic Epiſtle was forwarded to Prince Co- 
BOURG, from the French Commander in Chief on his taking the 


Field 


E General, 


I ſummon you, in the name of the French Repub- 


lic, to give up immediately Le Queſnoi, Conde, and Valenciennes; or be 
aſſured I ſhall attack and vanquiſh you. 


(Sign'd) 
PICHEGRU. 


* Some butchers accuſed the ſoldiers of having ſtolen meat from theis 
Thops, and a riot enſued, in which a Private of the Firſt Guards was 


mortally wounded, 
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With ſo noble a ſtaff to deſpond is abſurd, 
We ſhall drive all before us, rely on my word: 
On the throne of poor Bourbon ſhall ſoon place a King, 
And the Democrats down on their marrow-bones bring: 
Vive le Roi will reſbund thro each Rue de Paris, 
And the grand monarque greater than ever ſhall be. 
For as P1TT has agreed for the Pſſians* to pay, 
Thirty thouſand at leaſt are to join us they ſay, | 
And the Keyſers receive reinforcements each day. 
Adieu—to fair Luck, my beſt wiſhes preſent, 
And thoſe of her num'rous acquaintance at Ghent. 


In the month of February, ſeveral ſkirmiſhes had taken place in the 
neighbourhood of Manheim and Oggerſheim, and the King of Pruſſia 
made an offer of augmenting his army on the Rhine, to 80,000 men, 
upon condition that the Empire would maintain that army, and furniſh 
the troops with daily rations of bread and forage ; threatening at the 
ſame time, to withdraw all his forces in caſe of refuſal excepting his 
contingent of 20,000 men, which, as a German Prince, he was obliged to 
furniſh. The French, upon theſe preparations, fell back upon the Duchy 
of Deux-Ponts; and the Impetialiſts, Saxons, and Heſſe Darmſtadt troops 
protected the Banks of the Rhine from the lines of Weiſſenberg to 
Mentz. | 

The centre of the grand army under Prince CoBours, covered Conde, 
Valenciennes, and Le Queſnoi. The right, under CLainrart, was 
protected by Tournay, Orchies, and Marchiennes, the left covering 
Mons and Charleroi. The Britiſh occupied Courtray and the neigh- 
bourhood—Hanoverians and Heſſians, Furnes, Yypres, Menin, and Nieu- 
port, and a ſtrong Cordon commandcd by the Auſtrian General Bra v- 
LIEU, extended from the Banks of the Meuſe to Luxemburg, 
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8 LETTER Iv. 


From "I THOMAS „ to Miss LUCY LOVEGROVE ““. 
A ſorrowful Voyage — Return to the Continent. 


HEAD QuARTERS, CourTRAY, 
March 3, 1794- 


AH! why did ambition ake 1 in my breaſt, 
Why dazzle my eyes with her tinſelly charms? 
Belov'd by my Fair I ſupremely was bleſt, arms. 


Till the ſmiles of a Prince lur'd me, Fool! from her 


Thus muſing, I dwelt with a Hermit's devotion, 
On the rapturous pleaſures ſo lately we knew, [ocean, 
While the ſhip plough'd its courſe o'er the turbulent 
And Lucy's fair image was torn from my view. 


Ah then, how I long'd for a pipe and a crook! 
Some lambs, and my charmer to penn them at night: 
The pomps of this world in my thoughts I forſook, 
And fancied a ſhepherd's a life of delight. 


My pencil I ſnatch'd, and compos'd ſuch a Sonnet! 
A Sonnet on Abſence, addreſs'd to my Fair; 
When /£0LvUs gave at one puff—fie upon it, 
My wonderful effort of genius to air. . 
And perhaps tis as well, for ſo moving a ſtrain, 
Muſt have clearly brought on your hyſterics again. 1 


Perchance, by ſome Mermaid remov'd to their palace, 
Twas ſerv'd up to Neptune and fair Amphithrite, 

And muſt ſure, if conn'd over without ſpleen or malice, 

Fave giv'n to their Majeſties wond'rous deligt. 


*The ſubſequent letters are invariably from the Aid-de-Camp, to 
Miſs Lovegrove. 
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Such ans!—and ſuch ons! ſo pathetic, ſublime! 


Mild Ytxpal! in Sonnets allow'd to excell, 
As AßpOLLo's * thro' his High Prieſt Joun BELL. 


By the cry of Onda I was rous'd from my trance, 


55 


(Tho' bordering a little, I own on the whine;) 
Great CRusca himſelf would have worſhip'd the rhyme, 
And YEN DA in raptures, have hail d it divine: N 


And the frigate beheld to the ſhore drawing near; 
The Duke gave his orders poſt haſte to advance, 
And in ſafety a very few hours brought us here. 


At ſight of old meſſmates, forgive the ſenſation, 
felt ev'ry ſorrow and care huſh'd to reſt, 
Away to the winds went each ſigh of vexation, 
And the HERO conſpicuous again ſtood confeſs'd. 


To my favourite mules J paid won'rous attention, 
Rejoic'd to behold them recover'd once more; 


When we parted, you've often with grief heard me mention 


The ſtate of their backs, gall'd and ka Lore... 


Advance when we may, you perceive we're prepar'd, 


Ammunition de bouche, ammunition de guerre: 
The fatigues of the battle are ſooneſt repair d, 
By the aid of good liquors and excellent fare. 


On that head they'll give us no cauſe to complain, 


| Nay; we mean to improve on our former* Campaign. 


©, 


» Raverimentam 88 now that we are upon the ſubjeR, are 
were many valuable improvements made upon the laſt Campaign ; the 
firit and moſt eſſential was the Spring Waggon, for the conveyance of the 


1 


Cheer up then, my girl, hang repining and e a 
We ſoldiers in love to a proverb are true, 
Should my heart be aſſail'd by new beauties to morrow; | 


T wand brave * attac ks, for it Wee to you. 


still Venus, dear Goddeſs! I bow at thy ſhrine, 

Still dwell on thy joys tho' the drums loudly raille, 
Stern Mars, I can never entirely be thine, 

But on Lucy ſhall think in the heat of the battle. 


3 


ſick and wounded. How many poor Wretches in 1793, were dragged 
for miles in miſerable Flemiſh. carts, conſtructed upon the moſt awk- 
ward principles; placed in one of which, a man even in high health, 
would feel every joint nearly diſlocated, as he was jolted over the-pawed 
roads, What muſt then have heen the ſufferings of our fellow creatures, 
ſmarting under the excruciating torments of gun - ſrot wounds! A fur» 
ther improvement might be made upon theſe ineſtimable Waggons, by cou- 
ſtructing them ſo as to let down at the ſides, and by taking a hint from 
eur enemies. The French have in the line of march, with every corps, flying 
Hoſpitals, (Hopitaux Ambulants) where the ſurgeons have their medi- 
cine- cheſts and inſtruments arranged. Small hammocks are flung one 
above another along the ſides, forming births ſomething ſimilar to thoſe 
on board the Engliſh: Packet Boats, no matter how cloſe, provided the 
patients do not touch. In theſe large covered Waggons a certain number 
of wounded men can be comfortably accommodated, and the ſurgeons 
perform the niceſt operations if neceſſary, the body of the carriage 
being ſuſpended upon well- conſtructed ſprings, fo that little or no in- 
convenience ariſes from motion, 

In 179, the ſoldier was loaded like a batt-horſe, carrying on a march, 
his tent-poles, camp-kettle, and canteeas, as well as the knapſack, haver- 
ſack, and blanket. We took a uſeful leſſon from the Auſtrians, and 
removed the kettles and poles to the backs of the beaſts of burthen. 
The luxury of the Auſtrian Great Coat had alſo been attended to in 1794. 
and that uſeful addition to the appointments of the Britiſh Soldier, was 

adopted. 

The month of March was paſſed in preparations to commence hoſ- 
tilities, and of courſe as the Allies advanced, ſome trivial ſkirmiſhes 
took place. On the 26th, a party of Major Ramsay*s Corps, (called the 


York Chaſſeurs,) were attacked at the out-poſts near Courtray, by 250 of 


the enemy : only 80 of the Rangers were engaged, The French were 
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' repulſed with conſiderable flaughter, and 40 priſoners taken. On the 


26th, the Britiſh marched from Courtray, and were cantoned at Hannon, 
St. Amand, and the neighbourhood. The Auſtrians at the ſame time, 
had advanced to Le Cateav. On the 25th, their out- poſts were attacked 
| In force, and on the firſt onſet obliged to fall back; when two Battalions 
from the main body moving forwards, ſupported by a ſquadron of ca- 
_ valry, the French were repulſed with conſiderable loſs, tated at 584 
killed, 60 priſoners, and 5 pieces of cannon, The King of Pruſſia at 
this period, to the aſtoniſhment of all Europe, iſſued orders to his army 
to retreat, leaving only 20,000 men (his contingent) at the Emperor's dit. 
poſal, and the van of his army had actually filed off towards Cologne. 
This manceuvre had the deſired effect, upon the Britiſh Cabinet as they 
immediatelycloſed with the demand this wilyMonarch made upon them for 
an enormous ſubſidy (£.1,200,000.) In return for which, he faithfully 
promiſed to ſend into the field againſt the common Enemy, 90, ooo ef- 
fective men, ga, oo to co-operate with the army under his Royal High- 
neſs the Duke of York : 20,000 to be in the pay of the Emperor, and 
the remaining 38,000 to act Naar the reſt of the Pruſſians on the Upper 
Rhine. 


On the 8th of April, accounts were received from Count Walmallen, 


that the enemy having ſuprized the Heſſians, between Wervicke and 
Ypres, got behind the Hanoverian Picquets, and cut off their retreat; 
but a reinforcement arriving from Menin, they were driven back, and 
forced to recroſs the Lys. The Hanoverians loſt g officers, and 143 
men, who were ſwept off from their out- poſts. 

On the gth, the Britiſh approached Valenciennes, and the guards were 
cantoned in a village within two miles and a half of that fortreſs, called 
St. Leger: on the 10th, they moved to Vendegies fur FPEſcaillon, be- 
| tween Queſnoi and Le Cateau Cambreſis, 


LETTER V. 


y 


Hz Ap QuaRTERS, CATZAU, April 20, 1794. | 


Imperial Review—Opening the Campaign—Succeſsful Attacks —Head Quarter 
in reg ara f Landrecies. 


DEAR Lucy! how much *twill rejoice you to hear, 
With a victory, girl, we've commenc'd-our career, 

The Emperor himſelf, the great Carmagnole teazer, 

The conquering deſcendant of Conqueror Cæſar! 
Whoſe preſence we're told makes his enemies * tremble, 
Came poſt to behold the invaders aſſemble. 

His intention expreſſing the truncheon to weild, 

And lead his brave Veterans forth to the field; 
Announcing his wiſh all the troops to review, 
And to bruſh up our men, gave us ſomething to do. 
Believe'me, was even a BARRY to paint 

The ſcene that enſued, his rich tints would ſeem feint. 
And the pen of a Cowen could ſcarcely convey 
An idea of ſuch a refulgent diſplay, | 

As the different nations in battle array. 

A Cowvts! I ſigh as my pen forms a name, 

By his.merits advanc'd in the annals of fame; 
Whoſe mind richly ſtor'd to perfection arriv d, 
And then, wan 4 nine, was 8 of b Judgraent degann l. mw 
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; 416 347 . 

* When the beer de on the 92 ot April at Bruſſels, the Mus 
nicipality preſented the keys of the City to his Majeſty, at the Gate of 
Louvain, on which had been previouſly affixed in large characters, this 
inſcription, * Czſar.adeſt, frement Galli.“ alle!! 808 
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The Britiſh-were form d near the town. of Catcau® 5 
Contributing fully their ſhare to the ſhew. 

Near Valenciennes the right of our cavalry t join'd 
The Keyſirlicks under Prince Copourc combin'd; 
Who thence bearing down by the Scheldt for Condé, 
Completed the Cordon tow'rds Lille and Cambray, 
| While Zaunwitz from Bavais extended his line, 

With intention the French in Maubeuge to confine. 
So numerous a force was ſure never beheld, 


As appear on the banks of the Saure and e 5 


95 4 
51 ; 


* Oa the 16th of EY the Britiſh, moving from A and its 


vicinity, towards Le Cateau Cambreſis to take the field, halted, and 


forming about four in the afternoon, were reviewed by the Emperor: 
after which they advanced to the ground which had been previouſly 
marked out for their encampment, on the heights beyond Le Cateau, 
pitching their tents about midnight. The cavalry were without their 
due allowance of tents the two or three firſt days, and were ordered 
this Campaign to carry two days forage inſtead of one, as they had 
done in I793, the hay, made up after the manner of the Auſtrians, ba- 
lanced on each fide of the horſe, inſtead of being packed up neatly be- 
hind, This might perhaps ſave the Commiſſaries trouble and expence; 
but it certainly was extremely inconvenient to the rider, and the horſes 
being at all times overloaded;by no means relimed . additional bvrthen 
impoſed upon them. 
I +: Conſiſting of the following, regiments of were en Royal 
Horſe Guards or Blues; 1ſt, or King's Dragoon Guards; 2d ditto; 3d 
ditto; zth ditto; 6th ditto, or Carabineers; 1k Dragoons or Royals; 2d 
ditto or Scotch Greys ; 6th ditto or Iniſkillings ; and of light regiments i 
the th or Queen's own; 11th ; 15th or Kings; and 16th or Queens; 
augmented afterwards'by the 8th and x4th, on the Iriſh Eſtabliſhment. 
+ At the commencement af this Campaign, the total ſtrength of the 
grand army under his 1 mperial Majeſty, was computed at 187,000 
men; viz. 15090 Dutch, and as many Auſtrians, under tbe command of 
the Hereditary Prince of Orange and General La Tour, intended to form 
the beſieging army of Landrecies, g0,co Britiſh and Auſtrians, under 
the command of his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Vork, to act as a 
covering army tothe Beſiegers towards Cambray. The Emperor was 
at che hea#:of> the main body of the Auſtrians, muſtering 60, oo; 
12,000 Heſſians and Auſtriaus, under the command of General 
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At length "I, the left approach'd Fra rancis the Second, 
His attendants ſo numerous they ſcarce could bereckon'd; 
With great condeſcenſion, as points of ſwords droop'd, 
His head to his ſaddle tree frequently ſtoop'd 

But let me endeayour before you to bring AT; 
This double-crown'd hero, this Emp'ror and King. 
Whoſe ſubjetts all eager to crouch at his feet, 
Worſhip veins with rich blood: of the Romans replete. 
Of diminutive ſtature, eyes ſunk in his head, 
Reſembling a Mercury's moulded in lead. 

With ſwarthy complexion and pitiful mien; 

Judge beſide him to how much advantage was ſeen, 
With the form of a hero, and ſtrength of roaſt-beef, 
Great FREDERICK ! our noble Commander in Chief! 
At Windſor our deeds will I hear be e 

By the flaming hiſtorical pencil of W 
While a horſe for the ——, he'll carve out e as ſnow, 


We ſhall find ourſelves rang'd in the rear in a row; 


And each Connoiſſeur muſt evince ſigns of wonder, : 
When BznJanin's canvaſs expreſſes war's thunder! 
Curling volumes of ſmoak he'll good humourdly ſpread, 
Half concealing the battle-and veiling the dead, 

Leſt the gaping admirers ſhould tremble or faint, 

it mach horrible {cones he e ſhould bein. 


Du Was Ms, were A to a as an army of a Dosi 
and Bouchain. Count ZAuxwITz, with 15,000: Auſtrians, extended 
towards Bavais, along the Sambre, keeping an eye upon Maubeuge; 
while a force of 40, ooo men Was leſt to protect Maritime Flanders, 
from Tournay to the Sea Coaſt, under General CLAIATAIT 5 excluſiwe 
of this calculation, was BEAULIEVu's army in the Rakes 1 i 
1 Wun anner. on the Rinne. | 
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Poor VzrR10, who long held unlimited ſway 
In the Chapel, muſt now to the fav'rite* give way. 
Tis true that his colours harmoniouſly blend, 


But who can to daubs fo inſipid attend? 


The Preſident's ſtyle is much more to my taſte, 
And I long I confeſs, 1 in the hall to be plac'd. 
Eight columns were form'd on the following day, 


The Emp'ror and King, himſelf IE ne Way's | 


* The Aid-de-Camp w was certainly well informed — 23 to the in. 
tended removal of the Altar- piece in the King's Chapel at Windſor, repre. 
ſenting the LaſtSupper, capitally executed by the chaſte pencil of VzRr10, 
The other paintings condemned, are our Saviour's Miracles, eſteemed 
Maſter- pieces of that admirable Artiſt. The Altar- Piece now bangs in 
Jeopardy, conſidered as not worth repairing, W— r being buſily em- 


ployed in finiſhing an equal number of Scripture Pieces, to replace 


the whole ſet. 

EpwarDd the BLAcxk PxINeR however will moſt probably retain his 
triumphal ſituation in St. George's-Hall, 

+ The firſt, compoſed of Auſtrians and Dutch troops, under the com- 
mand of the Prince of Heſſe Darmſtadt, advancing upon the village of 
Catillon, which was carried and four pieces of cannon taken ia it, croſſed 
the Sambre and took up a poſition at Fevril, between that river and the 
leſſer Zppe, inveſting Landrecies on that ſide. The ſecond commanded by 
Lieut, General Alviatzee, conſiſting of the reſerve of the Auſtrian 

army, forced the entrenchments at Mazingham and Croiſe, taking pol- 
ſeſſion of the Bois du Toillon and the Foret de Nowvion, The Third, (the main 
body of the Auſtrians) led on by the Emperor and Prince Coz ov nc, 
proceeded along the Chauſee, leading from Le Cateau to Guife. 

After forcing the villages of Ribouville and Waſſigne, his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty detached his avant Garde, to take poſſeſſion of the heights of 


Blocus. The Fourth and Fifth were formed from the army commanded 
by the Duke of Vork, of the former his Royal Highneſs took himſelf the 
direction, and the latter commanded by the late Sir Wm. Es KIxE, when 
proceeding to gain the Bois de Bobain, met with ſome reſiſtance at the village 
of Premont, where the French were ſtrongly poſted. Sir Wm. detached 
_the'2d Brigade of Britiſh Infantry and the Auſtrian Curaſſiers, with four 


Squadrons of Cavalry, under the command of Gen, Hazcounxr, to turn 
their flank; while three Battalions of the Regiment De Kaunitz, fup- 


ported by a well directed fire from the Artillery of the Reſerve, under 
the orders of Lieut, Col CVE, charged the enemy in front. By 


E 


You'll of courſe, my dear girl, be moſt anxious to know 
The fate of the Duke's, which bore down upon Vaux, 
While I haſten its valorous proweſs to tell, 

Sufhce it the others ſucceeded as well; 

And ſure, might we judge by the firing and ſmoke, 

They experienc'd that fighting was more than a joke. 
Tho' our progreſs was check'd by defiles, deep ravines, 
And ruts, which we fill'd up with boughs and faſcines, 
When our foes caught the glimpſe of a Britiſh Brigade, 


They commenc'd in a fury a briſk cannonade; 


Screen'd from which by the regular ſlopes of a ground, | 


But little annoyance we luckily found, 

Yet the fly dogs had clearly ſmelt out where we lay, 

As they told us by ſeveral ſhots ricochẽt“. 

The Guards were directed to ſtorm the redoubt, ſrout; 
Turn the flank of the French, charge, and put them to 
Our thanks to the flankers alone was awarded, 

Tho' danger alike all the troops difregarded; 

And no doubt we ſhall find out, or ſooner, or late, 

This diſtinctionf was owing to reaſons of ſlate ; 


this manceuvre Sir William 5 quined wie wioubts which held him at t bay; : 


and accompliſhed his purpoſe. The Sixth, commanded by the Auſtrian 
Major General Count Haddick,' advanced to the village of Creveceear. 
The Seventh, under the Hereditary Prince of Orange, moved ſorwards 
upon the Chauſte; leading from Le Catean, to Cambray, tak ing up a poſts 
tion beyond Beauvois;* while the Eighth, under the Dutch General Cen- 
ſau, — on w Se, n protecting ey Prince or Orange's right 
flank. 

* By one of Janine a Corporal of the Third Regiment of Guards was 
killed, and two Privates wounded: the ſame ſhot broke the Colours 
Staff ſhort in Enſign sSrErurns's hand. 

Ou the 19th, when the Brigade of Guards approached the village 
of Vaux, they were formed in a hollow way, in four lines, the flank bat- 
zallion in front. To avoid as mich "as poflible the heavy fire kept up 
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( 22 ) 
But be this entre nous, ſnug, quite under the roſe, 
For I'm ruin'd if ever my hints you diſcloſe, 
Tho! trifling our loſs yet how fatal one ball, 
And CanlETox *, humanity mourns'for thy fall. 
Humanity! ſolace, and boaſt of the brave! 
Who whiſpers, leſs noble to vanquiſh than fave, 
Thy dictates obeying, was brought to an end, 
A ſoldier who ſhew'd himſelf ever thy friend. 
Night approaching, her mantle ſpread over our heads, 
When our eyes turn'd to Vaux, and our thoughts to good 
But, alas! who can ever of comforts make ſure, [ beds, 
| Who foreſees half the hardſhips he's doom'd to endure! 
No language can Fan how ſincerely we griev d. 
When before us in flames we the village perceiv'd. 
Curling ſmoak tow'rds the clouds in thick columns aroſe, 
And full on our minds burſt the weight of our woes, 


from the ſtar redoubt, the battallions were ordered to wheel 8 by 
diviſions, and make the attack upon the Rear, when the Right Com- 
pany of Grenadiers, was certainly the firſt to advance, but the whole 
Brigade were formed cloſe enough behind to have come in for their 
full ſhare of glory, had the French maintained their poſition. The works 
had however been evacuated ; and, inſtead of sroxmInG, the Guards 
took poſſeſſion without the ſmalleſt oppoſition. 
Capt. Car LETON was heir to Lord Dorcheſter's title and lots, his 
elder brother an Enſign in the Third Regiment of Guards, having been 
carried off a few months before by a lingering fever on the brain, The 
unfortunate young man whoſe fall we have now to lament, ; had been 
juſt appointed Brigade Major to Col. Vue, and owing to that circum. 
ſtance was with Sir WII LIAN ERSEIxE's column, (his own Regiment, 
compoſing a part of the Duke's.) He was ſhot, whilſt humanely en- 
deavouring to aſſiſt his orderly dragoon, whole. borſe was alarmed 
by the inceſſant firing. The enemy loſt in their various attacks, 
30 pieces of cannon, and muſt have ſuffered, moſt ſeverely; while 
only three Privates of the Britiſh ; were killed, and an inconſider- 
able number wounded; nor did the other columns return ure men 
Mort of the force they brought into ale. r aon ui neil. 


( 23 ) 


Guſhing forth in huge torrents deſcended the rain, 
Which appear'd to rebound as it ſwept o'er the plain. 
Did I ever attempt a ſly daſh at ſublime, 

This ſure would appear a moſt excellent time, 
*Twas beautiful, ſtriking, ſuperb! add to theſe _ 
Any other choice Epithets, Lucy, you pleaſe ; 

But the night, my dear girl, I ſhall never forget, 
Tho' uncommonly grand, was moſt drenchingly wet. 
And curſe on the Monſter * whoſe deſperate hand, 
Dar'd place to head quarters the fire ſpreading brand, 
Compelling us, little conſulting our will, 

For refuge to fly to a neighbouring mill. 

O, Iucky the man! who a ſhelter could find 

From the pittileſs rage of the rain and the wind; 

As that was a comfort to many denied, 

Who the pelting were forc'd of the ſtorm to abine, 
They had leiſure, however, and ſcope to admire 
The awful, tremendous effects of the fire. 

Next morning a view of our preſent Chateau, 

Made ample amends for the windmill at Vaux; 

Nor can I expreſs half the pleaſure I found, 

| „ e told I was en on claſſical ground, 


. + Some of the pandours or other ſoldiers of the Free Corps, which in- 
feſt the Imperial Army, ever intent upon pillage and barbarity, amuſed 
themſelves by firing the village of Vaux in ſeveral places, driving the 
miſerable inhabitants into the open fields, expoſed to the inclemency of 
the ſtorm, and doomed to behold their dwellings reduced to aſhes af- 
ter they had ſeen them ranſacked by the ruthleſs and ſan uinary incen- 
diaries. His Royal Highneſs the Commander in Chief, was himſelf 
obliged to apply to a windmill for ſhelter from the inclemency of the 
night, and was little better accommodated than his troops, who, Were en 
Bewouae, expoſed to the rain without tents or baggage... They! however 
were in excellent ſpirits, and conſoled themſelves with what their havers 
ſacks afforded, drawing cloſeround the fires which they had kindled, 
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That Cambray's boaſt, in whom Gallia prided. 
The great FENELON * in this manſion reſided. 
Ye Gods, if inſpir'd, I could here catch a ſnack 


Of his genius, to rival his own TELEMAQUE, 


The Critics would trumpet me forth to the town, + 
And CaDtLL acknowledge my works would go down. 


To proceed with my narrative. Forward we preſs'd, 
And the Dutch are enabledT the place to inveſt. 


We cover the ſiege, and no doubt you will find 
In a poſt or two, articles drawn up and ſign'd. 


Maubeuge taken next, maſking Lille we'll advance, 


And our ſtandards unfurl in the centre of France. 


But, alas! not a bracelet, a watch, or etwee, 


Will be found, my dear Lucy, I fear à Paris. 
So ſharp the conventional Myrmidons ſeek 
To ferret out gold as a Don Patriotigue. 


* FExELON, the Author of Telemachus, was Arch-Biſhop of Cambray 
and frequently reſided at Le Cateau, though his favourite retreat was 
fituatcd in the mountains of Auvernia, watered by the River Dordogn?, 
which he has celebrated in his beautiful Ode, « Montagnes' de qui 
Faudace.” JVC 5 5 

+ The enemy in great force on the 19th of April, attacked Lieutenant 
General De Wourms who commanded a detatched corps at Denaing, 
obliging him to retire, and thereby gaining poſſeſſion of Abſcon and a 
redoubt in front. Upon a reinforcement coming up, they were however 
driven back with great ſlaughter. The Heſſians had 5 officers, and 79 
. Ä aa, 
On Sunday the aoth, the hereditary Prince of Orange made a general 
attack upon all the poſts which the French occupied in front of Landre- 
cies, and took poſſeſſion of a ſtrong redoubt thrown up at the village 'of 


"Eloques within 600 yards of the place, of which he immediately availed 


bimſelf to cover the left flank of the trenches, opened that evening. The 
poſitions of the encampments were then changed, and the Duke's army 
took üp the ground it was intended to occupy during the ſiege, which 
had been previouſly marked out near Inchi, a village on the Chauſsée, 


between Le Cateau and Cambray, and as advanced 4 situation as the 


LETTER VI. 


Caue Ar Incur, * April 26, 1794. 


Deſcription of the Aid de Camp's ſtud.— General Attack onthe covering Armies. 
Noble behaviour of the Britiſh Cavalry. — General Manſel 's fall.— 
| Clair fait? s firſt check. 


FROM the Champ de Battaile I've the pleaſure to write, 
To announce a freſh victory. Gods, what a ſight! | 
From the heights of Cateau, ſnug and ſafe we beheld 
Whole myriads were ſlain, by our cavalry fell'd. 

The dogs we have maul'd and have pepper'd them well, 
As the hacks and the ſtains on our ſabres will tell. 

And you'll own that the laurel my temples ſhould crown, 
When I tell you five ſteeds I completely tir'd down. 

For orders conveying, we gallop'd ſo faſt, 

The balls whiſtled by us, and harmleſsly paſt ; 

Unlucky, alas! ſhould a charger fall lame, 

As the Carmagnols then at their leiſure might aim. 


Britiſh troops had ever been in; notwithſtanding which, they ſoon made 
themſelves perfectly at home, formed excellent kitchens, ovens, &c. and 
lived remarkably well, being plentifully ſupplied with proviſions by the 
markets of Le Cateau. The main body of the Imperialiſts wereencamped 
lo as to cover the beſiegers on the ſide of Picardie. 

* The troops were in this poſition (as might naturally from their ad- 
vanced ſituation, have been expected), kept conſtantly on the Alerte. An 
attack was made upon two detachments of Prince CoBoure's army, at 


the out poſts, on the 21; the Auſtrians repulſed their enemies with 


great ſlaughter, and bore off g pieces of cannon and a howitzer. On 


the ſame day an attempt was alſo made. to reinforce the .garriſfon of 


Landrecies, which produced a flight ſkirmiſh in front of the camp at 
Inchi, where the French were likewiſe defeated, and driven back upon 
Cambray. 
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[9 3 | 

Each ſteed of the warriors of yore had its bard; 
Then fay, ſhall the Muſes my nags diſregard ? 
Greeks and Trojans were ſung to a lyre moſt divine, 
And ſure of a fanza as worthy, are mine. 
Imprimis, there's DUNKIRK, at Tatterſall's bought 
For twenty, ſurpaſſingly beautiful thought, 
Who for ſixty, dirt cheap as I'm worthy belief, 
Was ſold to oblige the commander in chief. [ Corptr, 
Next FERRARIS, LINCELLES, and fam'd CHARLOTTE 
With BRUNSwIck renown'd for his ſcampering away. 
A horſe in his movements ſurpaſſingly fleet, | 
Whom I've mark'd for my ſaddle on ev'ry retreat. 
Apolrhus, and ERNEST, PRINCE JOHN, and the reſt, 
So excellent all, none can point out the beſt : 
And the poet their fame who attempts to recount, 
Should in Helicon dive, and on Pegaſus mount. 
Nay then, would his numbers fall ſhort of their merit, 
They ſhew ſo much blood, animation, and ſpirit ! 
But their pedigrees all I intend ſhall be ſeen 
At full length in a certain admir'd magazine, * 
But ſoftly, I've ſtarted too ſoon from the poſt, 
And muſt inſtant return, or the race will be loſt. 
That hiſtorian in fact from his purpoſe ſteers wide, 
Who fails to make method and order his guide: 
And I've time at command, as the s gone to ſnatch 

A Sandwich, before he begins his diſpatch. 
For we write them ourſelves, my dear Lucy remark, 
AA ha Felten lagh dat our eta 7 erb 
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No ſat' riſt will therefore be found ſuch an aſs, ; 
As to carp at the letters we ſend to Dundas. 
Nor ſhall I, though deſirous, be able to ſing, 
The feather the Bantzm had pluck'd from his wing; 
Which, though ſhap'd to an elegant pen, muſt remain 
Unſullied with ink, free from blemiſh or ſtain; | high, 
Twas ſcrap'd, nicely form'd, nibb'd, and brandiſh'd on 
Then grounded for ever, alas! with a ſigh. 
By our firing diſturb'd in the midſt of his nap, 

Apollo had riſen from fair Thetis's lap; 
And inſtantly darting a piercing bright ray, 
Diſcover'd our foes in full march, on their way 
To our camp; all the pickets were ſoon driven back, 
And in ſilence we form'd to await the attack. 
At one glance their weak fide by our chieftain * was ſeen, 
As they drew tow'rds the heights thro' a narrow ravine; 
Which a battery commanded, conceal'd from their view. 
Whence Ricochet ſhot we inceſſantly threw ; 
While our cavalry flanking them, charg'd front and rear, 
And the ſlaughter that follow'd would ſhock you to hear; 
For that writer but common politeneſs obſerves, 
Who ſpares his Fair reader's too delicate nerves, 
Full ſwift from the bow as the arrow departing, [ing ; 
Our men through their ranks were feen deſp'rately dart- 
Yet with pride as a Briton the trait I make known, 
Midſt the havoc was quarter and clemency ſhewn, 


'* The Duke of York had, on the morning of the 26th, obſerved the 
left flank of the enemy to be unprotected, and, by ordering the cavalry 
to wheel round and attack on that fide, afforded them an opportunity of 
gaining the higheſt credit by defeating the French amy, ſo much fu- 
perior to them in point of numbers. 
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Though meeting a baſe and perfidious“ return, 
Such demands on their mercy compels them to ſpurn. 


_ Unequal my lyre is, too feeble my lays, 


Their proweſs to paint, far ſurpaſſing all praiſe! 
And alas! we too harſhly had ſpoke, I'm afraid, 
Of the former delay F of our heavy brigade, 


Which Manſel this morning ſo glorioully led, 


Brave Manſel! whoſe ſpirit indignantly fled. 


* An advanced battalion of the enemy upon the approach of the 


Britiſh cavalry, threw down their arms, and demanded quarter, which 


vas inſtantly granted. No ſooner had the ſquadrons left them to attack 


the main body, than they loaded their pieces, and fired upon their ge- 
nerous conquerors, This ſort of treachery has ever been conſpicuous in 
the gallic heroes, though the hall of the National Convention ſo fre- 


_ quently reſounds with botabaſtic accounts of their good faith and hu- 


manity. | 

+ As the enemy were known to have aſſembled in great force at the 
Camp de Ceſar, near Cambray, Prince Cobourg requeſted the Duke of 
Vork would make a Reconnoiſſance in that direction; accordingly on the 
evening of the 23d, Major General ManszL's brigade of heavy cavalry 
was ordered about a league in front of their camp, where they lay that 
night at a farm houſe, forming part of a detachment under GENERAL 
Orro. Early the next morning, an attack was made on the French, 
drawn up in front of the village of Villers en Couchee (between Le Ca- 
teau and Bouchain) by the 1 5th regiment of Light Dragoons, and two 
ſquadrons of Auſtrian huffars; they charged the enemy with ſuch veld- 
city and force, that, darting through their cavalry, they diſperſed a line 
of infantry ſormed in their rear, forcing them alſo to retreat precipitately 
and in great confuſion, under cover of the ramparts of Cambray, with a 
loſs of 1,200 men, and 3 pieces of cannon. The only Britiſh officer 
wounded, was Captain AYLETT, 60 privates fell, and about 20 were 
woundcd, | 

Though the heavy brigade was formed at a diſtance under a briſk 
cannonade, while the light dragoons had ſo glotious an opportunity of 


diſtinguiſhing themſelves, there are none who can attach with propriety 


any blame on account of their unfortunate delay, for which General 
Orro was, ſurely, as having the command, alone accountable, and not 
General ManszL, who acted at all times, there is no doubt, according to 
the beſt of his judgment, for the good of the ſervice, - 
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Urg'd on by reproaches, all dangers he brav'd, 

No hero of Homer's more nobly behav'd: 

And I bluſh as the direful concluſion I tell, 

To feeling a martyr ! our countryman * fell. 

His death to revenge, hordes of French bit the duſt, 
While Fame in her temple, with Pride rear'd his buſt. 
And ah, if his ſpirit ſtill hovers in air, | 
May the praiſes of Britons his ſorrows repair! 

Our opponents afraid to attempt the Chauſsẽe, 
Made a circling detour to re-enter F Cambray : 
Thus, Meſſieurs les Patridtes ſuffer'd ſeverely, 

And paid for their troubleſome viſit moſt dearly. 
The Britiſh, to Inchi triumphantly led 

Near four hundred priſoners, CHAPUY at their head; 


And by Congreve's report, the good folks were ſo kind, 


As to leave their whole park of artillery + behind; 


* General MAnsEL ruſhing into the thickeſt of the enemy, devoted 
himſelf to death, and animated by his example, that very brigade 
performed ſuch prodigies of valor, as muſt have convinced the world, 
that Britons, once informed hozv to act, juſtify the higheſt opinion that can 
poſſibly be entertained of their native courage. Could ſuch men 


have ever been willingly backward ? Certainly not. 


+ General MANSEL's ſon, a captain in the gd Dragoon Guards, 
anxious to ſave his father's life, had darted forwards, was taken priſoner, 
and carried into Cambray. Since his exchange, he has declared that 
there was not, on the 26th, a ſingle French ſoldier left in the town, as 
Chapuy had drawn out the whole garriſon to augment the army deſtined 
to attack the camp of Inchi. Had that circumſtance been fortunately 
known at the time, a detachment of the Britiſh army might eaſily have 
marched along the Chauſste, and taken poſſeſſion of the place, ere the 
Republicans could poſſibly have returned, as they had in their retrea 


deſcribed a circuitous detour of ſome miles. 
1 A large quantity of ammunition, and 35 pieces of cannon. 


Amongſt them ſeveral of the new conſtructed tumbrills belonging to 
their flying artillery, on the top of which were leather ſeats for the can- 
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An attack the ſame moment the emp'ror ſuſtain'd, 

But firm on his perch the ſpread eagle * remain'd. 
While Bellegarde and Kinſty both daringly fell 

On their line, which, diſperfing made off to Capelle. 

On their haunches the Keyſers kept cloſe, till purſuit, 
Was arreſted by night with her aſpect of ſoot. 
While on this fide our vict'ry was brilliant, complete! 
In whiſpers we heard of Clairfait t and defeat; f 
Two ſounds which I grieve ſhould be ſuffer'd to meet. 
For ſurely, if ever a ſoldier was born, 

His country intended by fate to adorn, 

With truth and with pride we may venture to ſay, 
That hero was found in field-marſhall Clairfait; 

All their efforts no doubt, he'll contemptuouſly ſpurn, 
And the blows they have dealt him, with int'reſt return. 
On ſuch trifling miſhaps we've no time to reflect, 

So adieu, I muſt haſten our ſpoils to inſpett. 

Would that dinner was ſerv'd, I ſhall ſharply fall to t, 
And with dainties and bumpers my ſpirits recruit. 


noneers, that they might be at all times up with, and ready to ſerve 
their guns. Is this invention likely to prove as uſeful to the French, as 
the Duke of Richmond's horſe-artillery to the Britiſh? 
They were repulſed with conſiderable flaughter near Priches, and 
purſued by General Bellegarde, as far as day-light would permit, in the 
neighbourhood of La Capelle, having abandoned 22 pieces of cannon. 
The Britiſh loft 2 officers, 1 quarter-maſter, 52 rank and file, and 153 
horſes killed. g officers, 1 quartei-maſter, 8 ſergeants, 87 rank and file, 
and 91 horſes' wounded, 67 horſes miſſing, Major General Manſel, and 
Lieutenant Fellows were killed, Captain Pigot, Lieutenant Moore, and 
Lieutenant Froome wounded, and Captain Manſel was taken priſoner. 
+ The Republican viſits on the 26th were general along the whole 
frontier, from the electorate of Treves to the ſea. They ſucceeded in 
forcirg the poſt of Moucron, and took Ae of Menin, puſhing for- 
wards towards Courtray, 


LETTER VII. 


Hear Quanruns, Tovzway, May 4, 1 794. 


Surrender 2 Landrecier—4 retrogade Mavement—Abſurd German Bliquetle—- 
A Theater S torm—lts COTS LEEDS 


4 


118 my lot by this es in a varying nw b 

At once both good fortune and bad to rehearſe, 

On this ſide our proſpetts are gloriouſſy bg 2 

On that, there is ſeen ſcarce a glimm' ring of e | 
Dark threatening clouds the wide landſcape pervade, 
The front richly glowing, the background in made: : 
We muſt ſpeedily ward off the gathering ſtorm, 

Or that Sombre appearance the whole will 3 
Landrecie's our own, and I hop'd to have ſtated 

The fall of Maubeuge; en avant to have dated. 

But, alas! when our plans were arrang'd to pulls on, 
Freſh tidings unwelcome arriv'd from Moucron*, 
And the ſubſequent letters from CLAlRrAlr receiv'd, 
Delay'd the great deeds we ſhould elſe have atchiey'd. 


x 
1 x 4 
* = 
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On April 30, intelligence arrived of CLAIXTATT's having experi- 
enced a check at Moucron on the agth, which poſt had been retaken by 
a corps of Hanoverians under Count Oyenhauſen. The French having 
poured down upon it a third time en maſſe, CL a1 FAIT, who had Joined 
the Hanoverians, was obliged to retreat, and take up a polition covering 
the Chauſsẽe from Tournay to Courtray; a retrograde movement was 
conſequently expected, as no time was to be loſt before Landrecies, 
The garriſon of Menin under the command of Major General Hammer- 
fein, conſiſting of 4 battalions of Hanoverian infantry, and four compa- 
nies of loyal emigrants, behaved nobly. They were ſummoned to ſur- 
gn and give up the emigrants, which they peremptorily refuſed; and 
"ang theinſelyes completely ſurrounded, ſallied forth, and cut their 4 
oy word in hand through the enemy 'i ranks, "with forfiinately but 1 
little loſs. i 
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A plague on that fortreſs deteſtable vile, 


That neſt of marauders ! a plague upon Lille; 


For a thorn in our ſides we at all times have found it, 
Forth vomiting fiends on the country around it. 

To plunder, lay waſte, and to ſlacken their thirſt 
With blood overgorg' d- till quite ready to burſt. 

And then when their meaſure of crimes is replete, 
Weigh'd down with their fpoils to their dam they retreat. 
Who like Sin on. the confines of Pluto's domain, 
Receives in her womb her fell offspring again; 

And as yet little good has aris'n it; appears, 

From arming the rabble we ſtyle Volunteerst, 

We conceiv'd they'd unite their own lands to defend. 
And be able with ſtarv'd Carmagnoles to contend, 
Who, no longer with pillaging Menin content, 
Towards Courtray in ſwarms their ſteps daringly bent. 

* The French in many of theſe predatory excurſions, were guilty of 
the moſt horrid exceſſes, eſpecially when they ſuſpected the inhabitants 
of having cencealed any part of their property. Prieſis being marked 
objects of their reſentment, were frequently butchered in cold blood. 
Ever guided by caprice and whim, they at times would content them- 
ſelves with co! llecting their booty, and retire without having committed 
any of thoſe atrocities which would probably mark their next viſit. 


+ The Emperor had determined towards the cloſe of the laſt Cam- 
paign, to arm the Peaſantry, that they might be induced under the 


idea of protecting their own property, to aſſiſt in covering his Fron- 


tiers from iavaſion. 
As Weſt Flanders is extremely populous, great numbers of theſe vo- 


Tunteers enrolled themſelves ; and the ſmall arms taken at Valen- 


ciennes, Conde, and Le Queſnoi, were ſufficient to Equip them for the 
field. But, when the grand army advanced upon Landregies, and the 
French came thundering down en maſſe upon Crainrair's bandful of 


men, they were of little or no uſe. The inhabitants of the LowCountries, 


having upon all occaſions, ſhewn themſelves diſaffected to the Imperial 


Government, it was a dangerous experiment {to put offenſive weapons 
into their hands, though perhaps a want of men juſtified it. Many of 
them there is no doubt in the end turned upon the Allies, and ke 


the French to overrun the country. Mal us; 
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Where, fly dops, they well knew there was booty in-ſtore, 
They might riot for months *, and returning find more. 


Thank the ſtars, Couſin Orange his point gain'd ſo ſoon, 


Had Landrecies held out next day but till noon, 
However ſome folks might have low'r'd and cry'd fie on't, 


We all had decamp'd, my dear Lucy, rely on't. [ ſcroll, 


Then the French might have lengthen'd their favorite 
And giv'n Coz. a place in their Chant Carmagnole f. 

At midnight the mules were led forth, and the plate 
Made them crouch tow'rds the ground with its ponderous 
For Francis requeſted | we'd haſten to Join [ weight. 
CLAIRFAIT, and our force with the Mareſhall's combine ; 
Who fatigued with freſh foes pouring down without end, 


Was at lag, to his e * to attend. 


* Courtray was PEI for a manufaQory of very fine linen cloth, 
brought to ſuch perfection, that ſamples could be produced nearly as de- 
licately woven, and as even as cambric. The merchants had not time to 
remove their ſtock in hand, and the quantities carried off by the Repub. 
lican free booters were immenſe, and valuable in the extreme; the prime 


pieces producing eighteen ſhillings per yard. 


+ The French recorded every advantage they gained over the Allies, 


in the Song called La Carmagnol. Upon the retreat from Dunkirk, 
they did his Royal Highneſs the Commander in Chief the honour 172 in- 


4 him as n : 


Le wh de Y—x s'etoit promis, 

Que Dunkirk ſeroit bientot pris, 

Mais ſon coup a Manque, 
Grace a nos Cannoniers. 


CHO: 


Hs Box Danſonz la Carmagnole, 
5 PT RING Vive. le ſon, 

65. 008 bot Danſons la Carmagn ole, 

Vive le ſon, du Canon. 


'4 Landreclis hat been — aad of April, hut the Gover- 
nor refuſing to ſurrender, the bombardment recommenced, and was con- 
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(44) 
By the ſound of retreat 1 fad experience has ſhewn, 
The ſteadieſt troops in More are thrown: 
It conveys ſuch a chill to the Veteran's er 
As inſtantly makes him unfit for controul.” 
After eight hours hard fighting the braveſt will mind i it, 
However, by turns ſoften'd down, he may find it, | 
For tis fix'd in our minds ever ſince the creation, 
That the firſt law of nature is ſelf- preſervation. 
With conciſeneſs, dear Girl, my narration to ſweeten, 
Suffice it CLAIRFAIT was N beaten; 


tinued for three days with unabating ſeverity. On the 3cth the garriſon 
demanded a ceſſation of hoſtilities for ' 48 hours, to draw up articles of 
capitulation, but on account of the intelligence received from CLAIx- 
FAIT, only one hour was granted. —8000 men ſurrendered themſelves 
as priſoners of war; about roco of the garriſon, and nearly 2co of the 
inhabitants loſt their lives during the bombardment, which commenced 
on the 2gth, The houſes had been much damaged by ſhells thrown into 
the town, though ſcarce any impreſſion had been made upon the fortifi- 
cations, At eleven o'clock that ſame night, the * of YoRK,s army was 
in motion. 

* CLAIRFAIT had determined to attack the enemy, upon the arrival 

of ſix battalions of Auſtrian Infantry he daily expected from the Empe- 
ror's army. P:CcHEGRU-awarethat after the fall of Landrecies, CLars- 
rar would receive? conſiderable reinforcements, was however before- 
hand with him, and advanced upon Moucron, at eight o'clock in the 
morning of the 2gth. The Auſtrians behaved with great conrage and 
their uſual firmneſs till four in the aſternoon, when the orders to retreat 
were given, and they fell back in ſuch conſuſion, that it became ee 
ſible to rally them. 

At this period Gen. Bravlizu gained ſome nkrable advantages in 
the neighbourhood of Arlons, ſituated in the Duchy of Luxemburg. 
Having carried ſeveral important poſts, he attacked the French Camp at 

Wolfberg, where they had 20,000 men, forming a part of their grand 
army of 52,000, —Aſcending the mountains the Republicans fled in every 
direction, upon the approach of the Auſtrian columns. BZAUT TEU re- 
turned 4 officers, and 300 privates killed and wounded, and computed 
the loſs ſuſtained by his adverſaries at upwards of 800, 6 guns, a howit- 
er, with ſeveral hotſes, kammuhitien-waggons, and [74 priſoners, 
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And his enemies, conquerous in ev'ry attack, 
Our army on Flanders was forc'd to fall back; 
But the EM KOR and ConouRe'both daringly preſs'd 
En avant, ſtill determin d Maubeuge to inveſt, | 
By ambition much more than by prudence poſleſs'd. 
Our ſtaff unaccuſtom'd fatigues to endure, 

Gallop'd muttering forwards ſnug births to ſecure. 
Deſirous for once to abide by the rough of it, 
I march'd with the Guards and experienc'd enough of it. 
The firſt night I brav'd, and, befriended by weather, 
Its weight on my mind might be pois'd by a feather. 
At Famars * were we halted three hours, where all woes 
Were ſteep'd in oblivion by balmy repoſe. 
When rous'd from our ſlumbers refreſhing and ſweet, 
With ſorrow we heard the harſh Generale beat. 
'Twas long ere our column was form'd, for you know 
From time immemorial great bodies move ſlow. 
Tho' jaded enough, as I needs muſt confeſs, 

That they gave us a five miles detour you l ſcarce gueſs, 
At Valenciennes againſt us was barr'd ev'ry gate; 
So will'd Etiquette + and high Keyſirlick ſtate. 


* The army bed at Famars, about two o'clock in the afternoon, on 


the Iſt of May. 


+ The Auſtrians never upon any 3 permitted foreign troops to 


paſs through their garriſoned towns, and their own co-operating with the 
Britiſh, were looked upon in ther light ; frequently in the laſt Campaign, 


when the route lay in the direction of Valenciennes and Le Queſnoi : the 


Britiſh army has on that account been obliged to make long and tatiguing 
detours; but keeping up that nonſenſical form at a time when troops were 
upon a forced march, haſtening to co-operate with-one of their own ge- 
nerals, for the dene of their Sovereign's territories threatened with 
a formidabfe invaſion, was ſurely inexcuſable, and impolitic-in' the er- 
treme. Though liable to be called into action for any thing they knew 
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Thus breaking thro' all hoſpitality's laws, 1 { 
Nos amis for complaint you'll allow: gave us 3 1 5 
Our troops were compell'd the Chauſſee to anke, 
Malgrez eux, to a miry deep road to betakec, 
Where the cannon ſo frequently fluck in the mud;.... 5 
That night having harneſs d her ebony ſtud. 
O' ertook us, and frowning at this our intruſion, 
Determin'd to throw us in horrid confuſion , 
From her clutches in future, good heavens defend us, 
For ne'er was the Hag ſo completely tremendous. 
Could I gain to my cauſe an Hexameter Muſe, 
A-fabje& more proper, what poet could chuſe 
Than her terrors! but vainly I batter my eg 
My pen glances off into titupping ſtrains. 


More proper I on to hand over twould "gy 
To heroic deſcribers ſo glorious a theme ; * 
Vet I hope as the trifle eſcapes from my Wd. 1175 


That my tropes unaffected you'll ſtill underſtand. 


Each fiend had apparently flown from his ſnade, 


O'er a kingdom unpeopled the ſceptre was W 

By Hell's griſiy Monarch. the elements raged, | 

And fancy depicted the furies engaged. 

So jet black an atmoſphere round us was ſpread, head. 
That I ſcarce could diſcover e en BRuxswIck s white 
Save at times when loud peals' of harſh thunder between 
Broad flaſhes of light'ning illumin' d the ſcene. view d 
Then the heavens ſeem'd to open, and ayye ſtruck we 
The ſplendid refulgence which inſtant enſued. 
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from darpare road, into heavy — . e through nes the hor- 
ſes were ſcarcely able to drag the ,artillery. and, ammunition Waggons; 
and, bwing to che frequent and unavoidable halts, it e be- 
fore the troops reached Raiſmes. ES 


His horſe ſo named, —See Letter VI, Campaign of 2796 | 
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Our deplorable ſtate, Which before was conceal'd 

From our knowledge, at intervals thus was reveal'd. 
Here, a batt horſe was ſeen in the mud holes to flounder, 
There, with all its etceteras a proſtrate nine pounder. - | 
With ſoldiers and waggons the ditches were cramm'd, 
With long tail Troupees, all the waters were dam'd, 
And, alas! we had nearly'to mourn an event, 

That with' ſorrow the hearts of the army had rent. 

LAKE foremoſt at all times their labours to ſhare, 

To their comforts attending with fatherly care, 

Had nearly a ſacrifice fall'n to that night, 

But pleas'd, his eſcape with his perils I write. 

His ſpirited charger hung back, and diſmay'd, 

By the fork'd flakes of fire darting round him that play'd, 
Contemning controul foam'd, and plunging with force, 
From ſide to ſide madly directed his courſe, 

Till headlong he ruſhed in the treach'rous foſlee : 

His rider ſore bruis'd long in agony lay, 

Few able aſſiſtance to lend, ſo pitch dark 

Was the night, very few could his danger remark. 
Once diſcover'd, I've ſcarcely occaſion to tell, 

All flew to his aid, for they thought on LINCELLES. 
Perceiving it totally fruitleſs and vain 

To proceed Midſt the ſtorm and the deluge of ram, 
Thro' the ſcatfer'd mix'd ranks it was ſoon underſtood, 
Each diſperſing, ſhould ſhift for himſelf#, as he could. 


Into ſuch confuſion was the army thrown, that Auſtrians and Britiſh, 
cavalry and infantry, were all jumbled together ; ſcarce ten men per 
company would be brought up the next morning to the Abbaye Viſcoine, 
by the guards, or as many per troop by the cavalry; when the ſtragglers 
were collected, the whole proceeded to St. Amand, halted till the 34 of 
May, and than were marched to their Camp near Marqain, a village 
about a league from Tournay, a little to the right of the Chauſſte lead» 
ang to Lille, 
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O! Lucy, what raptures I felt the next day,” 
When I ſaw at a diſtance the ſpires of Try 
My extatic ſenſations no words can explain, 
When hail'd by the roſy gill'd fathers again. 
Thus lucky, if ever a mad volunteer, oo 
I fally forth more - may, O wiſh moſt ſevere! . 
| May Lucy refuſe all the joys ſhe can give, 
| And baniſh'd from beauty a wretch may I live! 


[a 
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LETTER VIII. 


Hs An QUARTERS, TouRNAY, May 19, 1794. 
gau ohne. Peril. Miraculous Eſcapes. - 


OH, Lvcy ! we've been in a terrible ſcrape, 

And truly miraculous, Girl, our eſcape. 

Conceive all that's bad, then you'll half underſtand 
Our perils by ſea, and our perils by land; 

And had it not been for the fleeteſt of ſteeds, 

You muſt weeping have mounted the bombazeen weeds ; 
And, O ſhocking to think of the mournful parade ! 
The nation at large been in fables array'd : 

In fables array'd, for near popp'd from the hooks 
Were the —— and your hero, and caſt to the rooks, 
But let me my fluttering gooſe quill reftrain 

In a ſtyle chronologic, events to explain. 

Yet that cursed eight pounder ſo near ſtruck me dead, 
That order and method have flown from my head. 
Before me ftill dances the Stygian Ferry, 

And grim-viſag'd Charon appears in his wherry, 
With his iron-ſhod boat-hook repulſing my ghoſt, 

As unburied my corſe on the turf had been toſs'd, 
Begone filly phantoms, I'm ſound as a roach, 


My dangers are paſt, and my pleaſures approdch SEO? | 


And now to my hiſt'ry ; intent to combine 

Our force with CLairrair's, on the enemy's line 

An attack was thought proper, and ergo decreed, 
Ere with ſafety we could tow'rds the Keyfirs proceed. 


( 40 ) 


This plan was no ſooner arrang'd than prevented; ” 
And as matters turn'd out, we were fully contented; 
For a favorite maxim it ſeems with our foe, 

That the battle's half his who obtains the firſt blow. 
To be brief, my ſweet Girl, ces Meſſieurs Patriotes, 
Advancing drove in our Tirolians * and Croats; 
Then menaced our left, where in ambuſh hard by, 
Old KAUNTTE was plac'd in a wood, ſnug and ily ; 
Like a tyger half-ſtarv'd, he ſprung forth on his prey, 
And forced them to croud all their ſails, and away. 
But they ſpeedily rallied, and little diſmay'd, 
Puſh'd on in the face of a briſk cannonade. 

Again they attack'd us, again were ſubdued, _ 

And ſlaughter and carnage moſt horrid, enſued. 

To our Chieftain their right unprotected appear d. 
And their courſe tow'rds that flank our brave cavalryſteer d. 
Their valour to ſing, what preſumption is mine! 

It calls for a lyre ſtrung by fingers divine; 

For ſhould fulſome bombaſt the pure paper deface, 

The poet would find hnſelf plung'd in diſgrace; 
And tho' Fortune that whimſical jade with a frown, 

In ſhadow en maſſe t throws our W Nrn. 


/ 


* On he roth 8 May, at day-break, the Wee 1 
their attack upon the Duke of Yorx's army, and having driven in the 
out poſts, attempted to gain the left flank, which was however protected 
by a thick wood, where the Auſtrian regiment of Kavnirz was poſted. · 

+ However ſucceſsful the ſyſtem adopted by the French nation, of 
forming themſelves like the ancient Romans into one immenſe military 
Republic, has unfortunately proved in the end, the Britiſh have upon 
every occaſion been victorious, when engaged ſeparately with their ene- 
mies. Their little ſucceſsful ſkirmiſhes muſt afford ſubjects of pleaſing 
contemplation to their countrymen, as they prove that Engliſh ſoldiers 
| Have done their duty, and will in ſome degree conſole them for the failure 
of every effect yet made uſe of to ſubdue our Hydra-headed enemy by land, 
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She kindly determines the Britiſh ſhould reap 
Such laurels as ever their verdure muſt keep.” 
All the retrogade motions of ninety and four, 
We perhaps in the end may have cauſe to deplore; 
Vet let JohN BULL reflect ſhould he growl and nn 
To our cavalry this was a glorious Campaign; 
Which nothing more clearly can bring to his view, 
Than the honour they gain'd on the plains of Baiſieu®. 
The French at one glimpſe our intentions perceiv d, } 
And with wonderful firmneſs the charge was receiv'd. | 
Our ſquadrons pour'd down with ſuch ſpirit and force, 

That they quickly diſpers'd all the Carmagnol horſe; 

Still the infantry made a more ſteady reſiſtance, - 

And their muſquetry kept our brave troops at a diſtance. 

Thrice they charg'd, tho' apparently death they embrac'd, 

Againſt them ſo firmly the ee T were e pe d. | 


* Lieut. Gen. 1 was a de to 3 . right Pas of the 
enemy with fixteen ſquadrons of Britiſh Cavalry, and two of Auſtrian 
Huſſars: between them and the enemy's column of Infantry. the ground 
had been planted with rape, to prepare for which the Farmer digs deep 
narrow trenches, reſembling thoſe formed where celery is planted. Not 
aware of this circumſtance, our dragoons charged, and many of their 
horſes fell, (as the ground where rape is planted, is hardly paſſable by 
Infantry, ) which occaſioned ſome degree of confuſion, and they were 
obliged to retreat, and make their attack upon another quarter, where 
they found the French drawn up to receive them in a cloſe compact 1 
column. | 

+ Infantry, if firm and ſteady, muſt at all times keep cavalry at bay. [ 
| The front ranks kneel, and placing the butts of their firelocks firmly on i 
the ground, oppoſe the points of their bayonets to the breaſts of the 4 
advancing horſes, while the rear ranks keep up an inceſſant fire upon the i 
riders. Nine times out of ten, Infantry after ſuſtaining one or two | 
charges begin to waver, and then the weight and rapidity of cavalry | 
myſt prevail. In this inſtance the French were ſteady till ſome pieces f 
of artillery were brought to bear upon them, and the dragoons wers | | 


thereby enabled to penetrate their column. 
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At length when our amuzettes order'd to play 

Midſt the thick crouded ranks of Meſſieurs les Fre rancois.. 
Took the wih'd-for effect, on all ſides they gave way. 
Then our wary dragoons with a heart piercing ſhout, © 
Thund' ring down, broke the line and completed the rout, 
Right, left, front, and rear, fell promiſcuouſly hew'd, 
And the field was with limbs and lopp'd carcaſes ſtrew'd 
More trifling the loſs by the Victors ſuſtain'd, 

Than uſual when ground /o diſputed, is gain d. 
You'll exclaim that this buſineſs I enter too large in, 
And wifh- that I ſtated our loſs as per margin *. 

By a Wearied out bullet Prince ERN EST was bruis d, 
But ſome herbs, N—TH aſſures us, in brandy infus'd, 
With a ditte repeated, and bleeding, he's ſure 

Will ſoon bring about a moſt excellent cure; 
And N nf is a man of ſuch judgment profeſs d, 

That on that head our minds are entirely at reſt. 

Har Cl-xr- x, that noiſy that ventureſome boy, 
Whoſe Tprightlineſs tends cank'ring care to deſtroy; : 


50S The Brit wI bn the eek; only r ſerjeant, 30 rank and file, and 
90 horſes killed. —6 officers, 4 ſerjeants, 73 rank and file, and 188 horſes 
wounded, with 92 miſſing. The Hanoverians on the right were attacked 
with equal vigour, but maintained their poſt. Prince ExxxsT reed 

a contuſion on the elbow by a ſpent ball. Major CLIx Tro, Aid-de-Camp 
to bis Royal Highneſs, Capt. Hawxes, and Lient. Axcnzx of the Six- 
teenth Light Dragoons; Lieut. Joxxs, Second Dragoons; Cornet 
SMITd of the Royal Horſe Guards Blue; and Cornet Bop of the 
Sixth Dragoon Guards, were wounded. The ſeveral attacks were made 
upon the poſts of Sailli, Baifieu, Campbin, Bachi, &c. extending from 
Lannoi towards Orchies.—-18 pieces of cannon, and 700 priſoners were 
taken during the day, and the AR loſs was computed at 2000, killed 
and wounded. 

| + Surgeon to the family of his Royal Highneſs, and of courſe a con- 
ftant reſident at head-quarters. 
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Manag'd matters ſo ill he near got a quietus, 

But again with his wit he'll be able to treat us, 

Yes again he the table ſhall ſet in a rar., SCE 
And quiz ev'ry fellow we'reckon a boar: | [doubt 
For his wound is a fleſh wound, and NorTH there's no 

By his ſatisfied nod, will ſoon bring him about. | 

And if we, may judge by his {kill at a gooſe, 

N—rTy's lancet of late has been often in uſe, 

For I'm told your nice Surgeons will carve to a hair, 

And he carves as he eats, till the viſitors ſtare. 

But when Hal is recover'd I'll then be his tutor, 

And teach him to take better care for the future. 

The French owed to Kaunitz a terrible grudge; 

And determin'd to make the old Veteran trudge, 

For they knew that he put the firſt ſpoke in the wheel, 
When they thought on our camp undiſcover'd to ſteal. 
So reſolving in force to puſh over the Sambre, 

Were ſeen in ſuch cluſters on pontoons to elamber, 
That KA UNIT; fell back to take up a ſtrong ſtation, 
Well covering Mons, then in great trepidation. 

And the Carmagnols, juſt as he wiſh'd and ſuſpected, 
Purſued, where by works and entrenchments protected. 
He was able to give them ſo handſome a dreſſing“, 

That in future they'll ſcarce be ſo forward and preſſing; 
vet theſe frequent attacks on his ſev'ral commanders, | 
185 os Emperor Ware 9 2 of F N . 


* The enemy having ſucceeded in forcing the paſſage of the Sambre, | 
obliged Gen. KauNni1z to fall back upon Mons, in which poſition he | 
was attacked on the 14th of May. His army proving l he 
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So great Cæfar came poſt *-with his whiſker-lipp'd train, 
In wrath that they dar'd to beſiege his domain; 
Determin'd at once to pour down in ſuch force 
On his foes, as ſhould ſoon make them alter their courſe, 
And ſwore if with CLAIRFAIT we mingled our banners, 
He'd very ſoon mend Monſieur PichnoRu's manners. 
Again on Menin and on Courtray would ſeize, - 
When both armies join'd on this ſide of the Lys. 
- "me acompliſh this purpoſe once more we were rous'd, 

Ere we'd felt ourſelves fettled and quietly hous d; 
Feus de joie, and the recent Te deum we found, 

Still ſtrike on our ears with a low buzzing ſound. 
The kind-hearted Monks bleſs'd our arms, ſprinkled water, 
And pray'd we might hoſts of our enemies ſlaughter, 
While FERRARISs his bit champing, ſpurning controul, 
His eyes darting forth all the fire of his ſoul, 
Seem'd impatient till ſlow preparation ſhould end, 
And enable your champion bis back to aſcend. 


purſued the Readme, and obliged them to repaſs the river with a 
loſs, the Gazette ſtates, of 5000 men, and 3 pieces of cannon. That ac- 
count muſt however have been greatly exaggerated, as the returns of 
the enemy skilled and wounded generally are, being at all times matters 
of mere conjecture. | 

* CLAirFAtT was attacked and driven back upon Thielt, {between 
Courtray and Bruges,) the IIth, which determined the Emperor to give 
up all thoughts of penetrating into the heart of France, till he had 
driven the invaders from his own Frontiers: to accompliſh which pur- 
poſe it was neceiary, not only for CLAIRTAIT's army, and that under 
the Duke of Yoxx's command, to form a junction, but for the whole 
force to be conſolidated. His Imperial Majeſty accordingly leaving his 
Brother to conduct his army near, Orchies, ſent conſiderable reinforce- 
ments to the Corps of Auſtrians with the Duke, and arrived at Tournay, 
to put himſelf at their head, reſolving to attack the enemy between 
CLAIRTrAIr's army and his own, ſeparated by the River WS 
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Forth M inſtantly allied, as blythe and as gay, 
As the filver-ton'd thruſh in the middle of May. 
I firſt by the bye, took a peep at the yard, * 
And deliver'd the mules up in charge to the guard * 7 
Our column the fiftht of the army comprized, 
Which was thus with a march unexpected ſurpriz'd, 
You'd been dazzled, my love, with fuch myriads in arms, 
Who in Hyde Park Reviews find fuch exquifite charms. 


* The officer on his Royal Highneſs's guard, had uſually the honour 
of being intruſted with the care of the ſumpter mules and baggage, when 
any movement took place. 

+ On the 16th of May, the grand army advanced in five columns, the 
two on the left were deſtined to carry the paſſage of the River Margue, 
and by driving back the French, poſted on the oppoſite banks, to cover 
the operations of the 3 remaining columns, ordered to force the enemy 
in poſſeſſion of Roubaix, Watreloos, and Moucron, thereby favouring 
CLAIRFAIT'S manceuvres to paſs over the River Lys. By the intended 
junction of the two armies, all communication between Lille and Cour- 
tray would have been cut off, On the 17th the paſſage of the River 
Marque was forced ſo late, and the troops were ſo fatigued that they did 
not accompliſh the remainder of the propoſed plan, and the column on 
the right under Gen, Buse nE, finding the enemy at Moucron too ſtrong- 
ly poſted to riſque an attack, fell back upon Waercoin ſur PEſcaut, Lieut. 
Gen. Orros column advancing through Liers, drove the enemy from 
Watreloos, puſhing on to Tourcoin, between Menin and Roubaix, while 
that under the command of his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Voxx, con- 
ſiſting of ſeven battalions of Britiſh Infantry, (the Guards, and Second 
Brigade) 5 of Auſtrians, and 2 of Heſſians, with 6 ſquadrons of Light 
Dragoons, and 4 of Auſtrian Huſſars, moved forwards from Templeuve, 
forcing the enemy to evacuate Lannoi, after a ſhort cannonade, There 
Major Wz1Gart of the Artillery was unfortunately killed on nearly the 
ſame ſpot where Capt. SUTYERLAND fell, and Capt. Tuokxx rox loſt an 
arm the former Campaign. Major Waicnr was an officer of great pro- 
feſſional merit, and univerſally regretted by the army at large. His, 
thigh was ſmaſhed by a cannon-ball, in ſuch a manner, that no ſurgical 
aſſiſtance could be of the leaſt ſervice. Lieut. Col. LuDLow, of the 
Flank Battalion Guards, received a ſevere wound in the left arm by 2 
grape-ſhot, which gra immediate amputation neceſſary. 
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The ann as we march d 0 tow rde Roubaix from Toms 
Were 4 deſtin -d our een to prove. 
We treated their poſts with a few ſhot. and ſhell, 


And aw'd by our preſence they rapidly fell. 
Here the — would as prudence® commanded _ yd, 


Since the Auſtrians their deſtin'd attacks had delay d; 3 
But great Cæſar, puff d up by apparent ſucceſs, 


Still anxious tow'rds CLAIRFAIT'S poſition to preſs, 
Inſiſted we ſtraight ſhould advance on the foe, 
And ſuddenly ſeize on the poſt of Mouvaux. 


* The Duke of Vonx not having received any intelligence. from. the 
columns on his right and left, after having carried the poſt of Roubaix, 
did not think it prudent to advance any further, but meant to have taken 
a poſition on the heights behind Lannoi, leaving the advanced guard un- 
der Gen. ABERCROMBIE at Roubaix. The orders for this purpoſe were 
actually given, when the Emperor dire cted his Royal Highneſs to pro- 
ceed to the attack of Mouvaux. Thus the blame of having advanced 
this column ſo near to the fortreſs of Lille, was certainly removed from 
the Britiſh Commander in Chief, and the ſubſequent misfortunes ſuſtain- 
ed by the troops, were entirely owing to the raſhneſs and indiſcretion of 
his Imperial Majeſty. The attack was however inſtantly made by the 
4 battalions of guards, forming the advanced corps, led on by General 
ABERCROMEBLE, After a ſhort but lively cannonade, the grenadiers and 
light infantry daſhed into the village, and in taking poſſeſſion of it, Lieut. 
Col. ManNess, who commanded the Light Infantry, was flightly | 
wounded, The Republicans retired, leaving 3 pieces of cannon behind 
them, and were purſued by the Light Dragoons as far as Bondues, a village 
on the Chavſſ&e, about one league and three quarters from Lille, and 
| Lieut. Col. CyurcaLL reported great numbers that his men had ſabred. 
| Lieut. Gen. ABERCROMBIE remained with the guards at Mouvaux :— 
4 Auſtrian Battalions were poſted to cover Roubaix, and the Second 
Brigade was detached to the left, under the command of Major Gen. 
Fox, to take up a poſition on the Chauſlee, leading from Roubaix to Lille, 
(near Croix.) The advanced poſts e with Gen. Orro, 


on the heights towards 1 Ep 
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ABERCROMBIE was deſtin'd to lead on the van, 
That ſteady, that brave, cool, deliberate man? 

In whom ev'ry talent is ſeen to combine, 

By which we the Soldier, the General define. 

His deep-mouth'd artillery ceaſing to roar, 

We knew by that token reſiſtance was oer. 

In a very few moments the fall we could ſee 

Of that dry naked Pole y'clep'd Liberty's Tree, 
Which if we're permitted to judge by the fruit, 

Has never in Gallia found means to take root. 

The rri- colour u banner was hurl'd to its baſe, 

And the union triumphantly wav'd in its place. 
Now, Lucy, prepare, I'm about to diſcloſe, 

A tale from your cheeks that muſt pilfer the roſe ; 
Muſt make all your beautiful hairs ſtand on end, 

As to perils unheard of before you attend. 

Ere Aurora had ſipp'd up the dews from the meads 
Or Apollo had harraſs'd his fire breathing ſteeds; _ 
Lille's ponderous gates on their hinges creek'd loud, 
And the Frenchmen came iſſuing forth in a croud, 
While llily another ſtrong column dre near, 
Which, Warn EL oo forcing thro', menaced our rear. 
One ſingle battalion, the whole that remained 

With us, as DEvàAx“ both the others obtain'd; 


'* The next morning at day- break, the enemy attacked Turcoin, where 
Gen. Dzvay was poſted, and two Battalions were detached by the Duke 
of York, to make a diverſion in his favour, with expreſs orders to fall 
back if hard preſſed: they however joined the Auſtrians, and thus, an 
opening was left on his Royal Highneſs's right. At this moment, Lille 
poured forth its numerous garriſon in every direction; while the Repub- 
licans from Moueron ſorced their way through Gen. Orros poſition by 
Watreloo. The Britiſh colamn was thus completely ſurrounded, and in 
their endeavours to retreat, the troops were thrown into the greateſt 
confuſion. The guards had fallen back through Roubaix, and had paſſed 
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Unable the fwalle® reſifienee to make, Py tA: ant 
Diſperſing were ſeen to their heels to betake. | 


Thus abandon'd on all ſides in vain we eſſay 8 uf n) 
To ſmell out the Firſt or the Second Brigade; | 


the gates of the town, when < batt horſes alarmed by the firing, which 
was inceſſant, broke in upon their ranks, kicking and plunging with their 
loads turned under their bellies; thus annoyed, the Brigade formed as 
regularly as circumſtances would permit, moving with the reſerve 
tillery in front towards Lannoi, ſuppoſing that town in poſſeſſion of the 
Allies. The Heſſians however had been driven from it with conſider. 
able loſs, and Lieut, Col. Concreve was firſt convinced of their retreat 
by ſome French Cavalry, (who were miſtaken for Heſſians,) riding up to 
cut the traces of the horſes drawing the guns, which he endeavoured to 
to turn upon the French, the moment he perceived they were in poſſeſ- 
fion of the town ; but owing to the narrowneſs of the road, and the 
elayey foil which clogged the wheels, could not effe& his purpoſe, before 
the Republican Huſſars accompliſhed theirs. The troops then faced about, 
and eſcaped with difficulty, but the whole of the artillery fell into the 
hands of the enemy, conſiſting fortunately of only light field pieces and 
howitzers. The Battalions finding their retreat cut off were forced to 
croſs the count: y towards Templeuve, and ſcrambled as well as they 
could to their camp at Marqu ain, with a loſs of near gco men, killed, 
wo unded, and miſſing. Capt. Dxun mom p of the Flank Battalions, was 
flightly wounded... The Auſtrian Huſſars encreaſed the confuſion, ' by 
riding over the infantry in every direction. Theſe Corps are certainly 
of great uſe, and, thoroughly convinced of that, are at all times 
anxious to take the beſt care of themſelves, poſſeſſing very little of that 
true ſteady courage for which their countrymen are generally noted, 
however valiantly they may charge and 3 a diſperſed, and beaten 
enemy. 243 1 

One of the colours belonging to the Third Regiment of Sade was 
unfortunately loſt, but not taken by the enemy as has been mit-stated. A 
Serjeant was carrying it caſed, as is uſual on amarch; when a party of Bri- 
tiſh Cavalry preſſing on their rear, the Battalion was ordered to open and 
let them paſs, in a very narrow road, with deep muddy. ditches on each 
fide; into one of thoſe the Serjeant with the colours was thrown, 
and ſtunned by the fall; upon his recovery in his hurry to overtake 
his Battalion, he forgot the colours. As we have ſeen no detail in the 
papers, of any pompous Conventional harrangue, upon the Republican 
General's having found the ' Britiſh Colours in a ditch,we may reaſon- 
_ ably (conclude its remains are mouldering there at this moment. 
_ © The Second Brigade did not eſcape fo well as the Firſt, being unable 
from their ſituation to make as ſpeedy a retreat. Cut off from the 
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Tho' we thought we had luckily found the right ſcent, 
When to Roubaix in chaſe of the Second we went, 
For we winded a delicate kick d- up ragout, 

Which whiſper'd friend F--x we ſhould ſoon have in view. 
But, alas! twas our dreadful misfortune to find | 
Fx was off, tho the ſcent remain'd ſtrongly behind, 
And judge, as a corner we gallop'd ſharp round, 

Our ſurprize, when the French in the village we found, 
Yet our horſes produc'd with their feet ſuch a clatter, 
That, little conceiving the truth of the matter, 

They thought we againſt them were cavalry leading, 

And were taking their leave with the utmoſt good breeding; 
But they gave us a volley of muſquetry firſt, - 

And General de Poſt Haſter's teeth cranch'd the duſt. 
We wheel'd on a pivot, no time to be loſt, 

And puſh'd tow'rds a river, or ditch, which we croſs'd. 

In the 's horſe ſtrong ſymptons of madneſs appear'd, 
For at ſight of the water he ſnorted and rear'd ; 


Guards, and finding Lannoi in the hands of the enemy, they fell back 
upon Gen. OTTo's column, at the village of Liers; cleared their way 
through their ſurrounding opponents repeatedly, and charged with ſuch 
fury, that they even took a momentary poſſeſſion of ſome French guns. 
No troops ever behaved with greater gallantry, and their eſcape was 
truly miraculous. The Fifty-third Regiment loſt 200 men. The Thirty- 
ſeventh 180; and the Fourteenth 150. Major BRow x of the Fourteenth, 
was wounded and taken priſoner. Capt. Cook, Lieut. MuRzay, and 
Lieut. CUNxNGHAME of the Thirty-ſeventh, fell alſo. into the hands 
of the enemy: Capt. BRISBANR, and Enſign Pi RRE, of the Fifty-third, 
were wounded, Lieuts, M*Kzns1Ex, of the. Thirty-ſeventh, and Ryand, 
of the Fifty- third, were miſſing. The Light Dragoons ſuſtained a conſi- 
derable loſs of men and horſes, Mr. BAbT Rx, ſurgeon to the Fifteenth, 
was killed, and his Mate wounded.—47 horſes were alſo killed, ga 
wounded, and 117 miſſing, including the horſes belonging to the Artil- 
lery, but excluſive of the officers* ſaddle. and batt horſes, many of 
which were taken by the enemy. Lieut. RoGzzs of the Artillery was 
wounded; and Lieut, DowNmAN miſſing, | 
VOL. II. E 
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And kick'd at the rowels, tho' often applied 

Till the ſpurs diſappear'd, buried deep in each due 
So his rider diſmounted and plung'd in the tide. 

Like a ſecond Leander he beat back the billows, 
And at length gain'd dry land by the help of the willows. 
The Carmagnols judging purſuit was in vain, 

Like Hell hounds ſtill eager our lives to obtain, 

An eight pounder-planited, and levelling well, 

Each ball they diſpatch'd from it, cloſe to us fell; ; 

For the beautiful ſtar they would fain have poſſeſt, 
Which dazzled their eyes on his Highneſs's breaſt. 
But, Luck, tho' my legs to their mercy I yielded, 
BRUNSWICK'S ſinewy ſhoulders my head fully ſhielded, 
For it ruſh'd on my mind, that at Norwood a witch 
Had declar'd like a dog I ſhould die in a ditch; 

And tho' all ſuperſtition as nonſenſe I treat, 

J fear'd her prediction, thoſe dogs would complete. 

A horſe* at a diſtance I ſpied on the ſhore, 

And his Highneſs was mounted as well as before. 
Our fears lent us wings, and we quickly gain'd ſight 
on 3 and halted with him for the gin | 
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This was hr ſuppoſed to have been a led borts: belonging to 
one” of his Royal Highneſs's Aid-de-Camps; but that gentleman gives the 
following account of the circumſtance. He was riding, attended by an 
orderly Dragoon, leading a horſe loaded with body cloths; and finding the 
girths of his own ſaddle looſe, diſmounted to buckle them up tighter, 
when his charger alarm'd by the firing galloped off. Not conceiving 
the batt horſe properly compariſoned for an Aid-de-Camp, to the Com- 
mander in Chief, he mounted the Dragoon's, leaving him with the 
other; which muſt have been the one on which his Royal nat ſo 
fortunately eſcaped, unleſs the Soldier caught Capt. 1's original 
run- away ſteed, as indeed appears highly probable, the only hiſtorical 
account. Wore has e * us an horſe was 9 
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Sure Lucy muſt own provocation enough, 

Made us mention Friend FRANCIS in terms rather rough ; 
For his obſtinate folly, take notice, my fair, 
Near conſign'd this poor body to birds of the air. 

Had he not mighty FREDERICK's advice raſhly ſpurn'd, 
Much better accounts I no doubt had return'd. 
Now, alas! he may bluſter and talk wond'rous loud, 
But his Sun of Proſperity's ſet in a cloud, | 
We ſneak'd back to Tournay creſt fall'n and diſgrac'd, 
And you'll ſigh as our loſs in the papers is trac'd ; | 
But we've ſeen ſome ſharp fire, and we're here to relate it, 
And we'll ſoon into every language tranſlate it. 
For in nothing on earth we more pleaſure diſcover, 
Than in boaſting of danger when once it is over; 
And therefore, my Charmer, e'en chatter your fill, 
Talk as much of our hair-breadth eſcapes as you will; 
But in danger, in confidence, or conſternation, 

Believe me your's, truly, without variation. 
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LETTER IX. 
Hzap Quanrens, TovzxAy, May 23, 1794. 


Pichegru's anſucesffl Attempts to inveſt T eurnay—The Aid-de-Camp a better 
General than the Emperor —The Second Brigade of Britiſh Infantry diſpoſeſs 
the French 7 the Village of Pontachin, by Storm, and change tbe 
| Fortune 170 the Day. | 


VICTORIA, RYE dull . ſhall 3 name 

Britannia, be placed in the annals of fame; 

We ve paid back our foes the late drubbing they gave us, 

And thank'd them in kind, for their wiſh to enſlave us. 
Ere Sol#* thro' our curtains had ventur'd to peep, 

Whilft Luna yet ting'd the ſtill waves of the deep, 

We were rous'd, from our ſlumbers by diſtant alarms, 

And the ſound of harſh drums beating loudly to arms. 

To the camp half awake then we inſtantly flew, 

Our forces in order of battle to view, 

When the Van under Busch, driven back from Eſpierres, | 

To the main body faſt we perceiv'd drawing near; 

For Picn'crv declar'd the firſt leſſon he got 

By rote, was to ſtrike while the iron was hot ; 


On the rgth of May, the poſition of the Duke's army was changed, 
the reſerve forming in line nearly parallel to the Chauſlee, leading from 
Tournay to Orchies; the reſt en potence towards Pontachin, occupying as 
out poſts, the villages of Blandin, La Main, Camphin, &c. 

The French advanced to the attack at day-break, on the morning of 
the 22d; and about nine o'clock their whole force, computed at 100, coo 
men, poured down upon the right wing of the Emperor's army ; with 
intention if poſſible of puſhing over the Scheldt, to inveſt Tournay. A 
column from Courtray bore down at the ſame time upon the village of 
Pieq, and one from Menin upon Templeuve, en Deſlemez, 


( 53. ) 


And true to his maxim drew yeſterday nigh us 
With an overgrown force, meant to awe and defy. us. 
Thus the firſt opportunity flew to embrace, . / -; ,;; -,., 
Having long caſt a leering ſheep's eye on this place; f 
For he'd heard of its wealth with a ſhrug of amaze, 
And wiſh'd to turn out a few red caps to graze; 

So following the blows up he'd recently dealt us, 
Again brought his thirty-two pounders* to pelt us, 
And the fire he kept up, ev'ry moment encreaſing, . 
Form'd a thundering concert ſublime and unceaſing; 
Our right wing long maſters remain'd of the Plan, 16 
Retreating at intervals force to regain, | 
Whenthe French, by the hopes of rich plundert impell d, 
Pour'd down with intention of crafſing the Sehe 


The French at all times bring WE: heavier guns into the field 
than the Allies, ever fince that ſyſtem was introduced by DV MOR IEE, 
at the battle of Jemappe. Before that period, pieces of ordnance of a 
callibre, to carry balls of 32 pounds weight, were never known to have 
been uſed as field Pieces. 

+ And what is it but the hopes of plunder that keeps the French ar. 
mies united? The troops it is evident have no regard for their leaders, 
as they ſuffer them to be dragged daily from before their eyes to the 
Guillotine; and they repoſe a truſt in the Rulers of the Convention, 
merely becauſe they find their wants ſupplied. Though torn from their 
cheerful hearths, from the boſom of their families, they are clothed and 
regularly paid; and while the war continues riot in luxuries in the con- 
quered countries, at a time, when the citizens unaffected by the Requi- 
ſitions, are ſtarving in the interior. Can it be expected, that 980,0c0 
men, regularly trained to the uſe of arms, will ever return peaceably to 
trim their vines, and paſs their leiſure hours in thoughtleſs gaiety, as 
heretofore ? certainly not. The ſoldiers will either ſeize upon the reins 
of government, and diQate laws tothe ſoi diſant Republique, or,dividing 
into ſeparate bands of free-booters, devour their own country, when no 
| longer permitted to prey upon their neighbours. peace to Europe 
muſt give a death blow to the Convention, or to the exiſting Government 


of the Republic by whatever name diſtinguiſhed ; : and ſhould PicaecRv's 


head retain its poſition on his ſhoulders, though his temples may not be 
encircled by the diadem, we may perhaps ſee. him reign for a period, as 
Military DiRator, With all the unboundea 1 power of the XIVth Louis, 
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LETTER IX. 
Heap Quanruns, Tournay, May 2 23, 1794. 


Pichegru's ns Attempts to inveſt 7 aurnqy— Tbe Aid · de- Camp a better 
General than the Emperor —The Second Brigade of Britiſh Infantry diſpoſſeſs 
the French Y the n F Pontachin, by Storm, and change the 

vo Fortune 75 the Day. | 


VICTORIA, aca All "ny ſhall thy name 
Britannia, be placed in the annals of fame; 

We've paid; back our foes the late drubbing they gave us, 
And thank'd them in kind, for their wiſh to enſlave us. 
Ere Sol* thro' our curtains had yentur'd to peep, 
Whilſt Luna yet ting'd the ſtill waves of the deep, 

We were rous d from our ſlumbers by diſtant alarms, 
And the ſound of harſh drums beating loudly to arms. 
To the camp half awake then we inſtantly flew, 

Our forces in order of battle to view, 

When the Van under Busch, driven back from Eſpierres, 
To the main body faſt we perceiv'd drawing near ; 

For Picn'crv declar'd the firſt leſſon he got 

By rote, was to ſtrike while the iron was hot; 


* On the 19th of May, the poſition of the Duke's army was changed, 
the reſerve forming in line nearly parallel to the Chauſlce, leading from 
Tournay to Orchies; the reſt en potence towards Pontachin, occupying as 
out poſts, the villages of Blandin, La Main, Camphin, &c. 

The French advanced to the attack at day-break, on the morning of 
the 22d; and about nine o'clock their whole force, computed at 100, coo 
men, poured down upon the right wing of the Emperor's army ; with 
intention if poſſible of puſhing over the Scheldt, to inveſt Tournay. A 
column from Courtray bore down at the ſame time upon the village of 
Pieq, and one from Menin upon Templeuve, en Deſſemez. 
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And true to his maxim drew yeſterday nigh 8, %% 110 453497 
With an overgrown force, meant to awe and defy. us. 
Thus the firſt opportunity flew/to embrace & 
Having long caſt a leering ſheep's eye on this place, 

For he'd heard of its wealth with a ſhrug of amaze, 
And wiſh'd to turn out a few red caps to graze; |. 

So following the blows up he'd recently dealt us. 
Again brought his thirty-two pounders* to pelt us, 
And the fire he kept up, ev'ry moment encreaſing, 
Form'd a thundering concert ſublime and unceaſing; 
Our right wing long maſters remain'd of the Plain, | 
Retreating at intervals force to regain. | | 
When the French, by the hopes of rich plundert impell's, 
Pour'd down with intention of croſſing the , 


The French at t all times bring much beavier guns into the field | 


than the Allies, ever fince that ſyſtem was introduced by Dvumovuriez, 


at the battle of Jemappe. Before that period, pieces of ordnance of a 


callibre, to carry balls of 32 pounds weight, were never known to have 
been uſed as field pieces. 

+ And what is it but the hopes of plunder that keeps the French ar. 
mies united? The troops it is evident have no regard for their leaders, 
as they ſuffer them to be dragged daily from before their eyes to the 
Guillotine; and they repoſe a truſt in the Rulers of the Convention, 
merely becauſe they find their wants ſupplied. Though torn from their 
cheerful hearths, from the boſom of their families, they are clothed and 
regularly paid; and while the war continues riot in luxuries in the con- 
quered countries, at a time, when the citizens unaffected by the Requi- 
Gtions, are ſlarving in the interior. Can it be expected, that 980,0c0 
men, regularly trained to the uſe of arms, will ever return peaceably to 
trim their vines, and paſs their leiſure hours in thoughtleſs gaiety, as 

_ heretofore ? certainly not. The ſoldiers will either ſeize upon the reins 
olf government, and diQate laws tothe ſoi diſant Republique, or, dividing 
into ſeparate bands of free - booters, devour their own country, when no 
longer permitted to prey upon their neighbours. —Peace to Europe— 
muſt give a death blow to the Convention, or to the exiſting Government 
of the Republic by whatever name diſtinguiſhed ; and ſhould PicntcRv's 
head retain its poſition on his ſhoulders, though his temples may not be 
encircled by the diadem, we may perhaps ſee. him reign for a Period, as 
Military Dictator, with all the unboundea power of the XIVth Louis. 
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retreat very early in the day. 
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But our twenty-four pounders drawn up on the ſhore, 
Indignant redoubled their bellowing roar : 

From their horrible jaws the dire meſſengers fled, 

And their courſe might be mark'd by the myriads of dead; 
From the clouds overloaded, concuſs'd* by the ſound, 
Iſſued torrents that flooded the country around, 


And tho lull'd was the fire by the weight of the rain, 


Encreas'd by ſuſpenſion, it burſt forth again. 

Far too feeble my powers are, dear Girl, I aſſure ye, 
To paint the tremendous' effects of its fury. 
From the ramparts of Tournay the fray was perceiv'd, 


And the hearts of the Natives all piteouſly heav'd ; 


But the prayers of our Monks at St. Martin's were heard, 
And the fite of poor Tournay, at leaſt was deferr'd ; 
Tho' could I have popp'd in a ſly word of advice, 
Believe me the day had been won in a trice; 

Juſt by planting ſome cannon a l'autre cote, 

De VEſcautf, pres d'la Montagne dite la Trinite, 
Which wonderful ſtaughter and havoc had made, | 

By treating our foes with a fire enfilade : 


-* Is is by no means uncommon to find rain brought down by a heavy 
cannonade; and the moſt experienced Veterans in the combined ar- 
mies declared, that a more inceſſant fire was never heard than was kept 
up on the 22d of May. The inhabitants of Tournay deſcribed the ef- 
fects of the artillery, to have been like uninterrupted peals of thunder, 
fucceeding each other ſo rapidly, that they became united, and formed 
one tremendous roar. 

+ Sir Ron xNT LAwRAIE when reconnoitering with ſome Light Dra- 
goons on the right banks of the Scheldt, near the village of Kain, im- 
mediately oppoſite to Pontachin, (which it muſt be obſerved is marked 
Ramegnies, on the maps of the country,) could plainly perceive 
many of the enemy's troops that were not brought into action, laying 
down upon the graſs, as the French Generals uſually keep great num- 
bers in reſerve, Had a few guns been planted there, they muſt have ta- 
ken the Republicans in flank, and probably would have obliged them to 


(. 55. ) 
However my counſel was never demanded, 
As Imperial Cæſar in perſon commanded, 
So had matters turn'd out, Lucy, better or worlſe, 
We all muſt have lauded his judgment of courſe. 
Bright Phœbus had finiſh'd his taſk, and to reſt, 
After all his fatigues turn'd his eyes to the Welt ; 
When our wearied-out troops were perceiv'd to remove 
From Pontachin, (previouſly driv'n from Templeuve,) 
And we very much fear'd if allow'd to remain 
In the former, the French would their object obtain. 
To Britons twas left to recover the day, 
The Saviours to prove of their fav'rite Tournay. 
Fox again was conſpicuouſly ſeen at their head, 
And his brave band of Vet'rans he glonouſly led! 
For if Vet'rans, dear Lucy ! by practice are made, 
. What troops have had more than our Second Brigade ! 
Vet the laurels they've reap'd they have paid for I fear, 
For their ranks have been thin'd* with a vengeance this 
year. 
Could I now their behaviour, ſurpaſling all praiſe, 
Paint 1n language befitting, a chaplet of bays, 
Apollo would place on my head, with a ſmile, 
But fo humble my muſe, unaſpiring my ſtyle, 
Not a ſprig will be deſtin'd theſe temples to grace, 
While on Cruſca's, whole brooms find a durable place. 
For a metaphor, he to the heav'ns will aſcend, _ 
None can equal his flights, and but few comprehend, 
Yet accept of ſuch verſe as is mine to beſtow, 
And ſuffice it, brave fellows! your countrymen know 


*The Fourteenth, Thirty-ſeventh, and Fifty- third Regiments, could 


1 only muſter 7, ooo men on the 22d of May, baving ſince they took the 


field in 1794, loſt 836 men, killed, wounded, and miſſing. 
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of their wounds. The other officers wounded were, Capt. SyEzD, and 


troops are not, generally ſpeaking, within ſight of each other, is by no 


(36 ) 


Ex- ry ſoldier on ſervice, has merited well, 

Whether ſcarlet, buff, yellow, or blue his lappelle; 

Not more rapid the hawk on the ſparrow. deſcends, | 
Ere his talgns the timorous priſoner rends, ; 
Leſs impatient the huntſman, fly reynard in fight, 
Springs forth to the chace, than they ſprang to the fight. 
Not a ſhot from their pieces allow'd to eſcape, _ 

And braving the volleys of bullets and grape, | 
With the bayonet they Pontachin forc'd, and purſu'd 
Their foes, who with wonderful fleetneſs endued ; 
Tow'rds Pich' RU their road were impatient to find, 
Leaving guns, ammunition“, and wounded behind; 
Thus their end was defeated, we're ſtill where we were, 
But, alas! I confeſs all our boaſting ends there; | 
For in ſpite of reſiſtance, this Champion of France, 
When defeated on this ſide, on that will advance; 

And ſcarce do our ears ſounds of victory greet, 

Than they're follow'd by orders that whiſper retreat ; 
And Mack has declar'd that unleſs inundation + 


Enſues, and drowns half the good folks of the nation, 


* Five hundred priſoners, and 7 pieces of cannon were taken by the 
Allies, in the courſe of the day. In ſtorming the village of Pontachin, 
the Second Brigade loſt 123 men, killed, wounded, and miſſing. Major 
of Brigade CockxrAnE, and Lieut. Mc'Lzaw of the Thirty-ſeventh died 


Lieut, MirckzLL of the Thirty-ſeventh ; Lieutenants Rozinson, Ro- 
ERS, and Enſign Piece, of the Fifty-third. The enemy's loſs muſt 
have been more than doubled in the official diſpatches ; it was there 
computed at 12,000, and including killed and wounded, could not cer- 
zainly amount to 5,000 : For we know that the effects of artillery, when 


means ſo dreadful as is commonly imagined, 
- + At this time it was evident that Flanders would ultimately fall into 


the hands ad the: $4 ona as there was no n of the 1 5 


( 
Theſe brigands, theſe ragged « deteſtable bands, 

Fair Belgium will wreſt from the Emperor's hands. 
For matters are brought to ſo deſp'rate a paſs | 
By the would-be Republicans, riſing en maſſe, 

That they talk of a ſerious and early debate, 

Whether now we ſhould leave it, or not, to its fate; 

If ——, but hark, the loud ratt ling of footſteps I hear, 
Dinner's ſerv'd, and unleſs I this moment appear, 

The ſallad will vaniſh, ere Tom gets a ſnack, 


So excuſe me, dear Girl—I muſt march to attack. 


lated reinforcement of Pruſſians, intended to co-operate with his Impe- 
rial Majeſty, General MAacx gave it as his decided opinion, that the 
fluices ſhould be opened, and Maritime Flanders laid under water : This 
would have ruined the country, deſtroying not only the lands, but the 
cattle, and probably many of the inhabitants; it was therefore rejected. 

Good accounts had been received from Gen. Bzaviizu, in the 
Duchy of Luxemburg. Having advanced upon Bouillon, on the 18th of 
May, he defeated a conſiderable body of French troops, covering that 
Canton, killed 1,200; took above aco priſoners, and 6 pieces of can- 
non, gaining poſſeſſion of the town, The coaleſced army on the Upper 
Rhine, had remained unmoleſted by the Republicans, and perfectly idle 
till the 18th, when a general attack was made upon Ogerſheim, Frank- 
enthall, and the neighbouring country. On the 21ſt, a Pontoon Bridge 
was thrown over the Rhine, and on the 22d, the Pruſſian Van croſſed un- 
der the command of Prince HoxenL.oHr, proceeding towards the 
Duchy of Deux Ponts, and eee the enemy back n Turkheim, N 
Kaiſerſlautern. 
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LETTER N. 


| Haan-QuanTan, Rewaix, Jae 77 1794 · 


Timely evacuation of Ti virnay.—Clairfait's defeats, þ We of general retre- 
grade movements.—Good Faith and Moderation of our Allies. ; 


OF thy turrets, poor Tournay,! we've had a laſt view, 

| To the fathers have ſigh'd an eternal adieu; 
Diſaſters have followed diſaſters ſo faſt, 

We've been forc'd to abandon St. Martin's at laſt. 

Now their linen, their laces, their ſilver and gold, 

Muſt be all without mercy, ſlap daſh carmagnol'd ; 

And thoſe monkeys “ and tygers will wallow in grain, 

Reap ſufficient to laſt them another campaign, 

And plump up their hollow lean faces again. 

WhatthoughORANGE had purpled the Sambreſ with blood, 

Though CLAIRFAIT their oj r attacks had withſtood, 


* The n $KIN, the tyger's HEART, 

When the Republicans over - ran the fertile provinces of F Wa the 
peaſants were preparing to put the ſicle to the grain; —and rich as the 
+ harveſt is at all times in that delightful country, it was in 1794 peculiarly 
abundant, . 

+ At this period the French were beſieging Charleroi, and, croſſing 
the Sambre, had taken up a poſition near Joſſelie (between Mons and Na- 
mur) to cover the ſiege, The hereditary Prince of Ox ANR on the 16th 
June attacked and defeated them. They were driven back, and forced 
to repaſs the river with a loſs, as it was ſtated, of 7, ooo men, 22 pieces of 
cannon, and g5 ammunition waggons. The enemy, however, a few days 
after, again croſſed the river in greater force, and were enabled com- 
pletely to inveſt the place. 

CLAIRFAIT had been forced to fall back from Thiel: upon Deynſe, 
and on the 23d, after an obſtinate engagement, in which he ſuſtained a 
conſiderable loſs of men, was forced to retreat to Ghent, 
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( 59 ) 
By numbers oppreſt, he gave way in the end, 
Unable with odds fo immenſe to contend ; 
And by retrograde motions his forces were ſent 
From pillar to poſt, till they ſhelter'd in GuzxT. 
You remember when laſt at keen appetite's call, 
I haſten'd to dinner, and ſhorten'd my ſcrawl ; 
That I told yon in council cur gen'rals would meet, 
And determine if fitting or not to retreat; | 
But little we thought to have found, to his ſhame, 
Prince CoBOURG wes playing a fly double game: 


That though of fam'd chieftains he'd form'd afierce quorum, 


The matter was fix'd ere he brought it before 'em. 
Ypres * gone, —CHARLERO! a bombardment ſuſtaining, 
Not a faint ray to brighten, our proſpects remaining; 
Bag and baggage we mov'd without further delay, 

And ſought out new ſtalls for the mules at RENAIx: 
Yet had we attended to Corourc, + I ween, | 
We now in the gripe of thoſe devils had been; 


* Ypres ſurrendered to the French on the 17th June, and the garriſon 
marched out on the igth as priſoners of war. The Governor might 
certainly have held out much longer than he did, as it was one of 
the very feww towns in Flanders where the works had been in ſome 
degree repaired. The plea for capitulating was a want of ammunition. 
The emigrants forming a great part of the garriſon were given up, as 
uſual, to be ſhot en maſſe. Intelligence had about this period been received 
that, on the 26th of May, Rog ESTIERE's motion had been paſſed in- 
to a decree, ordering the French troops to give no quarter to the Britiſh 
and Hanoverian ſoldiers : and, on the 7th June, the Duke of York gave 
out a very juſt, ſpirited, and humane addreſs to his army on the occaſion; 
well calculated to reſtrain them from butchering the priſoners Who 
might accidentally fall into their hands, under the ſuppoſition that the 
orders from the conventioa would be attended to by their armies. 

+ The emperor had, at this period, there is no doubt, determined to 
give up the provinces of Flanders, and the council of war, invoked to 
conſider what troops ſhould remain to garriſon Tournay, (as a part were 
to be detached to augment thearmy of the Sambre,) was a meer farce, for 
the Duke of York perceived the Auſtrians filing through the town the 
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Like rats in a trap, tis as clear as noon day, 
They'd have held up. to view nos fiers guerriers Anglois. | 
While the Keyſirs, ly dogs ! knew they'd no time to loſe, 
And in time ſlipp'd their ownbrawny necks fromthe nooſe. 
More and more ey'ry moment we're led to deſpiſe _ | 
Our valiant, our good, and our faichful allies; 

And ſimple JohN BULL far too nobly behaves | 
To a tribe of ſuch pilfering, pitiful, knaves., _ _ ;_ / 
There's Fred rich would pick out his money, heart, ſoul and 
Life, to obtain a few acres of Poland: | | 
And lately we hear that the pious ſhe-bear, 

A few hundred thouſands expects as her ſhare, 
For having growl'd forth for us many a pray'r. 
But alas! in this inſtance, old adages fail. 
Or the pray'rs of the righteous would ſurely nravail, . 384 
Great Cæſar talks loud of a want of ſupplies, a 
And repeats in his ſlumbers the word © ſubſidize:“ 

And P1TT ſays no reaſon on earth can be ſhewn, | 
Why he ſhould 'nt have ſnacks in the ſhape of a loan; ; 
Reſerving the power in his on courts to ſue him, 

And in failure of int'reſt to ſmaſh and undo him. 

Egad, now I think on't again, he had better | 
Beware ſwinging coſts, and the Councellor's rol | 


very moment the matter was debate and, juſtly este at Alis l in- 
ſtance of treachery on the part of the imperialiſts, refuſed to permit the 
Britiſh to remain in garriſon as bad been propoſed by CosouR. They 
accordingly marched from Tournuy ow the 25th, and IE: near Re- 
naix. 

As Though FREDERICK bad received his ſubſidy, © and placed i it to ac- 
count, not a ſingle Pruſſian Joined the allies to co-operate in the protec- 
tion of Flanders. By the treaty it was ſtipulated that the extra contin- 
gent purer have taken the held wah ES gg mk, in wan Sox npey þ 'of 
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For once, I remember, at ſuit of my taylor, 

Though I manag'd to keep from the fangs of a jailor ; 
The matter came on in the court, Banco Regis, 
When 'twas prov'd by a chattering Filius Legis, 

That SWEITZER had ſent me cloth, buckram, ſtay tape, 
And encreas'd not a little my elegant ſhape ; 

That his charges, all honeſt, and fair were, and * 
Defendant diſputed ſo legal a debt ! 

And thus 'twas my fate to find out in the ſequel, 
Sergeant SHUFFLE's demand, and my taylor's, were equal ; 
So I'd better have paid Snip without any fuſs, 

And ergo great Cæſar had better pay us. 

The Burgeois @ Bruge * ſent a welcome in form, 
Determin'd with compliments Picn'cru to ſtorm ; 
More ſincere and more hearty, perhaps they may be, 
Than thoſe they hail'd us with in ninety and three. 
The intention is now to defend Oudenarde, | 
Which the French at this moment like furies bombard. 
And alas! my dear girl, I no longer can ſend 
Intelligence ſtraight by the way of Oſtend. 
Tormenting delays we are doom'd to endure, 

The meſſengers take ſuch a ſwinging detour f. 


* Upon CLATRTAIr's retreating to Ghent, General Count W431 moves 
fell back with the Hanoverians, upon the right flank of the Auſtrians, 
abandoning Bruges on the 26th, when the municipality ſent a deputation 
to the French, to invite them to the town, and to aſſure them of a cordial 
reception ; dwelling much upon the knowu good faith and generoſity of 
their conquerors. The arrival of Lord MoiRxA's army, which, having 
landed ſuddenly at Oſtend, proceeded to Maele, a village within four 
miles of Bruges on the Chauſzee, leading to Ghent, induced the Repub- 
licans, however, to poſtpone their triumphal entry for a ſeaſon. 

+ The evacuation of Oſtend having been determined upon, the meſ- 
ſengers were obliged to go round by Fluſhing ; it was therefore at times 
very long before accounts could be received from England, | 


{ 62 ) 

| Moira's army is daily expected, and then 

We muſt make up our minds to ſee Brabant again; 
For arrive when they will, 'tis too late I'm afraid, 

To recover the lands which theſe miſcreants invade. 

In the height of his phrenzy, ſince Joszen * kick'd down 
The works of each ci-devant fortified town. 

Scarce a baſtion or counterſcarp Belgium can boaſt, 
To ſtop the advances of PichEORU's hoſt. | 
Hence we ever have found, and ſhall ſtill find her yield 
To the leader who marches en maſſe to the field; 

For though myriads of gen'rals deny what I ſay, 
Perſeverance and numbers muſt carry the day. 

This Corours diſcover'd when Charleroi 7 fell, 

And he march'd ſadly maul'd to encamp at Nivelles. 


ln the reign of the Emperor Joſeph, all the fortifications in Flanders 
were indiſcriminately levelled with the ground, as he found the inhabi- 
tants prone to inſurrections, and ready, upon every trifling pretext, to 
revolt againſt his juriſdiction. His ſucceſſors, and eſpecially Fxancis 
the Second, had to lament the miſtaken policy which induced him to de- 
ſtroy ſome of the moſt complete works that art had ever conſtructed. 

+ Although there was every reaſon to fear that Charleroi had fallen 
into the hands of the enemy, yet as no certain intelligence had been re- 
ceived of its ſurrender, the attack which had been determined upon for 
its relief was carried into effect. Prince CoBoyrc's army accordingly 
marched in five columns on the 25th of June, and, on the 26th, advanced 
on the enemy's entrenchments, extending from Fleurus to Fontaine 
L Eveque : protected by the natural declivity of the ground, and rendered 
ſtill more formidable by an extenſive line of redoubts, in which were 
placed an immenſe number of heavy guns. 

Notwithſtanding theſe advantages, the advanced corps of JouRDAN's 
army was driven back by CoBoux e's right wing, while his /eft puſhing 
on, gained the principal heights in front of the fortreſs, endeayouring to 
force the enemy's poſition at the end of the bayonet, and naturally ex- 
peRing the garriſon, (ſuppoſing the place ſtill in the poſſeſſion of their 
own troops,) would ſally forth upon the rear of the Republican army. 
The gates of the fortreſs had however been unfortunately thrown open 
to the beſiegers on the preceding evening, (the 25th) and the left wing of 
the Imperialiſts was thus left expoſed to the brunt of the battle; when the 


( 6g.) 
Farewell; it will grieve me the pen to reſume, 
As I fear we've no chance of diſperſing this gloom. 


French garriſon joining the army that had been employed to cover the ſiege, 
turned the fortune of the day completely: Coxourc then retreated to 
Marbaix, having ſuſtained a loſs of 2,500 men, and the next morning 
fell back forming a line between Braine le Comte, and Nivelles, protect- 
ing Namur, and Bruſſels. The French at the ſame time made an incurſion 
with an army of 40,000 men, into the duchy of Luxembourg, and 
taking poſſeſſion of Arlons, obliged Gen. Brauriev to retire from 
Bouillon, and fall back upon Marche, to cover Namur. | 

The evacuation of Flanders has generally been regarded as a matter of 
policy on the part of his imperial majeſty, who, irritated by the want of 
energy and diſaffection of the turbulent inhabitants, was determined they 
ſhould experience the difference between his mild government, and the 
deſpotic ſway of the French diſciples of RozeseierRe's faction. Surely 
had this been the caſe, Field Marſhal CLAIRTAITTH would have received a 
hint of his Sovereign's intention ; as a prodigious number of lives might 
then have been eaſily ſpared, that were ſacrificed, while. that unfortu- 
nate General was diſputing the ground, inch by inch with the invaders. 
If, however, it afforded the emperor any conſolation in the midſt of his 
misfortunes, to know that the natives of the Netherlands ſmarted ſe- 
verely under the Republican gripe, his feelings muſt have been gratified 
in a peculiar manner. Every. young man capable of bearing arms, found 
himſelf in requiſition. The coin of the country was called in, and ex- 
changed for, aſſignats, at parr. Merchandize, and private property 
were indiſcriminately ſeized upon, and the Revolutionary Tribunal was 
kept in conſtant employ by the commiſſioners ſent to fraternize and unite 
Belgium with the French nation. Amongſt the numerous victims to 
their inſatiable barbarity, were two beautiful young women, Marechandes 
de modes d Tou RNavY. 
Britannia's ſons are ever W Mee te the chase tall ſex, 
it is no wonder therefore, that the angelic ſiſters of the grand place found 
many admirers in the Duke of Yorx's army, which had been ſo long, 
and ſo ſrequently encamped in the neighbourhood. The young women 
ſeleed their favourites, an attachment du caur ſubſided between them 
and two Engliſh officers, and after the evacuation of the town letters 
from their abſent lovers were found in their poſſeſſion. Accuſed of 
having correſponded with the enemy, they were inſtantly hurried to the 

atul cart, conveyed to Lille, and never did the mercileſs blade of the 
_ guillotine deſcend upon more lovely and innocent martyrs. 

Ghent was taxed to the amount of 7 millions of livres. The convent of 
nobles in one million; that of Bodeloo in 800,009 ; and the mercantile 
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( 64 ) 
houſes in proportion; dere no ſpecie was to be had, the goods were 


ſeized upon. All carriages were conſidered in a ſtate of requiſition, 
and the owners ordered, under pain of death, to ſend them to the Abbey 
St. Pierre, which was eonverted into a repoſitory. 
Bruges was taxed in 4 millions, of which the clergy were to pay t2v0, the 
nobleſſe one, and the citizens living upon their incomes the other. 
Oſtend was alſo taxed in two millions, and the numerous warehouſes, 
Kc. put in requiſition, Every other town and even village ſhared the ſame 
fate in proportion to its ſize, Lille and Dunkirk were fixed upon as the 
grand depors for the plunder thus rapaciouſly ſeized upon. 
In order to expedite the tranſportation of which, and of the harveſt, 
all young men from 15 to go years of age, were forced to work on the 
canal leading from Nieuport to Dunkirk; no alternative was allowed; 


their only choice was ſubmiſſion or the guillotine ! 


LETTER XI. 


Hzan-QUARTERS, CROESBERE, Sept. 22, 1794. 


Evacuation f Flanders. f i Function of Lord Moira's Army. 
Vifit from bis Serene Highneſs, and the Orange Family. Soporiſc 
Effefts of a good Dinner, — Affairs of Bartel. Conſeguent 

- Retreat acroſs the Maes. © | 


WE breathe for a time; our late dangers are paſt ; 
And we've fairly outrun our purſuers at laſt. 

In our hurry however it grieves me to find, 

We left our poor brethren at Nieuport * behind ; 
For we never intended that place to defend, 

After Ypres had fall'n and we'd giv'n up Oftend : 
But, Lucy, I own it, our memories fail'd, 

And humanity ſorely their treach'ry bewail'd. 
What oceans of blood, ſay, have fatten'd thy ſoil, 
Fair Belgium! How bitter the fruits of our toil! 


V Oſtend was ed on the 3ſt July; Col. Vysz having previouſly, 

with the greateſt activity, embarked the garriſon, and the 8th, gd, and 
44th regiments of Britiſh infantry, with the artillery, ſtores, and ammuni- 
tion, Owing to the exertions of Lieut. Porn of the navy, (agent of 
tranſports i in that port,) the ſhips wereall cleared out, excepting an old 
Indiaman, and apriſon ſhip, which, the wind blowing ſtrong into the har- 


5 
bour, could not poſſibly be removed. The troops in garriſon at Nieuport 1 
ought certainly, and might eafily, have been withdrawn at the ſame k 
time; but, as they were overlooked in the hurry of removing the | q 
ſores from other places, 500 emigrants, who were found in the town 
after its ſurrender, fell into the hands of their enraged countrymen, 


and were drawn up in the dry ditch, expoſed to the fire of artillery, ' 
loaded with grape ſhot. Capt. WII sou who had ſo bravely defended þ 
Nieuport when. it was beſieged the latter end of October, 1793, and a } 
few Britiſh artillery men were made priſoners of war, with the reſt of f 
the garriſon; though aſſured, previous to their capitulation, that they ? 
ſhould be enlarged, upon paſling their parole not to ſerve n the 

French nation, ring the war. | 
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Ev? ry moment brings} in freſh accounts * + of retiring, | 
And Hope, at her laſt gaſp, lies pale and expiring. 


Pruſſians, Keyſirs, and Heſſians all ſhare the ſame fate, 
And the Dutch muſt experience their's ſooner or late, 
But ORANGE has publiſh'd a long proclamation, 

On the wonderful uſe of the grand inundation, 

Which Mynheer has receiv'd with a wo-be-gone face, 


And will ſcarcely permit it, we fear, to take place. 


For I verily think from the depth of his ſoul, 
He'd give up Naſſau for the Chant Carmagnol. 
Moira's t force, after wonderful toiling has join'd; 


But his lordſhip at Southton you'll preſently find; 


For we could not adjudge him a ſep'rate command, 


And a truncheon inferior he hurl'd from his hand. 


„The brigade which had been with CLarzrarr's army conſiſting of 
the 12th, 38th, and g5th regiments of Britiſh infantry, with part of the 8th 


and 14th Light Dragoons, fell back upon the Britiſh army, July 3d, 


when on its march from Renaix to the heights of Grammont. On 
the 4th the whole proceeded to Wambeke, 5th to Aſche, between Dender. 
monde and Bruſſels. A violent cannonade was then heard totvards Bruſſels, 
and his Royal Highneſs the Duke of York ſent to offer his aſſiſtance to 


Prince Cozxoure, wiſhing to unite the two armies, and make a general 


attack upon the enemy, in hopes of preſerving Brabant, though Flanders 
was irretrievably loſt. The Auſtrian commander in chief was however of 
opinion, that it was not worth while to riſque another engagement, and 
accordingly fell back upon Louvain and Tirelemont; ſo that the French 
were enabled to enter Bruſſels on the Sth. 'The Duke of York's army 
marched through Mallines to Conticq' on the gth, and Clairfait's filed off 


towards Conounc's s polition, encamping in a direction to cover Namur. 


3 Lord MoixA's army from Ghent, conſiſting of the 19th, 27th, 28th, 
4oth, 42d, 54th, 57th, 5gth, 87th; and 89th regiments, fell in with the 
Duke of Vonx's at Mallines. They were in a miſerable plight, without 
either tents or baggage, and kept at firſt as a ſeparate body. 
Aware that it was of the utmoſt conſequence to bring up ſpeedily the 
reinforcements with which he was entrufted, his Lordſhip had advanced 
by forced' marches through a country nearly over-run at that critical 
period by the victorious republicans, in a manner that muſt ever reger 
upon him the higheſt credit. 7 2 


2 


(1 
His troops with alertneſs he led to our aid, 
And laurels his brows muſt in conſequence ſhade. 


he herees* at once were convinc'd, Doyle may boaſt 


Of the diff rence twixt Heſſians and French at Oloſt. 
When at Antwerp we deemed ourelves ſettled and quiet, 
But they drove in our picquets, and rais'd ſuch a riot, 


That we pack'd up our tatters; and greys, blacks, and bays. 


Very prudently drew tow'rds the banks of the Maest ; 


On the 6th, an advanced picquet of his Lordſhip's army ſtationed 
at Oloſt, deceived by the ſimilarity of the uniform of à French corps of 
huſſars, to that of a Heſſian regiment of dragoons, (ſuppoſed to have been 
in their front,) permitted the former to gallop into the town, and tbey 
had aQually reached the market place before the miſtake was diſcovered; 
a ſkirmiſh enſued, in which Lieut. Cols. Doyt.s and VAN DELEUR were 
wounded ; Mr. GRARHAM, the Adjutant to the 8th light dragoons, was 
killed; and Lieut. KI TsoN miſſing. The 87th, (Lieut, Col. Dow LE's 


Iriſh heroes) ſuffer'd a loſs of g rank and file killed, 2 officers, 2 ſergeants» | 


2 quarter maſters, 19 rank and file wounded, 1 officer, and 8 rank and 
file were miſſing. The French huſſars reticed as rapidly as they had ad- 
vanced, This ſkirmiſh was followed up by ageneral attack upon theoutpoſts 
in front ofthe canalrunning from Bruſſels toAntwerp, they were all driven 
back upon Mallines; but, upon the appearance of a reinforcement de- 
tached by Lord Morra, the enemy retired, and the poſts were reoc- 


cupied. On the 15th of July the attacks were renewed, and the enemy 
ſucceeded in obliging the troops on the'left of Mallines to abandon the 


caual, and retreat from the Dyle ; Lieut. Gen. Da. wic immediately fell 
back upon Welhem, taking upa poſition to cover that paſs of the river. Lord 
Mo1RA was then detached towardsDuffel, and Gen. WAL MODEN with the 
Hanoverians occupied Lierre. The Hanoverians being attacked the ſame 
day, and accounts arriving of further retrogade movements on the 
left, where the Auſtrians were poſted towards Tirlemont, the Duke's 
army retreated through Wynegham to A leaving Brabant en- 
tirely open to the Republicans 

F The army marched towards Roeſendaal in Holland on the 25th of 
July, and the different corps were then encamped according to the order 
of battle, forming two lines and a reſerve. Britiſh on the right; Hano- 
verians on the left; and Heſſians in the centre. Hearing that the French 
were advancing from Antwerp, which place they took poſſeſſion of on 


the 24th; the brigade of guards and ſome light cavalry forming the re- 


4 
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(68) 
On our way, for a time, taking up our abode 
At a neat little village yclep'd Ouſterhode. - 
But Mynheer was extremely indignant we ſaw, 
At our ſoiling his ſtreets with our boots at Breda. 


' Half aſleep to our quarters the Stadtholder crawl'd, 
And forth, wondrous effort! ſome compliments drawl'd ; 


So we begg'd him to fix on a day to take ſhare 


Of our porter, our port, and our family fare. 


Thus, Lucy, we ſoon had the honor to treat 

The whole tribe of oranges, ſeville and ſweet : 

And we vow'd to exhibit a ſplendid review, | 

Ere we feaſted the Prince with our ſmoaking ragout ; 

Then our men were drawn up with their arms rubb'd ſo 
bright, 


That eyes yet more ſtrong might have ſhrunk * from the 


. 
Behind the young hero his ſon, made approach 
A cheval, while Jes dames fill d a ſplendid ſtate coach: 


ſerve under Gen. AzzRcromBIE, were ordered to reconnoitre es dhe 
gotb in that direction, but the country conſiderably beyond the out poſts 


was found clear, and no movement took place till the gth, when they 


marched through Breda to Ouſterhode. We haye hitherto called the 
original three regiments employed with the guards the ſecond brigade. 
Lord Moiz a's army was now incorporated with the Duke's, and the 
whole of the infantry brigaded afreſh, In addition to the regiments 
brought over by his lordſhip, were the 8th, 3d, and 44th, intended to 
have beea under the orders of Lord Corawallis, but detained with the 
troops in Holland. Another detachment Joined at Roeſendaal conſiſt- 
ing of the 3d, 63d, and 88th, which was left in garriſon at Bergenop. 
zoom, till the Britiſh paſſed the. Waal. The whole force under his Royal 
Highneſs, iucluding the Hanoverians and Heſſians, amounting, at that 


period, to about gg, ooo effective men. 


* And ſuch was his ſerene Highneſs's great condeſcenſion, that be 


rode ſlowly down the whole line, covering at leaſt two leagues of ground, 


with his hat off, braving the frequent ſhowers of rain, as well as the 
glare 2 from the ä firelocks of the Britiſh * 


[Don't hint it to PHILLIs or ſore 'twill enrage her;) 


The pearly teeth'd peer, yclep'd CHESTERFIELD ſecond, 


In a ball room or tent he for ever the ſame is, 


While the fellow amaz'd rear'd his head with a Rare, 


vered the Sergeant Major of the Coldſtream on the left flank, in his dreſs 
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And the beautiful Pruſſian “ an angel was ſeen, 3 
While dignity mark'd the mama in law's mien. 1 
Much ſtruck with his dreſs, to the Duke's Serjeant Major 14 


The Stadtholder's hat was pull'd off with an air, 


By the two Epaulets Dutch reſpe& + was encreas d, 
And he fancied him Mareſchal de Camp at the leaſt. 
We'd before hand invited, well knowing his trade is 
Soft poiſon to pour in the ears of the ladies ; 


Who the very beſt bred man in Europe is reckon'd ; 
Whoſe ſpirits no changes of fortune can damp 
In the heat of an action, I or ſnug in a camp. 


But halt we already eſtabliſh'd his fame is. 

Mama in law faid to her daughter, how finely 

He talks! and the Princeſs replied, © O divinely.“ 
On the ſcene that enſued, it ſeems uſeleſs to dwell, 

F or Cussrnri ELD there, of courſe matters went well. 


The King of Pzxvss14's daughter, who was TORI to the heredi- 
tary Prince of Onance, the ſame time that her ſiſter became Ducheſs 


of Yorx, 
+ After paſſing the line, his ſerene. Highneſs the Stadtholder diſco- 


coat, bedaubed with broad gold lace, and ornamented with two epau- 
lets. No wonder he was miſtaken for a Major General, as amongſt fo- 
reigners, military rank is diſtinguiſhed by dreſs, and a fecond W e 
announces a truncheon bearer, or field officer at leaſt. 
+ Ever ſprightly, ever gay, 
Cank' ring care he holds at bay.“ 

And's may thoſe ſpirits never droop! if good humour, eaſe, and affability 
conſtitute a pleaſant companion, and fincerity a friend, where ſhall we 
find his equal? The ſame ſprightlineſs of character, tempered with cool- 
neſs and ſteady courage, is conſpicuous in the hour of danger. 
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Laughter follow'd his ſallies that made the floors ſhake, 

But his "Highneſs ſerene all our wit fail'd to wake, 

Till an Aid de Camp little reſpecting his ſlumbers, 

Bounc'd in, and 1 eng talk d of x enchinen.3 in num- 
bers d. 


Diſturb'd by this ſudden IT ARR attack, 


He ftar'd, gave a yawn, and ſunk heavily backs. 
And it call'd forth the ſtrength of his dutiful ſpouſe, 
This great Captain General of Holland to rouſe. 
Some additional hints ſet us packing in haſte, 


And all nearer old * our encampment was war da 


* The Wade having been FI in, a Dutch aid de camp ok 1 
breath came hunting for the Stadtholder, when he was at the Britiſh 


\ head-quarters, to report that the French were advancing, adding with a 


peculiar emphaſis © en aſſem grand nombre; which phraſe was afterwards 
frequently mads uſe of jocoſely through the camps. 

On the 26th of Auguſt Sluys ſurrendered after having made avery ſteady 
reſiſtance ; it had been beſieged from the 24th of July, when Catſandt 
fell into the hands of the French, enabling them to cutoff all communion 
oetween Sluys and Holland. The conventional troops inveſting the place 
and covering the ſiege, amounted to at leaſt 20,000 mea, Gen. VAx- 
DERDUIN'S defence was diſtinguiſhed by a memorable manœuvre. He 


ordered ſeveral fires to be kindled in the different ſquares of the town, 


and while the flames were raging, threw open the gates, and let down 
the draw bridges. The beſiegers ſuppoſing their ſhells had cauſed this 
general conflagration, advanced rapidly, to take poſſeſſion of the for- | 
treſs, when they were fuddenly ſaluted with a well- directed fire of grape 
and round ſhot from the ramparts of the place, and nearly 2000 of them 
Fell or were drowned in attempting to croſs the inundations. The troops 
-in garriſon at Sluys were made priſoners of war, and in conſequence of 
the French advancing upon Hoogſtraten, the Duke of Yorx's army re- 
treated from the barrony of Breda; moving from Ouſter bod at half paſt 
two o'clock in the morning on the 29th. of Auguſt, they encamped 
at Helvoort about 4 in the evening. On the the zoth, the tents 
were again ſtruck about 6 in the morning, and the left column paſſing 
through Bois le Duc, (or Hertogenbos, as it is uſually markad on the 
maps of ann 8978 army eee at four in the n near 
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For now of Condé and Valenciennes * poſſeſs'd, 
T' Wards Breda the beſiegers had rapidly preſs'd. 
O Shame! which no ſophiſtry ever can blot 
From Hiſtory's page, withaut firing a ſhot. 


* Conde ſurrendered to the French the 27th of Auguſt, Valenciennes the 
30th, without making the leaſt ſhew of defence, though the garriſons were 
well ſupplied with proviſions, ammunition, and every other requilite for 
ſuſtaininga long ſiege, When we reflect upon the immenſe ſums of money 
expended during the ſiege of Valenciennes, and the numbers of men loſt 
before it, what muſt be the feelings of thoſe who toiled in the trenches 
in 1793, at finding it thus ſhamefully abandoned. The Imperialiſts 
had been employed night and day to repair the damaged works, and 
had conſtructed ſeveral new ones, where they found the eaſieſt 
impreſſions had been made By their own fire; rendering the for- 
treſs even more formidable than when Vausan ſaw his admirable plan 
completely executed. Excluſive of the uſual magazines, immenſe ſtores 
fell into the hands of the enemy, compoſed of a great portion of the 
heavy baggage of the Britiſh army, with the ſtandards of the cavalry. 
The Auſtrians upon their retreat from Tournay, certainly ſuſpected that 
Conde would be wreſted from the emperor, as they carefully removed 
their own ſtores from that fortreſs, though it was by Cobourg's ad vice that 
the Duke of Vonx made uſe of it as a depot. A party of the Scotch greys, 
previous to the evacuation of Flanders, had ventured very cloſe to the 
town in hopes of recovering their baggage, and were nearly taken pri · 
ſoners. 

It has been ſtated that an order, apparently from the emperor, was 
conveyed to the governor of Valenciennes, (Gen. Micowini, ) to deliver 
up the keys to the Republicans, upon ſecuring good terms for his gar- 
riſon, wherein his imperial majeſty's hand-writing, and the impreſſion 
of his ſeal, were ſo exactly imitated, that no ſuſpicion was entertained of 
its being a forgery. But what plea could Gen. He1sTER, the Governor 
of Conde, on the commandant of Queſnoi, (which was ceded to the enemy 
a ſhort time before) make uſe of? French gold, it is very obvious, occa- 
ſioned German treachery. 

Prince Cox ouxd about this period reſigned the command of the im- 
perialiſts, which conſequently devolved upon Gen, CLAIRTAIT. Aware 
that it was tlien too late in the ſeaſon toſit down before the ſtrong fortreſs 
of Bergenopzoom, or even before Breda, the French were evidently pre- 
paring to attack the Duke of Yokx's army covering Holland, deter- 
mined to uſe every effort i in their power to overrun the er pro- 
vinces. | 
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Thoſe places which coſt us ſuch labour and blood, 

Which for months all attacks _ have ca and 
_ withſtood, i FF. 

Be it told to the Keyſirs' ences Mn, | 

Experienc'd once more the fraternal embrace. 

At Valenciennes, new works to encreaſe its defence 

Had been made, at a great, an enormous expence. 

Rich ſtores of all kinds, heavy guns, ammunition, + 

Thus made in an inftant a fatal tranſition ; 

As if we the fortreſs on truſt had receiv'd, 

To improve, and be then of our burthen reliev d. 

On Boxtel* our foes pour'd en maſſe in ſuch force, 

That Dykxs and Morass fail'd to alter their courſe, 


*The French having paſſed the moraſs of Piel, deemed an in- 
ſuperable barrier between the. contending powers, a ſudden attack 
was made upon all the posts on the right of the Duke of Yorx's 
army on the z4th of September, when that of Boxtel, the moſt advanced, 
was forced, with a loſs of 1, 300 of the Heſſe Darmſtadt troops, 
who were completely ſurrounded. As the whole line of poſts was 
unteneable, while the enemy remained in poſſeſſion of Boxtel, a poſition 
completely commanding the river Domme!, which runs immediately to 
the town, by Fort Iſabelle, it was thought neceſſary to retake it; and the 
reſerve was accordingly detached for that purpoſe, compoſed of the Bri- 
gade of Guards, and Twelfth, Thirty-third, Forty-ſecond, and Forty- 
fourth Regiments of the Line, with cavalry and artillery. At day-break 
on the Iʒth, General AzzzcroMBIE having reconnoitered, found the 
enemy ſo ſtrongly poſted, that he did not venture to riſque the attack 
without poſitive orders from the Commander in Chief; and upon his 
| ſending back to his Royal Highneſs for inſtructions, he was directed to 
perſiſt in the attack, but not to proceed further than he thought pru- 
dent, In front, and inclining to the left of Azzrcrompie's corps, 
which had advanced through Schynde!, was a plain ſkirted by a thick 
plantation of firs, in which the French had conſtructed ſeveral maſked 
batteries. The Coldſtream Battalion of Guards had been left on pic- 

quet at Erp, a village on the river Aa, between Bois le Duc and Hel- 
mont. The Cavalry, Firſt and Third Guards, with the Thirty-third, 
and Forty-fourth Regiments of the Line, puſhed on towards the point 
of attack, the Twefth and ä remaining in reſerve in and near 
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And on Heſsman's poſition ſo rapidly fell, 

That they clear'd in an inſtant the banks of Dommel. 
We therefore determin'd a charge a VAnglois, | 
Should in their turn ſoon force them to ſcamper 5 
ABERCROMBIE led on the reſerve, and we hear | 
Was afliſted by hints from the fam'd bombardier ! 
But feeling their pulſes we preſently found 
Them, © en afſez grand nombre” and ſhifted our ground. 


Schyndel. Some French Huſſars ſhewed' themſelves boldly on the level 


ground, as a lure to the Britiſh Cavalry, and retreating before them, diſ- 


perſed when they had drawn our unwary ſquadrons within reach of their 
batteries, which immediately opening upon them, they ſuſtained ſome 
| loſs before they could poſſibly fall back. Gen. AszrcrxomBre having little 
doubt by this time, of the proximity of the French Grand Army, con- 
ceiving he had obeyed his orders in the fulleſt extent, by advancing as 
far as prudence would juſtify, determined to recall his troops, and to 
retreat within the Britiſh Lines of encampment. Capt. Briffow of the 
Firſt Guards, having been previouſly ſent with a Company of his Regi- 
- ment to bring off a French gun, which annoyed one of the Battalions, 
found himſelf conſequently advanced in front, when the orders for this 
retrogade movement were iſſued, and unable to "yo the reſerve in time, 
was taken priſoner. 
Miſtaken unfortunately for an 8 (for the Huſſars had torn off the 
lappels of his coat, in their hurry to ſecure the lace,) Capt. Briſtow was 
harſhly treated, till he reached the main body of Picutcrvu*'s army, 
when that General afforded him every protection in his power. Capt. 
RuTiHERFoRD of the Engineers, Aſſiſtant Deputy Quarter-Maſter Ge- 
neral, had alſo fallen into the hands of the Republicans, previous to the 
attack, when reconnoitering the poſt, Lieut. EusrAcx of the Twelfth 
Foot was miſſing, ſix rank and file were killed, two ſerjeants, twelve 
privates wounded, four ſerjeants, one drummer, and ſixty- four rank and 
file miſſing. One of the Regiments of Iriſh Light Dragoons. threw the 
Firſt Guards on their retreat into ſome confuſion, owing to the extreme 


narrowneſs to the road. Fortunately the Thirty-third Regiment was 


formed in their rear, and opening to allow them to paſs, wheeled up, 
and inſtantly throwing a few cool and well-directed volleys into the 
enemy's ſquadrons, obliged them to decamp precipitately, enabling ABR A- 
CROMBIE to retire without further moleſtation. —Failing in this attempt to 
retake Boxtel, the Duke's army moved that very night towards Grave. 
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82 retreat was made good, and unmar'd' by much 
| rManphter, © 2 sn ws yi „„ 
We mandg 'd next morningto abbey o'er the water. | 

The Maes here is narrow, though rapid its tide, 

And our troops, and the French on the oppoſite ſide 
Can freely converſe, and the valleys make ring, 
With their ga ird, and our Gop SAVE THE KING T; 


Head- quarters were moved to Wichem, on the 16th, and the army 
the next day paſſed the Maes, when the different corps took up their po- 
ſitions to defend the banks of that river, the Britiſh extending from 
Grave to Aﬀerden—Heſlians and Hanoverians from thence to Venlo. 

1 The French Videttes were advanced in many places cloſe to the 
| oppolite ſide of the river, and frequently converſed with the Britiſh ſol- 
diers on picquet, expreſſing great reſpect for their national character, and 
aſſuring them, that P:cizcrv's army received the decree of the Con- 
vention, to grant their brave enemies no quarter, with univerſal diſguſt, 
They would frequently hold forth for hours, with that garrulity ſo pecu- 
liar to their country, winding up their remarks with good and whole- 
ſome ad vice Engliſhmen go home—you have no buſineſs here—you 
are too honeſt to be leagued with the Auſtrians and Pruſſians. They 
will ſoon leave you in the lurch —and as to the Heſſians, the Landgrave 
will turn them all over to us to-morrow, if the Convention offers him a 
Placate a day more than you now pay him : Theſe converſations . 
concluded with our men ſtriking * Cd ſave the 1 theirs, A ga 
Ira, or the Carmagnol. 5 

The French on the 17th of September, aſſaulted the 4 WI poſted 
on the Maes and the Ourt, to cover Maeftricht and Liege. They were 
as uſual, at firſt repulſed, but on the xg9th, ſucceeded: W "in 
forcing CLAIITAIr to abandon his poſition un the Ourt. 

Overpowered by ſuperior numbers, that unfortunate General was de- 
feated with a loſs eſtimated at 6,000 men, and fell back upon Aix la 
Chapelle, when Gen. Kzxav threw himſelf into Maeſtricht, which place, 
as the enemy immediately croſſed the Maes, was completely | inveſted. 
On the 22ſt, the Duke's army changed its e 1 e ene 
were moved from Wichem to Groeſbeck. 

Hitherto no accounts of any importance had 3 received from the 
army of Catalonia, though various ſkirmiſhes had taken place, on the 
Frontiers of his Catholic Majeſty's dominions, in which the Republicans 
were uſually ſucceſsful, till a levy of 330,000 Spaniards was ſet on foot. 
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For the preſent, all enmity ſeems to be 8 

And the firing at out poſts is mutually ſtopp'd; 

But, alas! my dear Lucy, ſhould Bois le Duc fall, 
Our colours muſt fly on the banks of the Waal. 

For theſe retrograde motions are order'd ſo often, 

That I fear, though harſh truths we endeavour to ſoften. 


Our ears ſoothing ſounds are not likely to meet, 
And our letters at W muſt be ſtain dwith © DEFEAT.” 


On the 1gth of Auguſt, Gen, Count de la Union, obtained a complete 
victory over the enemy before Bellegarde. He divided his army into 
ſeven columns; ſix of which compoſed of 9, ooo men each, received or- 
ders to diſperſe and make feigned attacks in every direQion,. while the 
Seventh, under his own command, amounting to 11,000 choice troops, ad- 
vanced upon the French redoubts in front of their entrenched camp. The 
| manceuvre ſucceeded, and the Spaniards poſſeſſed themſelves of the ene- 
my's camp equipage, twenty pieces of heavy artillery, ſix howitzers, and 
a great number of field pieces. It was generally ſuppoſed that at leaft 
4,000 Republicans fel] in this engagement, and their army afterwards 
retreated ten leagues beyond Bellegarde. Gen, La Union, it was s ſaid, : 


loſt only 500 men, 
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— LETTER XII 
| Har Quanrzns, Annan, Nov. 24, 1794. 


The Aid- de- Camp 105 to a Winter's Campaign, and prepares to accompany 
bis Royal Highneſs to E ngland—Aſpires to the Truncbeon— Qualification 


reguiſite to form a general Officer Tbe main Body of the Army eraſſes 
tbe Wanl—Sartie from Nimeguen—Ewvacuation of the Place 
Dutch Troops made Priſoners. 


SCARCE ſettled, when rous'd and again on the wing, 
Still, ill of retreating I mournfully ſing ! 
The timorous partridge thus fearfully hies her, 
Diſturb'd by the ſteps of the fell Septemb'rizer ; 
From ſtubble to ſtubble in vain ſeeking reſt, 
The death- dealing tube ever aim'd at her breaſt. 
Poor trembler ! with rancour unceaſing purſued, 
Nor like us with the means of eſcaping endued. 
For ſwift as the ball ſpeeds its courſe thro' the air, 
I haſte from theſe blood-hounds in ſearch of my fair. 
In her arms ſhall all former misfortunes forget, 
So this letter regard as a mere Eſtafetie x. 
Diſpatch'd to prepare me that tender reception, 
Of which none but lovers have any conception ; 
As fighting in Winter is out of all ſeaſon, 
For our ſtay there can now be aflign'd no good reaſon. 
Beſides this, dear Lucy ! we all of us find 
For important commands we're by Nature deſign'd ; 
Thoſe ſtriplings to M--—sE, who have paid due devotion, 
Have all of them met with the higheſtt promotion; 


* Meſſengers employed by the army, are called Epafettes. 
+ At this period the catalogue of ſchool boys who were promoted to 


the rank of field officers in the Britiſh army, over the heads of deferv- 
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And dancing attendance fo long on a Prince, 

Muſt the world of our wonderful talents convince. 

We ſhall A-H--sr remove, then in claret you'll quaff 
To my health as a General at leaſt on THE STAFF ! 


ing old Soldiers, was ſwelled out to an enormous, and unprecedented ſize. 
The plan of obtaining a ſufficient ſupply of recruits, by giving young 
gentlemen of fortune, permanent rank in proportion to the numbers they 
could raiſe, having been adopted by Government, paved the way to in- 
conceivable abuſes. The gazettes could ſcarcely keep pace with the 
promotions that took place, and errata were continually occurring. 

The Army Brokers carried on the moſt ſhameful and deſtructive 
traffic openly and in the broad glare of noon day. In a few weeks they 
would dance any beardleſs youth, who could come up to their price, 
from one new raiſed Corps into another, and for a further douceur, by 
an exchange into an old regiment, would procure him a permanent ſitu- 
ation in the ſtanding army, while they laughed to ſcorn the ſuperannua- 
ted Drudges, (as they were uſually ſtyled) who had been braving the vi- 
ciſſitudes of unhealthy climates, long before thoſe upſtart Chieftains 
| were born. The following are ſome of the moſt remarkable inſtances of 
the power of money, in the preſent war, to procure high military rank. 

Several gentlemen well known in the faſhionable circies, who had been 
obliged to ſell out of the army, owing to an unfortunate run at play, 
or perhaps to other cauſes, were indebted to a favourable turn of the die for 
their re-eſtabliſhment, and for moſt rapid promotion: They had won, and 
| ſeized with an unuſual fit of prudence, carried their winnings to the 

Army Brokers, defiring to be appointed Field Officers without delay. 
Their wiſhes were of courſe immediately complicd with, the cockade 
remounted, and the titles of Enſign, Lieutenant, and Major, followed 
each other in ſuch cloſe ſucceſſion, that their friends were puzzled in 
what manner to addreſs them; till they cleared up all doubts, by ſtep- 
ping forth LizuTEnanT Cotowets. I 

The father of one of thoſe new created Field Officers, wrote to the 
Colonel Commandant of his Regiment, requeſting that his ſon might have 
farther leave of abſence to finiſh his education, as he was by no means fit to 


be taken from his ſchool! and doubtleſs many heroic ſtriplings, poſſeſſed 
of equal rank, joined the corps they were deſtined to command, ſmarting 


under the uncloſed ſcars, received from birchen rod, brandiſhed by ruth- 
leſs hand of Pedagogue ſevere. | | 

Formerly intereſt and character were neceſſary to procure an eſtabliſh- 
ment in the army, but the reſpectability of a profeſſion, bitherto re- 
garded as the moſt honourabſe in the land, has been ſo totally done 
away, that one of the moſt notorious Black-legs in London, found the 
light gold circulated at the Faro Bank, and Hazard Tables, of that 
arch fiend, the Proprietor of an infamous Gambling-houſe, nat a 
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For judgment is not as was formerly thought 
By practice, but by inſpiration love, caught, 
By ſkimming the ſurface of Tactic D—nn—ss, 
And entering more deep into fam'd Mother GLAssk, 
For a Chieftain, dear Girl, ſhould moſt clearly be able 
To name all the luxuries plac'd on his table; 
Then with martial endowments, well blended together, 
Long ſaſh, crooked ſabre, and eighteen inch feather, | 
Tight leathers, ſhort boots, ſee me fully equipt, 
And ſafely for Portſmouth, or Brighton be ſhipt ; 
And to ſum up a General's comforts in fine, 
If requeſted 1 ſerve, he may ſafely decline. 
For now-a-days, Girl, in an age thus refin'd, 
No ſenſible man a few whiſpers will mind; 
And a broiling hot climate, I boldly declare it, 
A jaundic'd complexion I never could bear it. 
My maxim 1s, has been, and ever ſhall be, 
That there's nothing like Otium cum dignitats ; 
And therefore old England to guard from invaſion, 
The Home Staff I'll gain, with a little perſuaſion. 
Six weeks makes a Colonel--ſix years I can boaſt ! 
And ſurely 'tis fitting I now rule the roaſt. 
How pleaſure will heighten your numberleſs charms, 
When you ſee the ſwords drop, and the line preſent arms; 


hundred miles from St. James's, juſtly denominated Herr, Argu- 
ments ſufficiently weighty to procure his fon a commiſſion, and ultimate- 
ly to advance him to a ſituation, entitling him to command a regiment, 

Reflecting upon this golden harveſt, THomrso0N, as he ſtruts amidſt the 
Kings of old on the Exchange, harranguing his moſt fortunate confreres, 
may fancy himſelf a e en, wach N hac olim meminiſſe 
Juvabit, 

Their reign, . is entirely at an end; for, certainly very wivck | 
to his honor, His Royal Highneſs, the Commander in Chief, has put a 
Rop to ſuch ſcandalous proceedings, proceedings that would, if they 
bad been — continued a little longer, have entirely ruined 


(9) 
"Twill turn your poor head, ſimple laſs, I'm afraid, 
When you know that fo me ſuch great honors are paid; 
Nor fancy I'm caſtles erecting in air, 
Theſe joys ſhall be mine, and theſe joys Lucy ſhare, 
While crowds will with wonder and envy behold . 
My love on her charger in ſcarlet and gold: 
Such bliſs is in ſtore---but I've now to purſue 
My Sketch, and tho' loath darker ſcenes bring to view; 
To Truth having ſworn an eternal allegiance, 
And acted throughout, to her laws in obedience : 
And thence my ſtyle varies, for black were the heart 
Which bears in its country's misfortunes no part ; 
Thus ſprightly or ſerious the notes of my lyre, 
As that heart is impreſs'd and its feelings inſpire; | 
Tho' link'd hand in hand, in the ſtricteſt alliance, 
On MyNnuxzx's boaſted courage we'd little reliance. 
And Bois le Duc's fall had been fully expected, 
As the natives * were known to be much diſaffected, 


And the Govenor's hone/ty much was ſuſpected. 
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the Britiſh army, and driven from it every man of the leaſt reſpectability. 

In reviſing theſe remarks, it appears poſſible that they may be con- 
ſidered as reflecting upon Lord A—h—ſt; but it muſt be recollected, 
that his Lordſhip received his inſtrnctions from the War-office, and 
much as he was known to diſapprove of the plan, adopted by thoſe 
who ſuperintended that department, he was obliged to acquieſce. 
This country is indebted to few men, more than to Lord A—h—ſt, 
for his minute attention to its intereſts upon all occaſions. 

* About this period the Dutch Patriots openly avowed their prin- 
ciples, the Statholder's party decreaſed | daily, and the greateſt diſſen- 
tions prevailed. ia the principal towns of the United Provinces. The 
Dykes had been pierced, and the Inundations round Bois le Duc ſuc 
ceeded in a great degree; but the French having taken Creveceur, a 
{mall fortreſs on the Macs, between. Bommel and Bois le Duc, com- 
manding the Sluices of the latter town, were enabled to draw off the 
water, bid defiance to the inundations, and form the inveſtiture .of the 
place. The bombardment had ſcarcely commenced when the gates were 
thrown open, and the Governor who was highly bribed, capitulated, (on 


N — 2 X 5 - 
1 : * RR > = 8 1 8 
en. N tn r — di 
—_ - "x * 0 8 F x A * " — 


” 
8 . 1 n 
DD 


MS ab... 


8) 


| We taken, the French had ſtol n lily away, 
To turn our right flank---Via Fort St. Andréẽ“; 
And thus crafty dogs, once poſſeſs'd of Bommel, 

En maſſe on our rear, would have chunder d Nen mell ; 


the gth of Oftober.) Here too above 400 cd tals Kaner fell 
into the hands of their pitileſs countrymen; they had endeavoured to 
eſcape in different diſguiſes, but were moſt of them diſcovered, and un- 
mercifully butchered, en maſſe, at the head of the French army. 
The main body of the Duke of Yorx's army croſſed the Waal, on 

the 6th of October, at Nimeguen, leaving ſtrong picquets on the ſouth- 
ern fide, extending along the whole front of the line, After the fall 
of Crevecœur, the French paſſing the Macs, immediately advanced upon 
Fort St. Andre. The Waal and Maes uniting at Gercum, branch round 
the Bommel Waert, inſulating St. Andre and Vourn. A rapid move- 
ment was therefore neceſſary, to prevent their puſhing over the Waal. 
Accordingly the right wing of the Britiſh took up a poſition at Op He- 
mert, Varick, and the other villages (from Bommel towards Tiel.) Fort 
St. Andre was found in the enemy's poſſeſſion, but eaſily retaken on the 
11th: The Republicans returned to the attack on the 17th, and were 
once more unſucceſsful. 

On the 18th, however, their whole force puſhed over the Maes, i in dif- 

ferent directions, and on the 19th, a deſperate aſſault was made upon all 
the out poſts of the Duke's right wing, between Nimeguen and Tiel. 
The picquet at Druiten, (which was the moſt advanced,) was defended 
by the Thirty-ſeventh Regiment, under the command of Major Horx, 
for near four hours, when Appelthorn, the poſition on their left, occu- 
pied by a Detatchment of the Emigrant Huſſars of Rohan, being forced, 
the Britiſh were obliged to retreat upon the Dyke, 000g the Banks of 
the Yaal. Unfortunately a ſquadron of the enemy's Huſlars, (miſtaken 
for the Corps of Rohan,) was permitted to approach their line of 
march, and owing to the narrowneſs of the Dyke, the Britiſh Regi- 
ment was driven off its fides, and thrown into the greateſt confuſion by 
the enemy's charge. Lieut. WAapMAN was dangerouſly wounded in the 
head, but has ſince recovered ſufficiently to enjoy life in quiet retire- 
ment, though rendered totally incapable, (from having been trepanned,) 

of doing his duty as a ſoldier. Captains BAIX D, HZNI ET, and Durr, 
Lieutenants THomrs0N, CoLgnoun, M1TCHELL, and Mugzar, with 
 Quarter-Maſter Do x EI, were taken priſoners, (Captain Durr, Lieute- 
nants MITCHELL, and Col aunoun, having been wounded.) The Re- 
giment loſt its colours and field pieces, and not more than 50 men reach- 
ed Wurdt, (a village within a mile and a half of Nimeguen,) where how- 
ever great numbers of thoſe men ſuppoſed to have fallen into the hands 
of the enemy, arrived daily in ſtraggling parties. The poſts on the 
Southern Banks of the Waal, " now regarded as untenable, were 


1 

But their deep · laid manœuvre we'd cauſe to ſuſpeR, 
And the Vaal croſs'd in time, the Bommel to protedt. 
From St. Andre thus forc'd to decamp, they in haſte 
Broke ground, and ſtrong works againſt Nimeguen plac'd. 
Theſe ſoon by a daſhing ſortie* were deſtroy d, 
Which cover'd with laurels the troops we employ'd ; 


abandoned; General WAL moDENn remaining at Nimeguen with a corps 
of Hanoverians to defend that town, augmented by Detachments from 
the Britiſh, under General Dx Bov xc, and the army took up the dif- 
ferent cantonments marked out for the defence of the Waal. 

An additional reaſon for this movement was the intelligence that had 
been received of a Republican Army of go, ooo men having paſſed the 
Maes between Rouremonde and Venlo. This force aſſaulting the Im- 
perialiſts in front and flank, obliged them to fall back upon Cologne, 
abandoning the poſition they had taken up, for the defence of the Duchy 
of Juliers, Previous to this laſt defeat (which took place on the ad of 
Com] CLAIRTATT had meditated a junction with the Duke of 
Yorx's army, determined to riſque a general engagement, to check 
the alarming progreſs of the invaders. 

* On the 4th of November, a part of the garriſon of Nimeguen, 
conſiſting of the Eighth, Twenty-ſeventh, Twenty-eighth, Fifty-fifth, 
Sixty-third, and Seventy-eighth Regiments of Britiſh Infantry, with two 
Battalions of Dutch troops, ſupported by the Seventh and Fifteenth 
- Britiſh Light Dragoons, Four Squadrons of Hanoverian Cavalry, and 
the Legion of Damas in the ſervice of Holland, ſallied forth from the 
town on the enemy's works, under the command of General Dx Bouxe- 
The troops advanced under a very heavy fire, and leaping into the ene. 


'  my's trenches, without drawing a ſingle trigger, drove the beſiegers from 


their poſition at the point of the bayonet, with a loſs of 300 men. Gen. 
Dx Bovze was himſelf ſlightly wounded, 12 rank and file and 5 horſes 
were killed, x Field Officer, 5 Captains, 6 Subalterns, 149 rank and file 
and 14 horſes wounded—r Serjeant and 19 Privates miſſing. The 
officers wounded were Major MALcoLm of the Seventy-eighth, Cap- 
tains BLAND of the Eighth, Bruck and Quin of the Fifty-fifth, M*K x x- 
SIE and Hun Monro of the Seventy-cighth, Lieuts. BAKER of the 
Twenty-ſeventh, Wemvyss, BaxcKLEY, and RUTLEDGE, of the Sixty- 


third, with Lieut. BayYLzey and Enſign Camtron of the Seventy-cighth. 


The Hanoverians and Dutch had 1 Captain, 1 Subaltern, and 5 rank and 
file killed, 4 rank and file and 22 horſes wounded. On the 6th, how- 
ever, the French opened two batteries on the bridge of boats, and one on 
the town, when the artillery-gf the Reſerve, Britiſh, Hanoverians, and 
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Yet tho' true Britiſh ſpirit our Soldiers diſplay'd, 
Tho' carnage moſt horrid their bayonets made, 
Again we perceiv'd the French batteries complete, 
Which forced us ſtill nearer the Rhine to retreat. 
DzBOUuRG * and his men, *midft a horrible roar 

Of cannon and muſquetry, ſafe reach'd the ſhore; 


But, alas! while attempting the ſame courſe to ſteer, 


Midſt his foes, a chance ſhot brought poor creſt-fall'n 
MxNRHEER; 

Depriv'd of all guidance, the ſtream ruſhing down, 

Daſh'd his bridge with a ſhock on the walls of the town. 


All our troops into ſnug warm. cantonmentst are ſent, 


And a camp to protect them is trac'd out at Lent, 


Heſſians, paſſed the Waal, and marched towards Thiel, leaving picquets 


under the command of Major Gen. DE Bouxs, amounting to 2,500 men, 


which, with the Dutch, was accounted a ſufficient force to maintain the 
place, till the certainty of the Anſtrian movements could be aſcertained. 

About this period, the Britiſh Army was reinforced by four Regiments 
of Infantry, which had been landed at Fluſhing, viz. N 
Eightieth, Eighty-fourth, and Eighty-fifth. 

* Nimeguen was entirely abandoned on Friday night, the 7th of No- 
vember. The Britiſh and Hanoverians having effected their retreat, 
burnt the bridge of boats down to the water's edge. About 600 Dutch 
were left to paſs over on a temporary flying bridge. They had nearly 
effected a ſafe landing, when a chance ſhot from a French battery on the 
oppoſite ſide of the river, carried away the maſt to which the hawſer (or 
chain) was attached, on which the flying bridge depended, and it con- 
ſequently ſwung round, and was hurried by the mercy of the current 
towards the town. The troops upon it ſuffered ſeverely from the inceſſant 


fire brought to bear upon . ere they could by any means, obtain 


a parley. 8 
The Dutch . were now fixed at Gorcum, the great ob- 
ject being to protect Bummel, againſt which fortreſs the French bent all 


their force The cantonments marked out for the Duke of Vokk's army, 


{the right wing communicating with the Prince of Ox AxOR's left) extend- 
ed along the northern banks of the Waal, as far as Emmerick ; the Bri. 
tiſh having moved to the left of Tiel, the different troops occupied nearly 
all the villages between the Rhine and the Waal, within the limits of 
their line. Five regiments were encamped, or rather hutted, at Lent, 


* 
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Where batteries of heavy guns frowning appear, 


To check the invaders who preſs on their rear. 


nearly oppoſite to Nimeguen, where formidable batteries were erected 
to keep the French Garriſon in check. In general, theſe cantonments 
were tolerably good; the officers being in neat Dutch cottages, and the 
ſoldiers in roomy comfortable barns. The froſt had ſet in very early, and 
its firſt approaches were marked by the great numbers of men who fell 
fick ſo rapidly, that ſeveral of the battalions could ſcarcely muſter one 
half of their original numbers, fit for any kind of duty. 

A ſerious engagement had taken place in the Duchy of Cleves, between 
a column of 4,200 Auſtrians, which had croſſed the Rhine near Burick, 
and a French corps of ſuperior force, under Gen. Vanvam. The Au- 
ſtrians were forced to recroſs the river with a loſs of 2,500 men; and, 
but for the well · directed fire of the Rhine Fort, their whole column muſt 
have been inevitably cut to pieces. 

The army of the Moſelle pouring down upon the Allies in the Electo= 
rate of Treves, and the Duchy of Deux-Ponts, ſeized upon Oberftein, Kirn, 
Sponbeim, and Kreutznach, between the Toth and 15th of October: 
That of the Rhine, upon its advancing gained Turkbeim, Grunſtatt, Gelbeim» 
and Kircheim, | 

Frankenthal ſurrendered to the French Gen. Ferrand, the 18th, and that 
ſame evening he alſo became maſter of the Epiſcopal City of Worms. 
Bingen opened its gates on the 2oth, and Coblentz on the 23d. Venlo capi- 
tulated on the 26th, and on the 4th of November Maeſtricht ſurrendered. 
The Governor, more anxious to procure favourable terms, than to ſtop 
the formidable progreſs of the enemy, gave up the fortreſs, without 
making a proper reſiſtance, 

Thus the whole country of Germany on the left banks of the Rhine, 
excepting Mayence (or Mentz) fell into the hands of the enterprizing 
and indefatigable Republicans. Louis the XIVth, who poſſeſſed the moſt 
reſtleſs, inſatiable, and inordinate ambition, had ever been defirous of 
eſtabliſhing. the Rainz as the boundary of his dominions: what that 
great Monarch could never bring about, was thus accompliſhed by an 
illegal and uſurping Faction. So wonderful are the reſources of FRANCE 
when energetically called forth! 

The behaviour of the garriſon of Venlo, amounting only to 1200 men, 
Was uncommonly noble. On the 15th of October, the place was com- 
pletely inveſted, and on the 2 1ſt, the French had advanced their works 
within piſtol-ſhot of the paliſadoes of the covert way, before the gateway 
leading to Ruremonde. A ſortie was therefore immediately determined 
upon to diſlodge them; and a detachment of 130 volunteers, led on by 
Capt. Roft, of the Regiment of Panhuys, with a ſmall diviſion of Cavalry, 
executed that perilous duty, with as much valour as ſucceſs ; driving the 


( 84 ) 
We ſhall now to Dame H--Rc--T our veterans commend, 
And leave her the Banks of the Rhine to defend. 


French from their advanced works, and purſuing beyond their firſt line of 
entrenchments, while the Pioneers leveled and defiroyed the others. Capt. 
Ros tr had g officers wounded, and 59 rank and file killed and wounded, 
and returned bringing back with him, a French officer and 4 men, priſon- 
ers. The enemy however very ſoon re-eſtabliſhed their works, and puſhed 
them on with ſuch activity, that on the 2gd, the garriſon being reduced 
. to 950 men, the outworks were abandoned, and the defence confined 
to the body of the place. The town was ſummoned on the 24th, and 
the garriſon offering to capitulate, if allowed to ſerve againſt the ene- 
mies of the United Netherlands, ſurrendered, after obtaining thoſe ho- 

nourable terms. Grave had been long and cloſely beſieged, and the 
moſt ſpirited defence was made by the garriſon ; the Governor Gen, 
Boxs, ſeeming determined to act up to the noble anſwer he had given, 
when ſummoned to ſurrender the place I am an old ſoldier, and 
<« wiſh for nothing more, than to die worthy of the glorious appellation 
| & of having lived a brave one; I hope to be buried under the ruins of this 

cc fortreſs, or to conquer: — Be aſſured, I ſhall defend it—as long as 
© IT have powder ſufficient to ſend a ball againſt the enemies of man- 
„ kind, and in ſo doing, I ſhall ſerve my God and my fellow creatures.“ 

Mimeguen, Bois le Duc, and the whole country ſurrounding Grave, 
from Breda to the Waal, being in the enemy's poſſeſſion, its certain fall 
was eaſily foreſeen; and it was evident, that the inundations, which were 
by no means as general as the nature of the country would have allowed, 
could alone prevent the Republicans from gaining the entire poſſeſſion of 
the United Provinces. 

Much has been ſaid, and with truth, of the want of . that 

exiſted among the Britiſh troops; but a detail of the ſhameful treatment 
they experienced in their different marches through Holland, which wag 
to them, „ indeed a hoſtile ſhore! would in ſome meaſure account for 
their taking by force thoſe neceſſaries, which our good and faithful AT- 
LI1Es refuſed to ſupply them with for money. The implacable hatred 
evinced by the Dutch towards the Engliſh, can ſcarcely be conceived ; 
extending even beyond the Grave, They have been known to dig up 
the dead bodies of Britiſh ſoldiers in the night, to mutilate and deface 
them with the long Aſaſſin's Knives, which they all of them to a man con- 
ceal about their perſons, and to leave them in that ſtate for their for- 
mer comrades to feaſt their eyes upon the next morning. 

When the van-guard of the Duke's army croſſed the Waal on the 6th of 
October, approaching the villages marked out for their cantonments, one 
of the Drummers entered a Dutchman's houſe upon the ſide of the Dyke, to 


every direction. 
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: Brave fellows! farewell; tho' to Lucy I fly, 
I quit my compamions in arms, with a ſigh. 


purchaſe ſome apples, expoſed, as he imagined, for ſale, 'The fellow ſup- 
poſing the lad's intention was to ſteal them, aimed a piſtol at his breaſt, 
and diſcharging its contents, wounded him ſeverely. *' 

A Serjeant of the Flank Battalion of Guards (which was marching by 
at that moment) darted towards the houſe to ſecure the offender : Finding 
the doors cloſely barricadoed, he forced his way through a window, and 
was proceeding up the ſtair-caſe, when the Dutchman ſprung from a 
dark corner and ſtabbed him to the heart. The houſe was inſtantly ſur- 
rounded, and ſet on fire by the enraged ſoldiers ; one man eſcaped along 
the thatch enveloped in the ſmoke ; but the * who had killed the 
Serjeant, was fortunately diſcovered, and hung upon the neareſt tree, an 
example to his daſtardly countrymen. Can we wonder then, that the 
moſt inveterate hatred was kindled in the breaſt of every ſoldier, whoſe 
hard fate it was to retreat through Holland, againſt ſuch ſavage Brutes 
in human forms! Theſe were however but preludes to ſtill greater 
atrocities, ſtill more inhuman and barbarous inſtances of cruelty exerciſed 
upon the ſick and helpleſs. 

The triumph of the Spaniards was but of ſhort duration. The right 
wing of the French army of the Eaſtern Pyrennees, obtained a complete 
victory over the left of the army of Catalonia: forcing their camp on the 
15th of November, the Republicans carried off their artillery baggage, 
and above 100 priſoners, Dagommier, the Commander in Chief of the 
French Army in that Department, was however killed. 

On the 2oth, the Conventional troops, as uſual, following up their 
blows, renewed their attacks; an engagement enſued, and the Naughter 
was moſt dreadful. The Spaniſh poſitions, entrenchments, redoubts, 
and camps, were all forced, and zents for 530, ooo men (according to the 
returns given in to the Convention) fell into the hands of the enemy, with 
innumerable pieces of ordinance, No priſoners were taken but all were 
barbarouſly and indiſcriminately put to the ſword, and Gen. Count Ds 
La Un1on, the Spaniſh Commander in Chief, was found amongſt the 
dead upon the field of battle. TheSpaniards rallied, and attempted to 
make a ſtand at Liers, where they had an entrenched camp under the 
cannon of the caſtle of Figuera, but, driven from that poſition, they fell 
back ſeveral leagues, and on the 28th, Figuera ſurrendered, when the 
garriſon, amounting to upwards of g, ooo men, laid down their arms, and 
were made priſoners of war. The French army of the Weſtern Pyren- 
nees was alſo victorious, and it was apprehended that Upper Navarre, 
and Pampeluna, its capital, muſt ultimately fall into the hands of the 
Republicans, who thus, in one Campaign, had cleared their own Fron- 


tiers, and were penetrating into the territories of their neighbours, in 
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Tur brilliant conqueſts of the Allies were thus wreſted 
from their hands in a manner unequalled in the annals of 
hiſtory. The fineſt and higheſt diſciplined troops in Eu- 
rope had been forced to retreat, wearied out and panic 
ſtruck, before raw and inexperienced ſoldiers, whom 
they had unhappily been taught to deſpiſe, and to re- 
gard as hordes of banditti, unable to make the ſmalleſt 
reſiſtance againſt the veterans of Bohemia and Hungary. 
CLAIRFAIT had alone oppoſed the formidable progreſs of 
the enemy, though left entirely unſupported, and expoſed 
to the weight of their formidable attacks, with a force totally 
inadequate to contend with the unprecedented diſparity of 
numbers, continually pouring down upon his handful of 
men. That unfortunate but truly brave General, expe- 
rienced a ſeries of the moſt lamentable defeats, while his 
Imperial Majeſty, elated with his ſucceſs before an in- 
ſignificant fortreſs*, was puſhing into the heart of a hoſ- 
tile country, leaving his rear unprotected, his retreat in- 
ſecure, and his own territories expoſed to invaſion. Are 
we not at this moment ſmarting under the conſequent 
misfortunes of ſuch unexampled imprudence? 


* Landrecies. 
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PICHEGRU had gained a footing in Holland, that it was 
evident would, by the aid of his ſtaunch friends the Dutch 
Patriots, ultimately put the whole of the United Provinces 
into his poſſeſſion. It is true, that the enormous ſum of 
320 millions * ſterling, had been drawn forth from their 
National Treaſuries, to enable the French Convention 
to keep on foot the vaſt armies they had levied, but the 
unwarrantable ſeizure of private property in the Inte. 
rior, the contributions exacted from the conquered coun- 
tries, the Jewels, Croſiers, and Silver Images, wreſted 
violently from the Churches and Convents, and above 
all, the abundant harveſt, T of which they at that critical 
moment ſtood ſo much in need, muſt ſurely in a great 
meaſure have reimburſed them. 


Such was the ſhort-ſighted policy of the States General, 
that they imagined they could negociate a ſeparate peace, 
while the French were upon the eve of reaping the golden 
fruits of their paſt labours ; regardleſs of every treaty, 
unmindful of every obligation they lay under to Great- 
Britain, for entering into an expenſive war, avowedly to 
protect their country from invaſion, and to ſecure to 
them the advantages they derived from the uninterrupted 
navigation of the Scheldt, Dutch Ambaſſadors were 
ſent to beſeech the ruling Faction at Paris would vouch- 
fafe to grant them ſuch terms, as their known good faith 
and generoſity ſhould dictate. The Convention cajoled 
their dejefted Petitioners with promiſes of attending to 
their requeſt, lulling them into a ſtate of apparent ſecu- 
rity, and x at the ſame moment poſitive GT 
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* During the Campaigns of 1793 and 1794. 
+ Gathercd immediately upon their entrance into Flanders, 
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to their Generals, to force at all events the paſſage of 
the Maal, and to penetrate immediately to Amſterdam ; 
depending for ſucceſs on the known diſaffection of more 
than two thirds of the inhabitants to the Orange Family, 
which they juſtly expected would accelerate their advan- 
ces, more than the moſt formidable inundations could 
poſſibly check their progreſs. In this opinion they were 
fully confirmed by the frequent invitationst ſent to them 
from the principal towns in Holland, accompanied with 
promiſes of a cordial reception. 


The ſickneſs of the army encreaſed daily with the ex- 
treme ſeverity of the weather, and the total inattention to 
the comforts and convenience of our ſuffering fellow- 
creatures, rendered their ſituation pitiable in the ex- 
treme. Invalids were conſtantly ſent to the general Hoſ- 
pital at Rhenen, without any previous orders having been 
iſſued to prepare for their reception, ſo that no proper 


* Pick R, who is certainly in poſſeſſion of more humane and 
gentleman-like ideas, than uſually falls to the lot of the French Generals 
of the preſent day, was diſintereſted and candid enough, when the Dutch 
Ambaſſadors were proceeding to Paris from Bois le Duc, to commu- 
nicate to them his orders to paſs the Waal, and fo hint that their journey 
would be fruitleſs. 

+ One of thoſe enterprizing meſſengers from the diſaffeted Patriots, 
was fortunately diſcovered on the 4th of December, attempting to croſs 
the Waal; and an addreſs was found upon him, ſigned by 3, ooo of the 
principal inhabitants of AmsTERDAM, promiſing to uſe every effort in 
their power, to put that city into PicyscRvu's hands, and encouraging 
the French to puſh forwards without delay. This daring adventurer was 
apprehended by an Hanoverian officer, while endeavouring to ſtrike a 
good bargain with a Skipper, who demanded forty ducats for convey- 
ing him acroſs the river. The Ambaſſador imagined twenty a fully 
ſufficient bribe, and thus loſt his life in endeavouring to ſave a paltry 
ſum of money: So ſtrongly is the love of gold engrafted in a Dutchman's 
diſpoſition, X 
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accommodations. could poſſibly be provided for them. 
They were uſually conveyed in Bilanders* along the 
Rhine, from Arnheim, without even a ſufficient ſupply 
of proviſions ; and it is a notorious fact, that, at one time, 
above 5500 miſerable objects were embarked with only a 
ſingle hoſpital mate to attend them, with ſcarcely any 
covering, and with a very ſcanty allowance of firaw. 
They had not one of them been at that time expected, and 
there was conſequently no room for them in the hoſpital. 
A gentleman, who was daily an eye witneſs of thoſe 
heart-rending ſcenes exhibited at RHENEN, previous to 
the removal of the ſuffering invalids, declared that 
he himſelf one morning counted two and forty dead 
bodies on the banks of the river, of men who had 
periſhed on board the Bilanders, where they had been 
left becauſe, as he was told repeatedly, there were then 
no quarters to be met with for them in the Town. 
Abuſes unheard of in any former war exiſted in almoſt 
every department; and our helpleſs countrymen were 
given up to the mercy of ſurgeons' mates, furniſhed by a 
cheap contract, and Deputy Commiſſaries, whoſe intereſt 
it appeared to deprive them of every /hadaw of enjoyment. 
The enormous ſum of forty thouſand pounds ſterling 
had been drawn for, to ſupply the ſick with wine; and 
ſuch. was the infamous behaviour of the Medical Staff, 
that the ſurgeons and mates are very much belied indeed, 
if they were not many of them, in the conſtant habits of rob- 
bing the Sick, and of applying that neceſfary article to their 
own uſe, preferring the pleaſure of carouſing over flag- 

gons of heady Port, to the ue of nn the 
* Small veſſels with two maſts, uſually employed upon the Rhine, to 


convey forage, baggage, &c. 
+ During the Campaign of 1794. 
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pangs of the miſerable and afflited patients, whoſe hard 
fate placed them under the hands of ſuch ignorant and 
inhuman butchers*. When we conſider how many brave 
men were thus ſacrificed, and that from fifteen to twenty 
guineas bounty money was at that time publicly. offered 
for recruits, would it not have been more economical in 
Government, to have employed Ruſh, Lind, and other re- 
ſpectable men, who offered their ſervices at the com- 
mencement of the war, but whoſe demands were deemed 
exorbitant, than to have imported, at ſo much per head, 
ſuch numbers of inexperienced pretenders to a ſcience 
above their comprehenſion, who ſcarcely knew in which 
hand to hold a lancet, or in what manner to fix a Tour- 
nequet ? F 211 1 


On the 7th of December, the French made their firſt 
unſucceſsful effort to paſs the Waal on four rafts, two of 
which were ſunk, the third floated to the ſide occupied 
by the Dutch, and only one regained that in poſſeſſion 
of the Republicans. On the 11th, they renewed their 
; attempts in greater force, croſſing in boats, and on rafts, 
in different directions, to the number of 53000 men. A 
Detachment, conſiſting of about 200, at day-break, fa- 
voured by a thick fog, ſucceeded in ſurprizing an Hano- 
verian Picquet, ſtationed | at Panneren : poſſeſſing them- 


ſelves of a battery, they ſpiked the guns t, and immediately 


retired with only the loſs of a ſingle man. Gen. Van 
BusCHE immediately collected four of his battalions with 


When a ſoldier fell ſick, and was ordered to the hoſpital, bis com- 
rade would exclaim, © Ah, poor fellow, we ſhall ſee thee no more, for 
thou art under orders for the Sbambles.“ 8 

+ Spiked three guns, and threw the fourth into the water. Major 
BACHMEISTER, of the Regiment of Saxe Gotha, and about 14 Hano- 
verians, were killed, in their endeavour to repulſe the enemy, 
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the greateſt difpatch, and advanced upon the poſt, but found 
that they had then recroſſed the river; that brave and 
experienced Veteran unfortunately loſt his life, by a chance 
ſhot from one of the redoubts on the oppoſite ſhore. The. 
Republicans at the ſame time attempted to croſs over be- 
tween Nimeguen and Emmerick, where the Auſtrians were 
poſted, who perceiving their intention, permitted them to 
reach the middle of the river, and then ſuddenly opening 
all their batteries, ſunk the greater part of their boats; 
and numbers of thoſe men who eſcaped from the tremen- 
dous fire thus brought to bear upon them, were drowned 
in their endeavours to regain the ſhore. They were re- 
pulſed alſo at Fort St. André, by the loyal Emigrants, 
nor did they ſucceed in forcing any one of the points 
againſt which their attacks had been directed. 


On the 15th of December, the hard froſt * ſet in, and 
on the 22d was ſo uncommonly intenſe, that the Maes and 
Waal were nearly frozen over. This circumſtance, ſo 
favourable to the French, beſieging a country, relying 
chiefly upon its inundations for its ſecurity, would not, 
it was evident, be neglected for a moment by a General, 
ſo thoroughly enterprizing as their Commander in Chief; 
and accordingly, on the 27th of December at half paſt 
five in the morning, a firong column paſſed the Maes, 
near the village of Oriel, thereby making themſelves 
maſters of the Bommel Waert. ae — 


* One of the hs over the Rhine at Arnheim was carried away by 
the weight of ice floating down that river with the ſtream, before the 
congelation was complete. Since the year 1759, ſo rigorous a ſeaſon 
| had not been experienced; then the Waal and Rhine were frozen nearly 
about the ſame time, and heavy cannon r on the” ice, over va- 
rious branches of each river. 1 

2 


( 98 3) 


ticable to defend Bommel, the Dutch in Garriſon, 
attempted to croſs the Waal, but could not fully ſuc- 
ceed, and parts of the Regiments of ORANGE, FRIES- 
LAND, HOHENLOHE, and a Swiſs Corps, poſted. near 
St. Andre and Roſcum, fell into the hands of the Repub- 
licans, as well as ſix gun-boats, and two hoſpital-ſhips, 
that were frozen up. As the ice was ſtrong enough for 
their troops with artillery to paſs over in every direction, 
they then eſtabliſhed themſelves between the Waal and 
Leck, in the Tieler Waert*, and the greateſt apprehen- 
ſions were entertained for the ſafety of Gorcum and Cu- 
lenberg; a ſerious attack was therefore determined upon, 
to force them to recroſs the Waal. For that pur- 
poſe, ten battalions of Britiſh Infantry were divided into 
Brigades, under Major Gen. Lord CArHCART, Major 
Gen. GorDoN, and Col. M*KeNnsts, with Six Squadrons 
of Light Cavalry, and One hundred and fifty Huſſars of 
Rohan. The whole commanded by Major Gen. Davin 
DuNnDass, co-operating with Four Squadrons, and as 
many Battalions of Heſſians. This force, amounting to 
about 6,500 Infantry, and 1,000 horſe, advanced in three 
columns. The right was ordered to keep its left wing 
apuĩ d to the river Vet, to turn Thuyl, and attacking the 
rear of that village, cut off the enemy's retreat, while the 
centre and left were to attack by the Dyke, keeping the 
Church of Wardenberg on the left wing. Accordingly, 
at Geldermalſen, Lord CArHCART's column (the right) 
ſtruck off from the remainder of the Britiſh troops, and 


* At the ſame time the poſts between Bois le Duc and Gertruyden- 
berg were forced, and the Dutch troops in that quarter driven under 
cover of the ramparts of the latter town, while thoſe from the lines of 
Hout fell back upon Breda. i 
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Gen. DunDass fell in, at day-break on the goth, with 
the Heſſians, near Wardenburg, and finding the French 
had precipitately abandoned that village during the night, 
immediately puſhed on to Thuyl, attacking that poſt with 
ſuch impetuoſity, that notwithſtanding its natural ſtrength, 


the Abbatis by which it was protected, the batteries of the 


town of Bommel, which flanked the approach, and the 
conſiderable number of men defending it, it was car- 
Tied* at the point of the bayonet, and the Republicans 
driven acroſs the river, with the loſs of a conſiderable 
number of their men, and four pieces of artillery. 


On the 1ſt of January, the army took up different po- 
ſitions between the Waal and the Leck, protecting Tiel, 
Buren, and Culenberg, the Hanoverians occupying 'the 
cantonments oppoſite to Nimeguen, and the Auſtrians bear- 
ing down towards Emmerick ; when, on the gd, head-quar- 


* On the goth, Major MurRrar, of the Seventy-eighth, was unfor- 
tunately killed, and 5 rank and file. Lieut. L1nDsar, 1 drummer, and 
18 rank and file were wounded. The Heſſians loſt 1 Captain, and 25 
men wounded, and 1 Lieutenant miſſing; they advanced upon the po- 
ſition between Waerdenberg and Thuyl, with fixed bayonets, and plant- 
ed four guns upon the Dyke, to keep the French, drawn up on the op- 
poſite ſhore, in check, and to annoy their adverſaries in their retreat. 
The Britiſh cavalry at the ſame moment charged the Huſlars Rouge, (de 
la Liberté) and diſperſing them on the firſt onſet, made ſeveral priſon- 
ers. Lord Ca THCAR T's column, owing to the extreme intricacy of 
the road by which. it was ordered to advance, could not poſſibly be 
brought up to the point of attack in time. 

Grave ſurrendered between the iſt and 4th of January. Gen. Bors 
defended the fortreſs as he had promiſed, till his laſt ſhot was expend- 


ed. During the ſiege it was ſaid that g, oo ſhells were thrown into the 


place, rendering it nearly a heap of aſhes. The fortifications were not 
however much damaged, but the troops in garriſon were conſtrained to 
capitulate, from a total want of proviſions, as well as ammunition, 


8 


— — 
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ters were moved from Arnheim to Ameringen : The 


encreaſing ſeverity of the weather, however, induced the 


French, on the 4th, to repaſs the Waal near Bommel, 


when they again took poſſeſſion of Thuyl; and the Britiſh 
troops in that direction, under Major Gen. Dux pass, 
fell back upon Meteren. Orders were immediately given 


tor them to join the Heſſians, and to uſe every poſlible 


effort to force the enemy to re-croſs the Waal. A gene- 
ral attack was accordingly intended to have taken place at 


day-break on the 5th; but the French were found to be 


in too great force to riſque it, and indeed acquainted at 
all times with every plan meditated by the Allies, by 


ten o'clock, they were ſeen advancing in ſuch force, that 


they inſtantly carried the poſt of Geldermalſen, where 


they gained two pieces of cannon ; but upon the Britiſh 


reſerve, coming up, the guns were retaken*, and the 
poſt preſerved; the troops however fell back during the 
night upon Buren, , 


It was now determined by a council of war, to aban- 
don the poſition on the Waal entirely, accordingly ſeve- 
ral heavy guns having been ſpiked, and great quantities 


ee ns 


* The Republicans, on the 5th of January, were driven under cover of 
the ramparts of Bommel; Major Gen. Sir Robert Lawz1z was ſlightly 
wounded by a French Huſſar, who darted from the ranks, and aimed a 
Coup de Sabre at his head. At the ſame moment an officer and a few 
drunken men in a fit of enthuſiaſm, brandiſhing their ſwords, daſhed in- 


to the midſt of the Britiſh troops, and till the momentary valour kin- 


dled in their hearts by Liberte and Bon Geneve evaporated, they would 
moſt probably with equal intrepidity have aſſaulted the whole of Wat - 
MODEN*s army. Captains ELLIOTT of the Thirty-third, Duncan 
MvuNRo of the Seventy-eighth, and Lieut. Coin La MoTTE of the For- 
ty-ſecond, were wounded—g privates were killed, and 1 horfe—t ſer- 
jeant, 6 rank and file, and 9 horſes, miſſing. 


4. * 


($3 
of ammunition deſtroyed on the 4th, the troops on the 6th, 
fell back upon the Leck, part of the army croſſing that 
Rhine at Rhenen; a ſudden thaw unexpectedly affording 
ſome proſpe& of preſerving the poſts on the Waal, or- 
ders were immediately iſſued to the troops who had not 
paſſed the rivers, to remain in their cantonments, and for 
the others to countermarch. Lieut. Gen. ABERCROMRBIE 's, 
and Major Gen. HAMMERSTIEN's Corps, with ſome Au- 
ſtrian Battalions, were to have puſhed forwards towards 
Bommel on the 7th, and, to co-operate with them, Gen. 
DuNDass was directed to occupy Buren and the Heights 
near it, early on the morning of the 8th. The Fourteenth 
and Twenty-ſeventh Regiments were immediately detached 
from Culenberg, to retake T1el ; but on their arrival near 
Buren, they found the enemy advancing upon them in 
force, and Lieut. Col. BULLER immediately took poſſeſſion 
of the town, waiting till the arrival of the head of Gen. 
DuNnpass's column, when Lord CATHCART, having pre- 
viouſly reconnoitered, found the detachment of the enemy 
at Geldermalſen did not exceed 800 men, with ſome 
Huſſars, and one piece of artillery, and he conſequently 
immediately determined to diſlodge them. This was ef- 
fected in a very ſpirited manner, by the Fourteenth and 
Twenty-ſeventh Regiments; driving in the advanced 
poſts at Buremulſen, they purſued to Geldermalſen*, and 


* A ſmall detachment of the Britiſh Hulans were the only cavalry + 
engaged on the 8th; they purſued the French to Buremalſen, charged 
acroſs the Lingen, on the ice, with the moſt daring intrepidity, and 
brought off ſeveral priſoners. The Britiſh and French at Geldermalſen re- 
pulſed each other four times in the courſe of the day, and the gun that was 
taken by the Twenty- ſeventh, was ſunk in the river, the ice breaking 
under it. Lieut. Col. Bu LER of the Twenty-ſeventh, was mortally 
wounded. Lieuts. Connzr, NokBuRY, and Enſign KELLEY, of the 
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carried that village at the point of the bayonet, ſeizing 
upon the French gun; a long! eight pounder. It was 
however abſolutely neceſſary for them to make as ex- 
peditious a retreat as poſſible, which was accompliſhed 
in a ſteady and ſoldier- like manner, covered by the Twen- 
ty-eighth Regiment. | 


After this ſkirmiſh, which 8 unſucceſsful, reflected 


the higheſt honour upon the troops engaged in it, the whole 
army was ordered to paſs the Rhine and Leck, (different 
names given to the ſame river, ſpringing en one ſource, 
and running in the ſame bed; ) and to take up a poſition, 
extending from Culenberg to Wageningen, previouſly oc- 
cupied by the Auſtrians, who were now advancing to 
form a line in front of, and parallel to the Britiſh, Hano- 
verians, and Heſſians; between the Waal and Rhine. The 
picquets however not having been called in on the 10th, 
the French advanced in great force, and a general attack 
was then made upon WALMODEN's poſition, between 
Nimeguen and Arnheim. Heuſden, a village cloſe to the 
Southern Banks of the Rhine, occupied by the Fortieth, 
Fifty-ninth, and Seventy-ninth Britiſh Regiments, briga- 


ded under Major Gen. Cors, was carried after an action 


which laſted four hours; the Fifty-ninth Regiment was ſo 
ſituated as to be entirely expoſed to the enemy's fire, and 
conſequently ſuffered moſt ſeverely®, 8 


ſame regiment, were killed upon the ſpot. Lieut. Cols. GI ENMAN of 


the Twenty - ſeventh, and Hor E of the Fourteenth, were wounded, the 


latter very ſeverely, (but he has ſince recovered ;) alſo Brigade Major 
W11$0N of the Twenty-ſeventh, Capt. PrxRxy of the Fourtcenth, and 
Lieut. RAI Tr of the Forty-ſecond, II rank and file, and 3 horſes were 
killed, g ſerjeants; and 111 rank and file woulded, and 7 miſling, Capt. 
PzzxRY's wound proved mortal. 
Capt. VAuckaAx, Lieut. — and Enfige Joxxs of- the Fifty- 
ninth were wounded on the 10th, and Lieuts. WALKER and Lice of 
VOL. II. H 
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From that moment Holland was Wan to its fate, as it 
was determined that the Britiſh troops and their auxilliaries, 
ſhould not riſque any further engagements, unleſs they were 
moleſted during their retreat; the ſituation of the Prince of 
ORANGE at Gorcum, became therefore extremely critical, 
as the French were in poſſeſſion of the whole of the Teller 
Maert. The Stadtholder had in vain endeavoured, by offer- 
ing them immenſe rewards, to induce the inhabitants* of 
the United Provinces,' to riſe in maſs, and vigorouſly to 
defend the lines of Greb, as the only remaining chance 
of preventing the French from entirely over-running their 
country. Preparations were then made for the troops to 
paſs the river Del, but before any movement could poſſibly 
take place, the French following up their blows, on the 
14th, made a general attack upon the poſts ſtill re- 
tained” between the Waal and Rhine, extending from 
Arnheim to Ameringen. They failed in their attempts 


14. ieee 
* * ” 
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the Royal Artillery. The Fortieth Regiment had only à rank and file 
wounded, and 1 miſſing - Fifty-ninth, 3 killed, 3 ſerjeants, 2 drummer, 
and 27 men wounded, 2 miſſing—Seventy-ninth, 1 ſerjeant wounded, 8 
rank and file miſſing. An attack was intended to have been made upon 
the Republicatis on the 10th, but, upon their advancing againſt Heuſden, 
the idea was abandoned, and the greater part of WaL.monpzn's army or- 
dered to paſs the Rhine, Moſt of the troops were unable to procure 
caritonments, and paſfed the night under the open tobacco ſheds, The 
Hanoverians ſuffered very feverely, in a ſerious aſſault made the ſame 
day, upon their poſition, oppoſite to Nimeguen. 

Ho could it poſſibly be expected that they would rally and riſe en 
maſſe, when two thirds wore avomvedly dilaffe&ed? At this period every in- 
dividual in Holland poſleſſed of property to the leaſt amount, anxious to 
preſerve it, from the approaching gripe of the inſatiable Republicans, 
eſcaped either to Great Britain or to Germany, and the enormous ſums 
inveſted in the Engliſh funds by the Dutch Fugitives, plainly ſhewed that 
the Bank of Amſterdam would not yield that rich booty, the Conven- 
tionahſts expected. It was indeed generally in TE not more 


than £200;000 ſlerling remained — 
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in every direction, and were repulſed by the inn 
picquets of the Guards, oppoſite to Rhenen*, againſt 
| which place their chief efforts were directed. The be- 

haviour of the Britiſh troops has at all times been noble, 
and was on this occaſion peculiarly ſpirited, as was alſo 
that of the Emigrant Regiment, of Salm Infanterie, en- 
gaged with them. The picquets were expeditiouſly 
drawn in after this affair, and the army began its retreat 
| _ the * of Rhenen, at midnightt. 


The REAP orders ued at this time for the removal of 
the ſick; proved a death warrant to numberleſs helpleſs and 
miſerable} objects. A deſcription circumftantially detailed 
of their poignant ſufferings, during the retreat to Deven- 
ter, would form a Tale, whoſe lighteſt word would 
harrow up'the ſoul,” and make the blood run cold with 
horror. Conſtantly removed in open waggons, / expoſed 
to the intenſe ſeverity of the weather, to drifting ſnow, 
and heavy falls of fleet and rain; frequently without any 
victuals, till the army halted, and then but ſcantily pro- 
vided; littered down in cold churches, upon a ſhort al- 
lowance of dirty ſtraw, and few' of them enjoying the 
comforts of even a ſingle blanket, to repel the rigorous 

attacks of the night air; it is no wonder they expired, by 
EN Martyrs to the 1 infamous and Wage 


* * this occaſion, Hin, col. Tp and Capt. pa Go of 
the Firſt Regiment of Guayds, were ſlightly wounded, nn about 20 rank 
and file, 

+ The Schuyts and Bilanders along the whole courſe of th Rhine, 
having been previouſly ſet on fire, on the 11th. 

4 About 300 fick men, totally incapable of iet, were left behjg 
the army in the general hoſpital, at Rhenen, and by every account, cer- 
tainly received very humane treatment at the hands of their enemies. 
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able neglect. Doubtleſs there were even at this period; 
worthy and reſpectable men in the medical department, 
whoſe conduct formed a ſtriking contraſt to that of 
thoſe greedy wretches, infeſting in ſuch ſwarms, the ge- 
neral hoſpitals of the Britiſh army. Some, and but that 
it is poſitively forbidden, (for merit is as eaſily diſcerned 
by the modeſty that accompanies it, as ignorance is 
known by its conſtant attendants, vanity, and impudence,) 
ſeveral could be named, whoſe daily employment con- 
ſiſted as far as they were able, in inſtilling oil and wine 
into the wounds of thoſe afflicted invalids, fortunate 
enough to fall under their immediate care. The feeble 
voice from feveriſh lungs, has in its lateſt moments been 
employed to call down bleſſings on their heads, and what 
reward, could have been half ſo grateful? It appears 
ſcarcely neceſſary to remark, that thoſe men were never 
known to join the noiſy throng aſſembled in the inner 
room, where Bacchus, Jolly God! fluſhed every cheek, 
and Laughter holding both his ſides, ſtood A at the 
door. | 


1 Ihe army on the 15th of January, paſſed the formi- 
dable lines of Greb, - conſtructed in the years 1745, and 
1746, for the protection of the United Provinces of Hol- 
land, and of Utrecht“. The 16th, was a day more pecu- 
larly marked by diſtreſſing ſcenes, than any other during | 
the retreat. The troops were on that morning put in 
motion at day-break, with a view of reaching Loonen, a 
village diſtant about 2 3 miles from their poſition, near 
Sraupenxor; in to the uncommon ſeverity of the 
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weather, and the ſnow, which laying deep upon the 
ground, was drifted in the faces of the men, by a ſtrong 
eaſterly wind, they were ſo worn down by fatigue, that 
it was thought adviſeable and neceſſary, to halt ſome of 
the regiments at two neighbouring villages, about nine 
miles ſhort of their place of deſtination. The whole of 
the Britiſh could not however be poſſibly accommo- 
dated, and it was left to the diſcretion of the command- 
ing officers of corps, to continue their march to Loonen, 
or to take up ſuch ſituations as they could meet with in 
the hamlets on the road. Some of the regiments pro- 
ceeded, even after ſun ſet, with their baggage and field 
pieces, and conſequently were entirely diſperſed, as it was 
then impoſſible to trace out any path- way over the dreary 
common. Great numbers of men unable to bear up 
againſt the fatigue they had undergone, and ſeveral wo- 
men and children, were frozen to death, in their attempts 
to diſcover the road their battalions had purſued. The 
whole of the Eighty-eighth Regiment was ſo ſcattered, 
that no return whatever could be given in of its ſtrength 
the next morning, and the few ſtraggling parties that 
joined, gave a very melancholy account of the main body. 


An Officer of the Guards, who was ordered to recon- 
noitre the next morning, had more opportunities than any 
other perſon, of witneſſing the dreadful conſequences of 
the preceding night's march ; The OY account is 
therefore n in bh! own words, ) 90: x) 
88 N ile ttt 
5 m On 8 of the +pthi I was. ſent upon a par- 
+ ticular futy, to trace out a road over the common, by 
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* which the army and artillery might ſafely proceed to 
Loonen. When the party marched it was ſcarcely light, 
* and as day broke in upon us, the horrible ſcenes that it re- 
: vealed; afforded a ſnocking proof of the miſeries of a 
« Winter's Campaign. On the common, about half a 
% mile off the high road, we diſcovered a baggage-cart 

<« with a team of five horſes, apparently in diſtreſs; I gal- 
% Joped towards the ſpot, and found the poor animals 
40 were ſtiff, but not dead; the hoar froſt on their manes, 
«: plainly ſhewing they had been there the whole night. 
Not perceiving any driver with them, I ſtruck my 
* ſword repeatedly upon the canvaſs tilt, enquiring at the 
« ſame time if there was any perſon in the cart. At 
length, a very feeble voice, anſwered me, and ſome one 
. * underneath the canvaſs appeared to be making an effort 
to ariſe. A pair of naked froft-nipt legs were then ad- 
„ vanced, and the moſt miſerable object I ever beheld, 
4% ſunk heavily upon the ground; the whole of his cloath- 
ing ſo ragged and worn, that I can ſcarcely ſay that 
.« he was covered. So ſtiff and frozen was this miſe- 
4 rable wretch, that he was by no means capable of 
4 moving; he informed me that his regiment, the Fifty 
“fourth, which he was following the preceding night, 
< had loft its road, and in turning into another, he found 
“his horſes incapable of clearing the cart from the ruts, 
4 and that himſelf and his two comrades were left behind 
to proceed in the beſt manner they could: the two 
* men he ſpoke of were then lying dead in the cart, hav- 
ing all three endeavoured to communicate to one another, 
a degree of warmth, by creeping cloſe together. We 
placed the miſerable ſurvivor upon one of the horſes of 


cc 
66 
> 


66 


66. 


40 
40 
ce 
ce 
66 

66 
cc 
66 
66 
40 
66 
«& 
66 
66 
cc 


66 


c6 


66 


«, 


but for a ſeaſon; for when placed in the hoſpital, his toes 
dropped off, froſt bitten, and his maſs of blood ap- 
peared in a corrupted ſtate. The whole of this day's 
march was marked by ſcenes of the moſt calamitous 
nature, ſimilar to the one that I have juſt recited. We 
could not proceed a hundred yards without perceiving 
the dead bodies of men, women, children, and horſes, in 


ſnow, the milk, to all appearance in a ſtream, drawn 


The infant ſeemed as if its lips had but juſt then been 


* trickled from the mouth; their countenances were per- 
66 


in a ſound and tranquil ſlumber. About fifty yards 
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* his team, and led him forwards till joined by the batta- 
“lion; by that means his life was prolonged, yet, I fear, 


every direction. One ſcene made an impreſſion upon 
my memory, which time will never be able to efface. 
Near another cart, a little further on the common, we 
perceived a ſtout looking man, and a beautiful young 
woman with an infant, about ſeven months old, at the 
breaſt; all three, frozen, and dead. The mother had 
moſt certainly expired in the act of ſuckling her child; 
as with one breaſt expoſed, ſhe lay upon the drifted 


from the nipple by the babe, and inſtantly congealed. 


diſengaged, and it repoſed its little head upon the 
mother's boſom, with an overflow of milk, frozen as it 


fectly compoſed and freſh, reſembling thoſe of perſons 


advanced, was another dead man, with a bundle of 
linen cloths and a few biſcuits, evidently belonging to 
the poor woman and child, and a little further, was a 


* horſe lying down but not quite. dead, with a couple of ö 


* panniers on his back, one of which contained "We - - : 
diſcoveredthe body of another child, about two years of 
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age, wrapped up in flannel and ſtraw. This, as we after- 


* wards heard, was the whole of one family; a ſerjeant's 


wife of the Fifty-fifth, her brother and children; the 


e man found with the horſe and bundle, had re- 
% mained behind his regiment to aſſiſt them, during a 
* march, thus memorable for its miſeries. He had juſt 

gained ſight of a diſtant hamlet, where they might have 
* obtained a ſhelter from the inclemency of the weather, 
* when his ſtrength failed him. The Commanding 
0 Officer of the Fifty-fifth, rode by at that critical 
% moment, but too late to render them any ſervice, 
“and as the battalions paſſed the ſpot, the troops were 
«- witneſſes in their turns of this melancholy ſcene.” 

| The retreat was continued“ through Loonen, Appel- 
dorn, and Vaeſſen, to Deventer, and part of the army 


ce Princeſs of Ona, with her daughter-in-law, the Hereditary 


Princes wife, about this period, were forced to fly precipitately from 


the United Provinces, and arrived ſafely in England on the 19th of Ja- 

nuary, with the plate, jewels, and archives of the family; The Stadt- 
holder and his two fons ſoon afterwards followed; they had a very nar- 
row eſcape, as ſome French Huſſars entered the Hague on one ſide, while 
the Princes fled through the oppoſite gate, and the diſaffected inhabitants 


| were every where collecting in tumultuous crowds to prevent their de- 


parting. They reached Scheveling, barely in time ta procure a boat, 
as the populace gathered on the ſhore to oppoſe their embarkation, and 
their eſcort, the Stadtholder's Guards de Corps, were obliged to fire upon 
the gathering mob; a ſerious conflict nnn enſued, in which ſe- 
veral lives were loſt. 

Vtrecht ſurrendered the 16th of January; Rotterdam was taken poſ- 
ſeſſion. of the 18th; Dort the igth; and on the 20th, in the evening, 
P1CHEGRU made his triumphal entry, at the head of the van of the French 
army of the North, into the city of Amſterdam. Feaſtings and rejoicings 
preceded the fatal demands of heavy contributions, made ſo repeatedly 
upon the ſhallow- minded inhabitants of Holland They were preſſingly 
invited by the French Commiſſioners at the Hague on the 27th, to ſupply 


their Conquerors with the neceſſary articles of M beat, Hay, Corn, Straw, 


( 

paſſed by a very elegant chateau at Koningſloo, belonging to 
the Prince of ORANGE, and memorable for having been a 
very favourite hunting ſeat of King WILLIIAu's. The 27th 
of January was marked by a decided thaw, but on the 29th, 
the froſt again ſet in as violently as before, when the army 
proceeded towards Weſtphalia, arriving, after - paſſing 
through the intermediate villages in different detach- 
ments, at Delden on the river Regge. On the giſt, they 
were halted and cantoned at Oldenzael, and along the 
Dutch Frontier, The troops were on the th of Febru- 
ary, again put in motion, to approach the Epiſcopal State 
of Oſnaburg, head- quarters having been previouſly eſta- 
bliſhed at Rheine, and great numbers of the ſick, whoſe 
caſes would not permit them to undergo the pain of a re- 
moval, were left behind at Deventer, Zwol, and Zutphen, 
when the magazines and ſtores, which were conſidered as 
too cumberſame to be conveyed in the lines of march, 
were all deſtroyed. ; 


The main body of the army had preceded Gen. ABER- 
CROMBIE'S Corps, which, (the Brigade of Guards forming 
a part) followed on the 6th, from Otmarſen, Niemhaus, and 
other villages in that direction, paſſing by the remarkable 
caſtle*of Bentheim, to Schuttorp, where they were halted on 


— a . to the amount of G 1,473,054 feu. Such were the 
= n conveyed to them, under the impreſſion of 8 
Egalité 
| 2 ; 
Unite 85 Indiviſibilite - 
A 

1 1 4 Fraternité. 
N The caſtle of Bentbeim ſtanding upon a ebe 8 is 
very difficult of acceſs on all ſides; it is ſaid to have been mortgaged to 
Hanover, and will in that caſe devolve to the Elz&or on the death of the 
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the loch, owing to a prodigious flood®, occaſioned by a very 
ſudden thaw. On the 12th, however they croſſed the Ems 
at Rheine, and marching through the villages of Bevergen 
Ippenburen, and the State of Teci/enburg, approached Oſna- 
burg, where the head - quarters of the army were eſtabliſn. 
ed; part of the troops were ſtationed in the town, and the 
remainder cantonedſ in the miſerable Boorſhaps, or Ham- 
lets of the country, in which were ſeen the farmer's whole 
live ſtock littered down with his family, in one large barn. 
Some few, more affluent than their neighbours, had, it is true, 
a ſmall partition, forming a kind of room, ſcarce worthy 
of the name; at one extremity; ſuch inſtances of luxury, 
however, occurred but ſeldom ; men, women, children, 
pigs, and poultry, uſually wallowed together in filth and 
miſery. The honeſt German Peaſants; however, treated 
the ſoldiers with kindneſs and with hoſpitality, and the 


preſent poſſeſſor. There were ſeveral very antique field pieces mounted 
in the ramparts, and when the army paſſed, the Hanoverians in garriſon, 
were very buſily employed in cutting freſh embraſſeurs, and making 
every neceſſary preparation to defend it. It is accounted ſufficiently 
ſormidable to delay the progreſs of an enemy for ſeveral days. 
The bridge over the river Vecht, at the extremity of the town of 
Scuttorp, having been choaked up with ice, there was not a. ſufficient 
fpace left open for the water to flow freely through the arch, conſe- 
quently the Chauſlſce, and ſurrounding flat country, were completely 
inundated, The Flank Battalion and Firſt Regiment of Guards paſſed 
through the water almoſt up to their knapſacks, and ſeveral of the men 
were nearly drowned,'owing to the great difficulty they found of bear- 
ing up againſt the current, ruſhing violently over the cauſeway; add to 
this great quantities of the Jooſened ice had ſunk, and adhering to the 
bottom rendered their footing extremely precarious. It became there- 
fore abſolutely neceſſary to break the enormous maſles of ice, and clear a 
pallage for the waters through the bridge, to render the march of the 
main body with artillery and batt horſes practicable, in which ſervice 
3 in Bcuttorp were buſily employed for two days. s. 
5 '+ At Welt Cappel, and the ag villages.” 
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_ contraſt they experienced on croſſing the Dutch Frontiers 
was 2 e n ne geg 111155 


The enemy on ah cath of mne BN! upon 
the poſts of Nienhaus, and Velthuys, occupied by the 
Loyal Emigrants, and a Detachment of Rohan and: Bou- 
illies Corps; forcing them, after an obſtinate reſiſtance, 
to fall back, with a loſs of near 100 men in killed and 
wounded. ' Major Gen. ABERCROMBIE, who commanded 
in that vicinity, (at Bentheim, ) had made the proper diſpo- 
ſitions to re-occupy the poſts; but on the 26th, the French 
' retreated, directing their march towards Hardenberg, reti- 
ring precipitately from that poſt ſoon after, and at the 
ſame time abandoning their poſition in the Province of 
Groningen; when their troops in that direction fell back 
upon Zwol. The different battalions following each 
other, purſued the ſame route, and were again in motion 
on the 4th of March, paſſing through Nienkircken, Ach- 
mer, Braams, Quakenbrugge, &c. inclining towards the 
ſtate of Diepholt, and halting on the 7th. | Far 


The march of the diviſion of troops, under Lord 
CATHCART, was attended with more difficulty than that 
of any other Detachment, during the retreat from the 
Rhine to the Ems. His Lordſhip's Brigade, conſiſting 
of Light Cavalry, the Twenty-ſeventh, Twenty-eighth, . 
Eightieth, and Eighty- fourth Regiments of Infantry, de- 
ſcribed a circuitous detour through Weſt Frieſland, 
along the confines of the Province of Groningen; en- 
tirely wide of the main body of the Britiſh army, and 
ſkirted by the Zuider Zee: proceeding upwards of 170 
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miles through that dreary country, with a view of TINY 
taining whether the minds of its inhabitants were tainted 
with the prevailing diſaffection to the Orance family. 
Upon their arrival within about two leagues of Gronin- 


gen, they received deputies from that city, offering to 


open the gates, but requeſting that the troops might not 
enter, as there were then two parties in the town. The 
rear of his Lordſhip's Corps was continually harraſſed 
by advanced parties of the enemy's; but the greater part 
of the Detachment arrived ſafely on the right banks of 


| the —_ — croſſed chat river near ed 


About . period, W Piuſfians were nen to 


| 18 been on full march for the protection of Weſtphalia, 


and the van of that army was actually in motion, their 
Sovereign declaring, he would ſtrain every nerve to rein- 
fate the Orange Family in Holland, though at that very 
moment he was perfidiouſly negociating at Baſle, a ſepa- 
rate treaty of peace, and had, contrary to every ſtipulation 
with Great Britain, truckled to the French Republic. 


Breda, Williamſtadt, and Gertruydenberg, had now 


thrown open their gates, by an order from the States“ 


General, and the impregnable fortreſs of Bergenopzoom, 
capitulated alſo on the 2d of February, where the Eighty- 
ſeventh Regiment of Infantry, formed of abont 600 un- 
diſciplined Hiberman herges, had been left in garriſon, and 


The advanced piquets of ad Carucarr's 8 at 3 
Schans, were driven in on the 27th of February, but the French were 
then on their retreat, and fortunately did not purſue them. The Re- 
publicans in every direction during the whole of this retrogade march 
kept hanging upon the rear of the troops covering the retreat. Al 
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ebene fell into the hands of the Republicans, a 
priſoners of war. The whole Dutch army, conſiſting of 
about 14,000 men, were immediately diſbanded or incor- 
porated with the French troops, and the moſt exorbitant 
demands“ were made upon the inhabitants of Holland by 
invitations, and where that gentle term was not ſufficiently 
_ perſuaſive, by requiſitions @ la Guillotine. 


However brilliant and rapid the ſucceſſes of the 
French at this period, we find that thoſe few places, where 
the garriſons made a proper and ſteady reſiſtance, held 
out much longer than could reaſonably have been expetted, 
from the nature of their works; thus, Sluys, an inſig- 
nificant fortreſs, kept the Republicans at bay for 27 days, 
alter the opening of the trenches. Grave g2, and Roſas 
in Spain 69. Their efforts to reduce Mentz on the 
Rhine, and Pampeluna in Navarre, completely failed, 
and it is well worthy of remark, that thoſe fortreſſes which 
made the leaſt reſiſtance were the ſtrongeſt ; for example 
Le Queſnoi, Conde, and Valenciennes, in French Flan- 
ders, Fiegura in Spain, and Bois le Duct in Holland. 


The town of Gorcum alone, was obliged to furniſh the French troops 
with gooolbs. of freſh meat every fourth day. 

+ The ſurrender of Bois le Duc afforded the moſt infamous and bare- 
faced inſtance of treachery, perhaps ever known, That fortreſs, one of 
the ſtrongeſt i in the United Provinces, and from its ſituation, of the ut- 
moſt importance to the Stadtholder, was provided with every requiſite 
to retard the progreſs of the enemy, and had gun boats ſtationed 
round it on the inundations. Allowing that the waters were in ſome de- 
gree drawn off when Crevecœur fell into the hands of the beſiegers, there 
were ſtill moſt formidable works, which muſt have held them long at 
bay. The precipitate flight of - the governor, immediately after the ca- 
pitulation of the place, was any other wanting, was certainly a ſufficient 
proof of his having been highly bribed to throw open the gates upon the 
firſt ſummons, 
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Are we not therefore juſtified in ſuppoſing that French 
gold ſilenced the artillery on the ramparts, where French 
valour might poſſibly have failed? It was now deter- 
mined to withdraw the Britiſſi Infantry from Germany, 
the certainty of his Pruſſian Majeſty's intention to nego- 
ciate a ſeparate peace, in breach of every ſacred promiſe, 
prodigally made to obtain that enormous ſubſidy, out of 
which he had cajoled the Britiſh nation, leaving no rea- 
ſonable hopes of reinſtating the Stadtholder in his former 
ſituation, by force of arms. Tranſports were accordingly 
ordered to receive the ſick, and part of the troops at 
Embden, while the main body were to embark in the 
Weſer at Bremer Lehe; every neceſſary diſpoſition was 
conſequently made for that purpoſe, and the troops were 
once again in motion on the 2gd of March. Some appre- 
henſions were at that time entertained for the ſafety of the 
Twelfth and Fortieth Regiments, as they had been upon 
a very advanced poſition; they however made good their 
retreat, and the Light Infantry and Grenadiers covering 
the march, the whole proceeded through Vecht, Wild- 
huſen, and other villages in the States of Diepholt and of 
Delmenhorſt, to Bremen, where they were quartered on 
the 27th ; between which period and the 10th of April, 
great numbers of thoſe men who had been returned miſ- 
ing, and of thoſe left ſick behind the army, joined their 
reſpective regiments. It was then found that many of the 
foldiers, who had embarked with the firſt detachment from 
the Brigade of Guards, at Greenwich, on the 25th of Fe- 
bruary 179g, had borne up againſt the exceſſive fatigues 
they -had undergone, but that thoſe raw recruits, who had 
been afterwards ſent out, and whoſe conſtitutions were 


E 


at that time ſcarcely formed, in general fell ſick; and once 
placed fairly in the hands of thoſe unſkilful mates, and 
moſt unfeeling nurſes in the general hoſpitals, but little 
hopes remained of their recovery. The Fourteenth, 


Thirty-ſeventh, and Fifty-third Regiments, had ſuffered 


very ſeverely, and moſt of the men they brought back to 


England, had been ſent out to them, as well as to many 


other regiments of the line, a ſhort time previous to their 
embar kation. 

At Bremen, the troops were very comfortably lodged, 
and well treated; though claiming the privilege of a free 
town, the inhabitants at firſt objected to have ſoldiers 
quartered on their houſes. On the 10th of April, the 
| joyful movement towards the tranſports took place, and 
at 6 o'clock in the morning of the 14th, the different 
Brigades were ſeen embarking for their native land : The 
Cavalry“ remaining on the left banks of the Weſer, to co- 
operate in the protection of Hanover. 


Since that period, his Catholic Majeſty following the 
example of the King of Pruſſia, has withdrawn himſelf 


from the coalition againſt the common enemy, and even 


ceded Saint Domingo to the rapacious Republicans. The 
recovery of that important Iſland, being deemed indiſpen- 


They are likewiſe now recalled, and not a ſingle Britiſh ſoldier re- 
mains upon the Continent. In Germany, our cavalry have been leading 
the moſt luxurious lives, hofpitably treated by the inhabitants, abun- 
dantly ſupplied with proviſions on very reaſonable terms, and “ faring 
ſumptuouſly, every day.” It muſt however afford them no little ſatis- 
faction after ſo long an abſence to preſs their native ſoil once more, and 
as a Brother Soldier, the- Author of this Narrative, feels happy that 


its appearance has been delayed, as it enables him to congratulate 3 


Friends upon their ſafe arrival. 


. 
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fably neceſſary, more blood muſt flow from Britiſh veins, 
and the flower of the country be perhaps yielded up a prey 
to the ravages of a peſtilential fever“; thus are we treat- 
ed on all ſides, by the nations with whom we were in ſtrict 


alliance; yet ſurely it will afford every Engliſhman the 


higheſt ſatisfaction, when he reflects, that we have hitherto 
uniformly kept up to our engagements, and that the national 
character of the inhabitants of this highly favoured Iſle, 
has never yet been lowered in the eyes of Europe. Even 
our enemies are compelled to reſpe& and to fear us, and if 
we have perhaps tes much credulity, it ariſes certatnly, 
from praiſe-worthy motives. | 


» The French nh ofing themſelves invincible, and wiſh- 
ing to eſtabliſh their Winter Quarters on the right banks 


of the Rhine, forced daringly, at a very advanced ſeaſon 


of the year, the paſſage of that river near the town of 
Duſſeldorf ; though at firſt ſucceſsful in their attacks 
upon the Aultrians, they have, (as was eaſily fore- 
ſeen) found it highly expedient to retreat precipitately, 
and by the ſubſequent defeats their armies have ſuſ- 
tained, 1t has been evidently proved, that the highly 
8 e forces of his Imperial Majeſty, under a 


* Common juſtice to thoſe who 8 the embarkation, calls 
upon us to remark, that no troops ever quitted England, better equip- 
ped for ſervice in every particular than thoſe Who have lately ſailed, de- 
ſtined for the truly important Expedition to the Weſt-Indies, however 
we may lament the unfortunate delays which have coſt ſo many of our 
brave countrymen their lives. As every precaution had been taken to 


: guard againſt the ravages of the Yellow Fever, great hopes may be cer- 
tainly entertained, that they will eſcape its virulent attacks, and if they 


are ſo fortunate, there can be no doubt of their ſucceſs —Conquerors in that 
quarter, as Great Britain is already Miſtreſs of the Seas, the War, it is to 
be hoped will yet have a brilliant concluſion, | 


( 26 2 


General at once fo able and experienced as Field 
Marſhal} CLAlxrArr, have ſufficient energy remain- 
ing, to make them pay meſt dearly for their raſh in- 
curſions into the territories of a Sovereign, as yet re- 
ſpefted and beloved by the majority of his ſubjefts. 
Though unprecedented ſucceſs has for a length of time 
crowned the arms of the Convention, the conſequences - 


of the moſt trifling check they may experience at this 
critical moment, muſt encreaſe the grievous ſore, which 
rankling in the very heart of the Republic, will, (and moſt 
probably the period is now faſt approaching,) break out 
and reduce the country to ſuch extremities, as muſt ren- 
der the majority of the people clamorous for bread, and 
induce their preſent rulers, however contrary“ to their 
wiſhes, to offer ſuch terms to our Government, now 
avowedly ready to treat with France, as will enable them 


to conclude a ſecure and honourable peace : and may that 
6 | 


* That it will be contrary to the wiſhes of the executive government 
of France to make peace with Great-Britain is obvious, while they can, 
by forced loans, and other compulſatory meaſures, procure a ſupply of 
money to procraſtinate the war. France originally declared war againſt 
Great-Britain; and France has never yet made overtures to put a 
period to hoſtilities, for Monſieur MontrRon, when, he viſited this 
country, was certainly not authoriſed to offer any terms whatever: yet 
ſurely when the olive-branch is held out to a nation groaning under miſe- 
ries, encreaſed each moment by demands upon the people, they muſt, after 
enduring to a certain point, riſe in a maſs, and force their rulers to ac- 
cept it. 

The various diſtreſſing circumſtances that have delayed the late formi- 
dable expedition to the Weſt-Indies, occaſioned by a ſeries of adverſe 
winds, unknown during the memory of any man now converſant in 
nautical affairs, muſt force us to confine all operations, in that quarter, to 
the defence of our own iſlands; and thoſe troops, who, (it is devoutly to 
be hoped) ere this, have reached the ſcene of action, will be ſufficient 
for that purpoſe. Reinforcements will be forwarded from time to time, 
and the end for which the expedition was equipped, be ultimately, ac- 
cording to all human probability, obtained. 
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1 peace ſo ardently deſired, whenever it arrives, without 
lowering the dignity of the Empire, reinſtate the inhabi- 
tants of Great Britain, in the full enjoyments of thoſe 
bleſſings, (known only by a free country, under the limited 
ſway of a mild and benevolent Monarch) of which, the 
moſt ſucceſsful war, muſt ever, while carried on 20715 


vigour, in ſome degree deprive the ſubject, 
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DIRECTIONS 


TO THE BINDER 
FOR PLACING THE PLATES. 


VOLUME I. 


Auſtrian Foot Soldier, front figure, to face the Title. 
Favourite Amuſement at Head Quarters, - - - toſace « page 88 
Council of War interrupted, -- - - - 101 


VOLUME I. 


Auſtrian Foot Soldier, back figure, to ſace the Title. 
How to throw an Army into Confuſion, - - - to Face page 26 


Perils by Sca, * * * - 2 2 a - - = — — - - 50 


ERRATA IN VoI. I. 


Page 28, line 15, for Keyſers, read Kaiſers. 
Page 37, line 4, /o- Keyſerlicks, read Naiſerliche, and ſo throughout. 
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